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Nebraska Public Power District 

"Aluays ther< u•hen yo1< need 1<s" 

Ms. Barbara L. Peterson 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Re~ional Counsel 
901 North 5t Street 
Kansas City, Kansas 66101 

March 22, 2005 

Re: FMGP Site in Beatrice, Gage County, Nebraska 

Dear Ms. Peterson: 

This responds to the Environmental Protection Agency's February 16, 2005 letter 
requesting information concerning a former manufactured gas plant (FMGP) site in 
Beatrice, Nebraska.1 The EPA's letter did not identify a specific location for the site. 
However, in follow-up to a telephone call on March 3, 2005 with Rob Green (NPPD 
Senior Staff Attorney), you sent us a letter identifying the location of the site as follows: 

Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, Block 71, Original Town, now City of Beatrice, Gage 
County, Nebraska. 

NPPD's separate responses to the specific questions posed by EPA are set forth 
in a later section of this letter. As a brief overview, we have looked at certain property 
records maintained by the Gage County Register of Deeds, as well as our own property 
records, and we have determined that NPPD does not have, and never has had, any 
legal or other title or interest in the site property. I have had a one-page summary 
prepared that shows our understanding of the "chain of title" to the site as reflected in 
documents recorded with the Register of Deeds from 1906 to present. This summary, 
and copies of the recorded title documents that we looked at in developing the 
summary, are enclosed with this letter as Attachment A. 

Your March 3 letter to Rob Green states that "information currently available to 
EPA indicates that this property was owned by the Iowa-Nebraska Light & Power 
Company (INLP) and that Consumers Public Power District, now Nebraska Public 
Power District, purchased the property from INLP." 
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1 EPA's letter was addressed to Mr. William R. Mayben as President/CEO ofNPPD. For future reference. Mr. 
Mayben has retired fi-om NPPD, and NPPD's current President and CEO is Mr. William J. Fehrman. 
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In a later telephone conversation among you, me, and Rob Green, you again 
referred to this sale of properties (circa 1941) from I NLP to Consumers as the basis for 
EPA's assumption that NPPD has (or had) some interest in the site. This telephone 
discussion was very helpful to us in understanding EPA's information and assumptions, 
and we appreciate the time you took with us to discuss these matters. As we indicated 
at that time, Consumers did purchase some properties from INLP in 1941 , but these 
consisted entirely of electrical properties, and did not include any gas properties. 
Without recounting our entire telephone discussion, some brief background might be 
helpful in providing context for our individual responses to EPA's questions below. 

NPPD is a public corporation and political subdivision of the State of Nebraska. 
NPPD was formed in 1970 through the merger of three other public entities, including 
Consumers Public Power District. NPPD owns and operates an integrated electric utility 
business, including properties and facilities for the generation, transmission and 
distribution of electrical power and energy for sale at wholesale and retail throughout a 
chartered territory that encompasses most of the State of Nebraska. NPPD was not 
created to engage in, and does not engage in , the gas business. 

Some of NPPD's electric properties were acquired from investor-owned utilities 
that had conducted operations in the State of Nebraska. One such company was INLP, 
which had owned and operated both electric properties and gas properties. In 1941 , 
Consumers purchased INLP's electric properties in Nebraska, but did not acquire any of 
INLP's gas properties. 

In connection with my review of EPA's information request, I visited the Gage 
County Historical Society in Beatrice, Nebraska. There I found a folder containing 
copies of a number of newspaper articles on subjects relating to various gas-related 
utility activities in the Beatrice area, mostly dating from the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Also included in this folder were a map, and an aerial photograph, 
depicting the vicin ity of the FMGP property. 

I am enclosing with this letter a copy of the newspaper articles (Attachment B), 
and the map (Attachment C) and photograph (Attachment D) that I obtained from the 
Gage County Historical Society. Although these materials are not directly responsive to 
the questions submitted to us by EPA, some of them contain or reflect information that 
involves the FMGP site , and might be of interest to the Agency. Among these, an article 
from the Beatrice Times. dated September 22 , 1944, and titled "Iowa-Nebraska Gas 
Properties in State Sold," includes the following : 

Sale of the Iowa-Nebraska Gas and Electric company's gas distribution 
system in Nebraska to the Central Gas and Electric company of Sioux Falls, 
S.D., was announced yesterday by representatives of the two companies. 
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* * * Thirty-nine Nebraska towns and cities, including Beatrice, will be 
affected by the sale, which will make them a part of the Central Gas and Electric 
company's system which now serves 32 communities in Nebraska and South 
Dakota. 

When the transaction is completed the Iowa-Nebraska will have disposed 
of its last Nebraska holdings. A few years ago it sold its electrical generating and 
distribution system to the Consumers Public Power District. * * *. 

We believe it is probable that this sequence of transactions, whereby INLP sold 
its Nebraska electric properties to NPPD (Consumers), and later sold its Nebraska gas 
properties to Central Gas & Electric, is the basis for EPA's assumption that NPPD might 
have had some connection with the INLP gas operations or properties. As noted above, 
NPPD (Consumers) did acquire some property from INLP in Beatrice. However, this 
consisted of one electrical substation located within the City, and some additional 
properties located in other parts of Gage County. NPPD (Consumers) did not acquire 
any portion of the FMGP site , or any property in the immediate vicinity of the site. On 
the enclosed map, I have superimposed explanatory information blocks and arrows 
identifying the location of the FMGP site , and also the location of the electrical 
substation acquired by Consumers (NPPD) from INLP. 

With the above information as context, the following section of this letter sets 
forth NPPD's responses to EPA's specific questions. 

1. Identify the individual responding to these information requests and 
each individual who provided any information contained in your 
responses. 

Larry D. Linder 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Environmental Department 
Nebraska Public Power District 
P.O. Box 499 
1414 15th Street 
Columbus, NE 68602-0499 
(402) 563-5009 (Work) 

Reginald E. (Rex) Davies 
Right-of-Way Agent 
Land Management Department 
Nebraska Public Power District 
P.O. Box 499 
1414 1 5th Street 
Columbus, NE 68602-0499 
( 402) 563-5656 (Work) 

2. If you have any reason to believe that there may be persons able to 
provide a more detailed or complete response to any questions 
contained herein or who may be able to provide additional responsive 
documents, identify such persons and the additional information or 
documents that they may have. 



Ms. Barbara L. Peterson 
March 22, 2005 
Page4 

It is likely that other persons may be able to provide additional information 
or documents responsive to the questions related to the Site. The title records 
included in Attachment A identify previous and current owners of the site. 
NPPD does not know whether, or which, of these persons might have 
additional information or documents related to the Site. 

3. State whether you now have, or ever had, any legal or equitable interest 
in the Site. If you have/ever had any interest in the Site, provide the 
following information: 

a. Describe such interest; 
b. The date that such interest was acquired; 
c. How such interest was acquired; 
d. If you no longer have any interest in the Site, describe when, and 

to whom, such interest was transferred and the terms of such 
transfer; 

e. Provide copies of all documents evidencing or relating the 
acquisition and any subsequent transfer by you of such interest. 

As described in the earlier section of this letter, and as reflected in the 
recorded title documents from the Gage County Register of Deeds (set forth 
in Attachment A), NPPD does not hold and never has held any legal or 
equitable interest in the site. NPPD therefore has no additional information to 
provide in response(s) to questions 3 (a)- (e). 

4. Describe the physical characteristics of the Site as they existed during 
the period of your ownership and the nature of your activities at the Site 
with respect to purchasing, receiving, processing, storing, treating, 
disposing, or otherwise handling hazardous substances or materials at 
the Site. 

NPPD never held any interest in the site, and never had any relationship 
to or responsibility for the operation of the FMGP facilities. Therefore, we are 
not able to describe any physical characteristics at the site or describe the 
nature of any activities related to purchasing, receiving, processing, storing, 
treating, disposing, or otherwise handling hazardous substances or materials 
at the site. 

5. Provide copies of all documents containing data and information related 
to soil, water (ground and surface), or air quality and 
geology/hydrogeology at and about the Site. 

NPPD never held any interest in the site, and never had any relationship 
to or responsibility for the operation of the FMGP facilities. Accordingly, NPPD 
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does not have any documents containing data and information related to soil, 
water (ground and surface), or air quality and geology/hydrogeology at and 
about the Site. 

6. Describe the relationship between Nebraska Public Power District and 
the following: 

a. Beatrice Gas & Power Company 
b. Gage County Gas, Light & Power Company 
c. Nebraska Gas & Electric Company 
d. Iowa-Nebraska Light & Power Company 
e. Central Electric & Gas Company 

NPPD is not a predecessor or successor of, nor is NPPD otherwise 
affiliated with or related to, any of the identified entities. As noted in the earlier 
section of this letter, Consumers Public Power, a predecessor of NPPD, 
purchased an electrical substation and its associated property located in 
Beatrice (Lots 1-12, Block 16, original Beatrice) from the Iowa-Nebraska 
Power & Light Company in 1941. As depicted on the map reflected in 
Attachment C, this electrical substation property is not contiguous with, 
adjacent to, or associated with the FMGP site. It is also unrelated to any gas 
manufacturing operations. 

7. Is Nebraska Public Power District responsible for the environmental 
liabilities, if any, of either of the companies listed in question 6 (a) - (e) 
above? If the answer is "no", explain. 

No. NPPD does not have and never has had any legal or equitable 
interest in the FMGP site, nor any connection with or responsibility for any 
gas operations or activities associated with the site. NPPD has no relationship 
with or responsibility for any of the identified entities or their operations or 
activities. Accordingly, NPPD is not responsible for the environmental 
liabilities, if any, of the companies listed in questions 6 (a)-(e). 

8. Identify all leaks, spills or releases of any kind into the environment of 
any hazardous substances that occurred at or from the Site. In addition, 
identify: 

a. When such releases occurred; 
b. How such releases occurred; 
c. The amount of each hazardous substances, pollutants or 

contaminants so released: 
d. Where such releases occurred; 
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e. Any and all activities undertaken in response to each such release, 
including the notification of any agencies or government units about 
the release; 

f. Any and all investigations of the circumstances, nature, extent or 
location of each release, including the results of any soil, water 
(ground and surface), or air testing undertaken; and 

g. All persons with information relating to these releases. 

NPPD does not have and never has had any legal or equitable interest in 
the FMGP site, nor any connection with or responsibility for any operations or 
activities associated with the site. Accordingly, we are not able to identify any 
leaks, spills or releases of any kind into the environment of any hazardous 
substances that might have occurred at or from the site. 

9. Identify all prior owners of the Site. For each prior owner, further 
identify: 

a. The dates of ownership 
b. All evidence showing that they controlled access to the Site; and 
c. All evidence that a hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant 

was released at the Site during the period they owned the Site. 

Please refer to the recorded title documents from the Gage County 
Register of Deeds for information regarding the identity of prior owners of the 
site from and after 1906 and their respective dates of ownership. Other than 
as it might be reflected in these documents, NPPD does not have any 
evidence showing that such persons controlled access to the site. NPPD has 
no other evidence that a hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant was 
released at the site during the period of ownership of any of the persons 
reflected in these title documents. 

10. Identify all prior operators of the Site, including lessors of the Site. For 
each such operator, further identify: 

a. The dates of operation; 
b. The nature of prior operations at the Site; 
c. All evidence that they controlled access to the Site; and 
d. All evidence that a hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant 

was released at or from the Site during the period that they were 
operating the Site. 

Please refer to the Answer to question 9 immediately above as if it were 
repeated in full here. 
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Again, thank you for the time you have taken in discussing these questions with 
us. If you have any additional questions concerning the above responses, or the 
attached documents, please feel free to call me (402-563-5009) or Rob Green 
(402-563-5299) at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~D.µ_ 
Larry D. Linder 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 

cc: J. L. Citta w/o att. 
R. A. Green w/o att. 



. -~ -...-. 
Ownership History for Lots 7-12, Block 71, Beatrice Original 

The following provides a summary of the transfers of title by deed from 1906 and later as 
found at the Gage County Register of Deeds Office by Reginald (Rex) Davies, Right-of
Way Agent, Nebraska Public Power District on March 9, 2005. Copies of the listed 
deeds are provided. Easements and other such assignments that did not necessarily 
involve actual transfer of ownership are not included in this summary. 

Halena Jansen, et al to Charles A. Eaton 
88-199 10/31/1906 Warranty Deed Lots 9-12, Block 71, Original Town 

Amy T. Boyd to Charles A. Eaton 
83-300 11/13/1906 Quit Claim Deed Lots 7-8, Block 71, Original Town 

Charles A. Eaton to Beatrice Gas & Power Company 
84-297 12/28/1906 Warranty Deed Lots 7-12, Block 71, Original Town 

O&SW RR Company to Beatrice Gas & Power Company 
84-324 12/5/1906 Quit Claim Deed All of Block 71, Original Town 

Gage County Gas, Light & Power Company to Nebraska Gas & Electric Company 
103-514 7/111922 Deed Lots 7-12, Block 71, Original Town 

Nebraska Gas & Electric Company to Iowa-Nebraska Light & Power Company 
123-416 8/30/1927 Warranty Deed Lots 7-12, Block 71, Original Town 

Iowa-Nebraska Light & Power Company to Central Electric & Gas Company 
157-283 2/27/1945 Deed Lots 7-12, Block 71, Original Town 

Central Telephone & Utilities Corp. to Minnesota Gas Company 
215-276 4/14/1976 Warranty Deed Lots 7-12, Block 71, Original Town 

Arkla, Inc, a Deleware Corp. to Peoples Natural Gas Company 
239-310 2/111993 Warranty Deed Lots 7-12, Block 71, Original Town 

Peoples Natural Gas Company to City of Beatrice 
245-357 1/8/1996 Warranty Deed Lots 7-12, Block 71, Original Town 

Date: 

Attachment A 
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GAS CO. FILES ARTICLES 

Capital Stock of New Concern Placed 

at $150,000- Local Capital ists 

Interested in the Company. 

The Beatrice Gas and Power 
company Saturday filed articleR I 
of incorporation in the county I 
clerk's office. The capital stock ofj 
the company is placed at $150, 000, ' 
and the incorporators are Cyrus S. 
Eaton, Thomas Rice, jr., M. E. 
Springer and R. R. Kyd. 

.rbe comp.any recently secured a 
franchise to operate a plant in Be
atrice, and work is now _being 
pushed on the J;iuilding south of 
Black's mill with a view of fur
nishing gas to local consumers as 
soon as possible. The Sun bas, 
on a .nu:nber of occasions, intimat- ! 
ed that local capitalists were in
terested in the company although 
this statement bas been contradict
ed by the promoters of the pro
ject. 

From the list of incorporators 
it would seem that R. R. Kyd is 
the only Beatrice man interested 
in the company but it is under- , 
stood that M. · V. Nichols, Samuel 
Rioaker and others are among the 
stockholders. · 

The officers of the company are 
said to be as follows: Mr. Lang 
of Cleveland, president; R. R. 
Kyd, Beatrice, vice president; 
Cyrus S. Ea~on, Cleveland, secre-
tary-~reasurer. , 

The object of the concern is to 
furnish better gas at a cheaper 
rate than the City Gas company, 
and if it can deliver the goods it 
will be ~iven the patronage such 
an institution d'eserves. 

NEW GAS CO. GETS BUSY 

Beatrice Gas & Power Company Has 

Shown Unmistakable Signs of Life 

- Much Work Already Done. 

The activity of the Beatrice Gas 
and Power company baq taken the 
town by storm. 

Fifty men are at work at the 
plant south of Black's mill, and 
on the -streets. Ditchers, diggers, 
concrete men, bricklayers, and 
pipe layers-all are busy getting 1 

things in sbape for the new com
pany to furnish gas to the citizens . 

At tbe plant 11 cistern si~ty-five 
feet in diamete~ and twenty feet 1 

deep bas been dug and Rutherford 
& Lee have a force of men walling 
it with concrete. The house for 
the machinory is also being built. 

The cistern will be used as a 
holder for gas. The gas wifl be 
turned into tha hrilder through a 
ten inch pipe, and will be con
ducted from the holder to the 
mains by another ~en inch . pipe. 
fhe mains will lead up Court 
street, b.ranching out at Fourth 

1 
and Sixth and · at other streets .

1 
where business demands it. 

The ditch bas already been dug , 
on Court street from Third to 
Sh:th and on Fourth as far north 
as Elk. Pipe has been laid in 
.several hundred feet of the ditches. 
The vigor with which the work 

. bas been prosecuted by the new 
company bas" been a· pleasant sur
prise ·to all citizens of Beatrice. 

Whether the coal gas they pro
pose to sell will be any cheaper to 
the consumer th:an the gas made 
by the old company, is a mooted 
question. At any rate, we are. 
glacl the Eaton people are invest
ing money in the city and, giving 
employment to many men. 

Gas 



·WORJ\: JS T'ROGRESSJNG. 

11ig Dnsln at New Gns Pliint About 
Completed. 

· The work or -cem_e_n_ti~n-g.....,t..,.h_e_,,fl,..o-o-r l 
vf the .big cistern to be used ae ai gas 
holder for the Beatrice Gas and Pow
er company, will be completed this 
afternoon. Mr. Rice, tl.te superintend
<::ut or construction, in showing an 
l •Jxpress reporter around the new 
plant this morning, spoke very highly 
of the way in which the local fl.rm 
of. Ru·tb.erford & Lee are carrying I 
out their contract. 

As soon a.s the main building Is 
completed, work on the laboratory 
if' to be commenced and pushed to a 
rapid completion. The laboratory 
and 'Office wlll be a frame bullding, 
one story, 34x33. 

'l'he laboratory ls to be one of •the 
finest In point of equipment in the 
Rtate, and will be in charge of Percy 
'l'aber, a graduate o! the Royal acad
emy of Che.mlstry of London, Eng-
1nnd. It is the intention of ~he com
pany to make the Beatrice laboratory 
the headquarter!> toi: all of its busi
ness in the line of chemical analy
sis. 

E. B. Brown, in charge o! the work 
of Installing service pipes in the res
.idience nar·t of town, has a force of 
fourteen men under him and so !ar 
has something like one 'hundred and 
twenty-five service pipeS'. Mr. Brown 
ls a young man who h!U! had consid
erable experi-ence in this work and is 
considered an expert in his line . 

.A. gen.tleman who recently exam
ined the plans of the buildings and 
who le thoroughly conversant with 
the gas ·buelnese, states that the plant 
of the BE!atrice Gas a.nd Power com
pany will, when completed, be one 'Of 
the finest in the U.nlted States. 

D.,.<!_. .)_ ~ I I Ci {) ~ .. 

l)cl~Q. 1\ <(~-fl[,~ 



WILL BE MUCH ;: 
"'FOR BEATRICE. 
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New G~s .Plant Will Make Be-
atrice. Famous Around 

the World. 

FIRST PLA'.NT OF ITS KIND 
1-,---

J. Russc-1 Coul~~o! the International 
Heating and 'l:fglJUuir Compau", -

~ • i r! . 
Intcl'\'iQ}\;cd by The .~ f" ' 

E~:\ii·css . I'~/ 
~· . i : 

Mr. J. Russell ·coults o! the Inter;•· 
ti . 4i• .. ' 

na onal Heating .,~d Lighting comf 
pany, arrived in B~atrlce yesterda):'~'.· 
from an extended tf.'1P through wes~-: 
em Canada. The ~{'ndicwte of which 
Mr. Coults ls a member and which 
has just completed a ~arge gas works 
in this city, is building plants this 
summer in the important centres of 
western Canada as well as in a num
ber of western American cities. When 
in<terviewed this morning. ·by The Ex-', 
press,, Mr. Coults was ruq. ~ en•thusi-. .' 
asm over the wonderUJ:rl):.prosperlty i: . 
uf new Canada and over tg.e vast pos
sibilities o! the Internatl~nal's new 
gas i>rocess in relation to that coun-'· · 

try. . . ·'' ,,., . 
Unl.l.mitcd Straw- No .Coal~~ Wood. t !. 

"Th h t I d ' ' .... e w ea an s of westefn Can-••" 
ada," said Mr. Coults,_ "are 

0

eapab1i;' 
of furnishing bread for · the 'who!~~ 
British Empire. With this as a :chle.Q,. 
asset large cities are sprlngl~g •. up" 
and a new nation is being ·built~hi ~~ ~
regions which until a !ew years ago;. · 
were regarded as a hopeless wilder- ' 
ness. The only •thing that natur~· 
!alled to endow that country wlth~~ 
was an adequate !uel supply. They ... ) \ 
have l>ractlcally no wood and little lt' 

.coal o! any value. That defect, how-~ .. 
ever, Is not going to prove as oppres- '4' 'l'I. 
sive as has been !eared, for on the•:. 
plains, •there are burned and wasted .~· 
every !all, milllons o! tons of straw. ' 
Within five miles of most uf their 
cities, enough straw goes up in smoke 
eYery year to .furnish their citizens 
with fuel and llght, and their lndus-
tl'!es w1'th power. Ou·r new gas plants 
in that country will use straw !or . 
raw material as we ·are doing ln Be- .•· 
a trice." 

-
Bcutr,ce to Be Famous . · ·;~ . ., 

It will be remembered that Beat-}• 
!'Ice Is the first city in which the In- ,.,,_ 
ternational Heating and Lighting Co. ~1' 
have equipped on a commercial scale 4f i 
their process for the manufacture o! : .: 
gai; from straw and corn cobs, which -
Is giving such fine results. 

"Beatrice should attract some a,f- " 
tention from the fact that your new 
process is so thoroughly successful 
here," asked the reporter. 

"The building of our new process 
plant here is considered by proml
nen•t gas men as of much signifi
cance," said Mr. Coults. "It is at
tracting world-wide attention and Is 
arousing the greatest interest In the ~':! 
corn and wheait belts. Scores o! men ti• 
have expressed a desire to visit your ·· 
ci ty and to investigate our process, 
and from week to week delegations 
from various parts of the country will 
be .coming in. Even some uf our Eu
ropean stockholders are planning on 
a visit to your ci•ty." 

No one will deny that the citizens t 
of Beatrice have reason to be proud . , . 
of this new institution. Not only j. 
have we a most complete and modern ·" 

':ti. gas works, but we have the dlstlnc- "" 
tion of being the first city In the ~ 
world to have a plant which makes ~ 
gas from straw, cobs, stalks and oth-
n gramineous products. Those who •. 
have seen the new gas burning must 
idmit that a 'more beautiful luml-
11011s light Vfas never seen and those 
Hho are using; It for cooking and oth-
er fuel purposes lavish unstinted 
praise upon l•ts intense hea,t. At the 
same time it meets all domestic needs. ·it· • 
these hot midsummer days, minus ,._. · · 
the scorching discomfort to the in- ·~:} 
mates of 1the home familiar to all ~· 
who remember the old •time cook ,'J 
stove and coal range. . 

Economy Chief .Advantage. 
The chief concern to the pub-lie, · 

however, is the noticeable economy 
of the new process. As compared · 

: with the other cities of the arid wesf 
.we iarre g~lting the chElapast · high ' 
grade gas that Is anywhere furnished.. 
It ls rathei: startling to be Informed 
that while ea~tern experts declare 
the gas to be ·as rich in heat uni.ts 
and candle power as that served in 
Chicago or New York, the cost to 
the Beatrice consumer Is Jess than 
that paid· In Lincoln or Omaha. It 
Is 'llO'tlceable ·that Beatrice people are 

j not slow to appreciate this fact and 
judging by the enthusiasm expressed 
on .all sides the new g~ is hailed as 
a long sought boon to every office and 
home ln our city. 
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COMPANY WILL 
EXTEND MAINS 

Beatrice Gas and Power Com
pany Will Give Service 

to South Side. 

INSTALLING MACHINERY 

Management Expects to Man
ufacture Gas With New 
Apparatus Next Satur

day Evening. 
,!lfanager R. R. Kyd of the Beat

rice Gas and Power company, in

forms the Express that gas will be 
made at the plant with the new ap
pn.ratus hy next Saturdiiy evening. 
A force of ten men ls em'Ployed at 
tho plant installlng the machinery 
under the supervision of J. A. Mc
Collum of the Gas Machinery com
pany of Cleveland, 0., an exper
ienced engineer. 

As soon as the machinery is in
stalled the gas company will extend 
its service to South Beatrice, south 
of the river. Manager Kyd states 
that the company wlll then be pre
pared to take on all consumers that 
apply as the new machinery will 

give the plant a capacity three hun
dred per cent greater than it ls now 
able to suppiy. 

The news of the 1.)roposed exten
sion wlll be received with gratitude 
by the residents of the city who live 
south of the river, as they have ·been 
a~xlous for this service for some 
time. 

rr 



The Gas Company. 
The Beatrice Gas and Power com-

pany· during the ·past twelve months 

'

has spent $25,000 in improving its 
'Plant i-n this city. Th1ree miles of 
mains 'have ·been constructed and the 
capa-city of the 'Pliant increased from 
60,000 cu·bic feet to 200,000 cubk 
feet of gas a day. It is now -a:ble to 
give service to · all those desirin.g it. 
The ouofjp.ut ~ gas 'has increased- ifrom 
30,000 cubic 1'.eet to 70,000 .cUibic 
feet of gas 'Per day. The nice thing 
a·bout this company is that the more 
gas the people of Beatrice <::onsume, 
the more ·benefit is derived by the 
city, as the company pays a cer-

1

.tain per cent of its earnings into t!h.e 
city treasury every year. Ten men 
are employed. regula:rly 'except when , 
outside work is to be -<lone, then an ; 
extra force is added. Manager R. 
R. Kyd · is satisfied with the ·business 

I 0r the past year and looks for an in- .
1 ' crease the coming twelve montihs. 



Dr. Hepperlen Writes Open Letter 
To Gage Co. Gas, Light & Power Co. 

Postcard Referendum on Rates Recently Inaugurated Gives 
R ise to His Views Tµerein Expressed 

I onh1 ancl rl'llOrts referred to :rntl in 
Dr. IL M. Hep11erlen has addressed 1• • inincl a.n<l the)' the gas l'011s1in1c· s . 

an open leller to the Gage 'Couuly I 1 t . to ·tiis,,·e 1· 01· llle·1d . . a11i:ea o )Oil • • 
?aR, Light & Power company, which •guilty lo the iiHlictment; to-wit: 
is self-explanatory and !Jas lrnntlerl a ,\ l. Thut your en lire vlant i11clutl
co11y to The Dail)· Express with a re-1 ing merchandise stock ai1<l about $:lU
q11cst to 1111blish. ll is as follows: 000 worth or experimental materials 
Gage County Gais, Light & Power Co. and equipment, re11rcsented au orig-

Gentlemen: inal exncnctitnre or approximately 
The convenient postal-card, on one $80,000.00. 

i;ide or which yon urge your rnstom- \ :!. That. through the representa
<'rtl to c:q1r::>ss th emse lves in favor "r lions or your vresident $10!!,llOU.Ou 
ollowlug you Lo continue the collec- was secured on a mortgage lo:.rn ou 
liou o[ present gas rates and on the this pro1>erty. 
other side of which is contained a. I a. Thal in adclilion to the lo~n 
blunt threat to "close down our referred to, $I r.0.000.00 or cnp1b l 
plant" iC obliged to carry out your stock was issued · on the basis or this 
contract with the citizens, should \proiierly ns secur ity . 
,have received, in justice to both or 4. That the ouly considernlion 
us, earlier attention. ..1ven ror this stoclc issue was the 

'l'his appears par~icularly true ;ight to make gas out or straw in 
wllen one notes that you offer for fa- Gago connt.v, Nebraska. 
vorallle exJ)"resalons a "Promise" to !i. 'l'ha.t on the [nee of these lig

ibetter Y'QUr "service," and are willing 'ures It appears that a property that 
to net ns judges nnd clerks o[ elec- ;cost.in the neighborllood oC $S0,000. I lion, canvassing board and tile ; is mortgagt?d for $2!1 ,000.00 more 

1 "whole works" to insure a. Cai1· count I than it cost and that the total as~eto; 
nnd nn imtiartinl verdict. Jn these of the company represented 'by $2 .:dl,-

. times of uplift and reform, there is 000.00 in stocks and bonllt<. had a 
1~1-0thing qnit"c so ll~!llllnr as to "let value wheu new of only $80,000.00. 
l the 1>eople rnle" and you seem desir- A private •llusiness: concern In that 1i-

l
<JUl' or doln,g so on n personally con- nanclal condition, It seems to me, 
ducted plau. would ca ll a. meeting or Its sto<'k-

To be 11P.rCectly frnnk I hnve not holders-put in the business about 
!Jeon :'Ille to determine from .a care- ~u0,000 or new ca.11ita.l-or turn itll 
fill stu dy or your postal, how one f,roperty O\'er to its bond holders to 

1 Jmvl!l~ the desire to Ile ju11t to your lunnhle them to recover at lea.st some 
,company and to himself should vote 11rnrt oC their investment . They would 
on the question. The udvert:sements liu my judgment, and that or shrewd 

1 that you are running in the city 1in- and honest business men, lHefer 
)lern J1llr1:ort to state facts but are li:u ch course to tile mercenary one of 
Jar:klng in essential details that '1rn;;giug their customers to pay in-

' would enable one to intelligenlly de- j <rnaHcd. rates. 

ltermino the qnestion~:111d again, I G. 'l'hal yon now a.re eeeldng to 
!'revions re1>orts and records or your maintain :!. rate rrom 20 to 30 11 er 

l<·ompany and findings from lnvesti- u•t1l hii;her thnn the rate, which you 
lgatious Into your earnings, as made contnicted with the city, the pres:mi 
)by members or tile city council-as rate, 110 w ii~ litigalio11 matle 1;0~11ible I well as the statements of your com- by the mistake of a former mayor in, 
)lDny o·•er the signature of its pres!- ~ii:;niui; an ordinance when he 

'jtlent, show an entirely dirrerent nnd thought he was signing a veto. 
01111osi1c state of fal:ls. . 7. Thnt the quality of gas su1>-

Jl HCems dear, under these circum- plied to consumers averages from 1;; 
stanC'es, that you would desire for \to 30 Iler rnnt lower in heat value 
11ra.cticnl busines~-ir not for moral than you contracted with the city to 
roaeons - to give the citizens facts \snplJly, making it cost the consumer 
Lhut will enallle them to rrnss lnte111- l!i to 20 11er cent more than the pres-
gently on the gas rate question. cnt rates ns they a11)lea.r on the face 

For your IJ1formntlou ns well "as or your bills. 
that of the pulJllc, I res)lectrully 'di-
rect your" a.lte.rition ·Co ti10··"foliii\v'ii1g· ·, 

1
things that may be found in thA rec- · 

~C\.5 
[ \ e.C J. f I C i 1\j 

s. That th P. a1lv •rt isements yon 
are 1irinting in lo<'a l l>:J1>ern are -mis
leading and untrue. The cost or 
manufacture and distrilJnlion .of gns 
indu1lini; cost of all l<thor, mnterlal, 
kalwge, dcpl"f•t·ial ion an<.1 a reason-

able ra.tc or i11tPrnsl on actual invest
ment does n<.t arno11111 lo !l!lt' pe r ~1 

<'llbi c root a11<l clo<~s not cxrccd 701· · 
per l\I i:u bic foc.t. 

!J . Th ut with the pre.eat daily 
r.veragc output of 70,000 cubic feel 
nnJ the 11rescnt rate, the 1·011111:1.ny is 
earnin g a net annual profit or ap
]lroximalely $l!i,:J30.IJO, a snm that 
eqnah; (j per cent interest on $2f1fi,

f1tlO.Of1 or aln1ost :!!J per c~11t. on th e 
estimate coi;t or <·om;trncling a new 
and better plant. 

10. '!'hat your president in a re
cen tly pulllished statement over his 
signat11re and upon which a Chicago 
broker is seelcing to sell $1,300,000 
of honds of the Consolidated Gas & 
E le<.tric J,ight Co.-a new com11any 
which recently took over the capital 
s tock and pro1>erty oC your compaur 
- slated that the ne w conrnrn was 
earning .more than three times the 
interest charges on Its bonded ln
delltedness. 

The above a.re some of the things, 
which if correct or even only a11nrox
ima.tely correct, prevent me from 
voting for your 11roJ1osit.io11 . I have 
no doubt others have not returned 
your 

0

postal-card [or the same or sim
ilar reasons. 

You therefore shou ld hasten to 
put yourself right with 0111· cilizrns 
and to ease the· 1n1bli c mind Jr It IH : 

I 
in error, by re11lying in one oC Y~tir i 
quarter uage ads, to each propcslt :o :1 , 

seria.tim. \ 
The people demand that you 1!0 · 

this or despatch your Attorneys .to 
Lincoln forth wilh to dismiss the caEe , 
now pending in the rnurts. 

You may regain the con!ltlence of 
the 1>eople by 11u rsu ing either of 
lliese honorable courses, but not by 
dodging th"- issues tha.L your inl!lru- · 
c'.ent acts have raised in the minds or 
the l)eople-nor by raising new qu es
tions until yon have made full and 
fra nk answer. 

Very re s11cctrully 
H. M. Hl~PPhlllLEN. 



:N anager . Rice Answers 
Letter Of ·Dr. Hepperlen 

1Manager . Thomas .Rice, of the 
Gage :County >Gas, LigU1it & Power 
Company addresses T.he Dall)'. Ex
press as follows in answer to Dr. 
Hepperlen's communication of Thurs
day·. It explains itself: 

By The Daily Express I notice an 
open letter addressed to the Ga!:> 
Company by Dr. Hepperlen. As (h t! 

gas company has received no 'such 
letter from Dr. Hepperlen, and as the 
only lntormatlon I have concerning it 
lR from the columns of the papers, I 

· take It that the doctor was more con
cerned In advertising his dislike to 
the gas company than in trying to 
correct any of the abuses which he 
thinks exist. 

It Dr. Hepperlen will take the 1 

trouble to Investigate, he will find 
that lllany or the statements con
tained In his lette·r are wholly withou t 

.•• foUndatlon and are untrue. In fact, 
t 

the letter signed by H. M. Hepperlen 
bears . all the ear marks ol a certain 

: . .Beat1·lce attorney who, for a number 
or years, bas devoted himself to ylo
lent attacks upon the gas company, 
and whos.e whole career as a c1tizen · 
of Beatrice has been that or a destroy
er, rather than a lmilder. I am very 
much surprised to . think tliat a 
learned gentleman occupying the po- · 
sitlon occupied by Dr. He11perlen 
would lend his name to a letter con-

/. talning so many misstatements and 
....-;. so much that Is unjust and unfair. 

·It certainly seems very unfortunale 
'I that Dr. Hepperlen should charge 
:. ~ther people with making promises 
' which they have never kept. This is 
· a. cba·rge which might easily be made 

against many people who set. them
selves up to be Immaculate. 

The gas company has nothing to 
conceal from the public or from Its' 
consumers. Ali we ask ls that we 
should be granted a rate which would 

. allow us a reasonable return upon the 
actual valua.tiou of our properly. . 

The records of the ·United States 
Court at Lincoln contain the sworn 

: statements or qualified engineers 
: that the present property and bus!
. ness of the gas company .could not be 

duplicated for less than $130,000. 
Some engineers place the amount 20 

· per cent higher than this. Even the 
engineers who were employed by the 
city In th·e gas company suit have 
made and metl sworn statements that 

~the property could not be duplicated 
~tor less ... th'ai'i "'$100;6bo:" · • " " ~ " · "· 

The gas com1mny asks no enormous 
: llrofits, but only a Jiving rale. lf the 
. gas com11any could possibly be so for

tunate as to mak fl fteen or l wen ty 
thousand dollars a year, as Dr. Hc11-
perlen Is said to be making, and on 

50 slight an investment as Dr. Hep-
. perlen is said to have invested, we 

would he perfectly wl11ing to lower 
our rates. But while Dr. He11ri.erlc'.1 
is taking from the people of this v1-

: cinlty an enormous amount of money 
each year and s11en..ding It in build
ing enormous housr.s and for his ow.n 
llersonal benefit, the gas com1rn.ny is 

. 1iaying ant to the working people of 

. Beatrice almost $10,000 a. year In 
wages, which amounl goes al on~e 
Into the channels of trade, and it 
seems lo me that n man who gets so 
much from the people and gives so 
little in return as Dr. He1lll~rlen 
should be the last man to crltlc1se a 
public enterprise like the gas con:
pany, especially when no private ind1-
vld11al has had so much done · for him 

. by the gas company as has :Or. Hep-

· verlen. . 
. As to the statements made by Dr. 

Hepperlen in his advertisement:, l 
wish lo . say that it is true that th~ 
gas company bas about $15,000 ~ 
capital sloclr outstanding and tilat it 
has about $106,000 of bonds outstand
ing 1t Is also true that the gas 
co~pany has never in a single year 

I It has been doing business In 
s nee "h 
Deatrice been able to make enO\}o -
money to pay Its running expense~ 
and pay the Interest on Its handed 
debt. There has· never bee1;1 a divi
dend or any kind declared on the 
capital stock or the gas company or 

. u)JQll ::.ny part thereor. 
i~ the gas compat;!Y ls only asking 

tbe people or Beatrice to pay rates 
for gas t11~t will enable It lo pay its 
reasonable expenses or operation and 
to pav a fair rate of Interest on the 
;i.mou~t necessary to duplicate th.e 
plant and business, there Is not a fah
mlnded man in the city of· Beatrice 
who ·cau object, nud until the rates 
~eceived by the gas company art! 
shown to do mor.e than this, no man 
who Is willing to bo fair can object. 
.. As I have stated, the bonded debt Is ·1 

about $106,000, which ls more than 
$20,000 less than the present val,ue of 
the plant as fixed by conservatl\ e en
gineers. The gas company has never 
In a single year been able to make 
enough money to pay Its operating 
expenses and to l)ay the interest on 

this bonded debt, so t.hai tlie stock
holders have never at any time re
relved one dolln 1· in the way of divi
dends. 'Vho is there among the hon-, 

est men or l:leat rice who will insist 
that a public scrvicr company be re
quired to furnish service to the pub
lic at a rate so low that it CllJJllOt 
pay !ls runnng expenses and pay al 
least 6 per cent on ·the amount nec
essary to duplicate IL'l 11lant and bus
i~ess, · without allowing anything for 
depreciation No one except the man i 
who is Ignorant of conditions or the I 
man who Is blinded by prejudice. 

Dr.' Hepperlen makes the stalemenl 
that we are seeking to maintain a 
rate from 20 to 30 per cent higher 
than the rate named in the original 
franchise. The original franchise was 
based entirely on n proposltlml to 
make gas out or straw and cobs . 
It was round to be Impossible to 
do this, and lhe gas company was 
compelled lo resort to the old meth
ods or manufacturing gas. 'fhesc , 
methods were much more ex11enslve ' 
The roe.Her was fairly presented Lu 
the city council. A committee of men , 
~ome or whom were prejudiced 
against the company, was appointed 
by the council to In vestlgate and th IF 
commit lee, after an extensl ve In ves
tigatlon, made al tile expense of the 
gas company, reported to .the city 
council that the gas company was not 
paying ex11enses, and the mayor and 
council, after duly considering the 
matter, and following the advice of 
the city attorney that they had u 
right to raise the rate, increased thr 
rate. 

The gas rates In Deatrlce a re to
do y lower than In any city in th r:· 
state or Nebraska, except the cities or 
Lincoln and Omaha and yet, In spilt> 
of this !:ict and the !act that the gas 
company has never been able to pa) 
its 01Jeratlng expenses and the Inter· 
est on Its bonds, there are soine peo
ple In Beatrice, who have never done 
anything for Beatrice, but who have 
al ways been wan Ung Beatrice to . do 
something for them, who have spent 
their time for y'ears In misrepresent
ing the conditions of things and en
deavoring to create a prejudlc~ 

against the gas company. 
The gas company is the only pub

lic service company In the city of Be
atrice that pays a franchise t.ll.x. By 
the franchise granted to It, th<> gai; ; 
company each year pays Into the clly 
treasury 3 per cent of Its gross In
come. This tax amounted to the fol
lowing sums : 
1'910 •::'.". :: :·: . '.. : : ;·: .. : ... . . . $H30.9Z 
1911 ........................ $1044.00 
1912 ........................ Sl601.60 . 



In addition to thlll ext r:i. tax, the 
gas company hns )laid a general tax a:; , 
follows: 
1910 ...... ...... .... .... ..... $iiiG.21 
1911 .. . .. .. ' .. . .............. $83!).77 
1912 . . . . . . . . . . approximately $825.00 
Adding these sums together :::hows 
that the gas coru-1iany has paid total 
taxes as follows: 
1910 ................. . ...... $218i.12 I 
1911 ........ .. . . .. . . ' ... ' ... $1883.7'; 
1912 ........................ $2426.GO 

We understand that the personal 
tax of Dr. HeJJ11el"len for th:~ year 
1912, including )loll tax, amounts to 
Jess than $40. This seems to be a 
wonderfully low tax fur a man said to 
be making $20,000 a year. 

Dr. Hepperlen mys that th e q11ali
ty of. gas which we s upply to our con
sumers averages lii to 20 ~1er cent 
less in heat value than what we cou
tractcd to furnish to the city. I chal
lenge the correctness of this state
ment and. offer our laboratories and 
any assistance that we can give to Dr. 
Hep)Jerlen for ·him to 11rove the asser
tion he has made. Let him prove it, 
or let him apologize to the people of 
the city of Beatrice for making a 
statement or facts concerning which 
he knows nothing. I am greatly 
surprised that a man of Dr. Hepper
Jeu's standing would be willlng to 
sign a Jetter containing such state
'ments ' as these. 

Pr. He11perlen also states that our . 
ad•vel'tlsements arc untrue and that 
the cost of manufacturing gas, inc!ud
lng labor, material, leakage, depreci
ation and n reasonable rate of intcr
es~ on investment is less than we 
state. Again I challenge the coneet
ness of Dr. Hepperlen's statement and 
demand that he prove the same. 1 

had not learned that" Dr. Hepperlc'.1 
was an authority on gas manufac
ture. I have always known hlt11 to be · 
an authority on appendicilis, but H 
he Is a gas expert, here is an 011por
tunl-ty fo'r him to prove to the people 
o! Beatri!!e that his statements arc 
true. 

Dr. Hepperlei1 also signs a state
ment claiming that the gas com1iany 
.Oas a net aI'lriual profit of approxi
mately $15,330. This Is cer~ainly a 
strange statement to be made by a 
physician who has never seen our 
books has never inquired as to our 
assets .or our liabllities, and knows 

1 
nothing whatever about the facts in ' 
the case. Again I say that the doctor 1 

has ·be~n misinformed and thnt his I 
statement is u_ntrue, and· a;ain J 
challenge him to proYc It to the peo-. 

11le or Beill ri<'e or to a pologlze to 
your readr•n fnr hi s mis!;tatement. 

The fa c:ls arr, ns I have stated, 
that th e gas company has uevcr becu 
al.Jle to even pay Interest on Its UOG,-
000 of bonds In addition to Its running 
expenses anti that the net earnings 
or the compa.111', after the payment o[ 
opera.ling expenses, are les s th:rn one
lhird or the amount named in Dr. 
Hepperlen·s letter. 

Whel•her the president or t)iis com-
11a;1y has staled that bis gas co1111m
nies (of which he is Interested in 
several) arc earning more than three 
limes the lntere::;t cha rges on th ei r 
bonded debt, or not cuts no figure 
whatever so far a s this discussion !!; 

concernecl. The fa cts are, as J have 
stated, that. the local gas com pany 
does not make enough money to pay 
interest on its bonded debt, and this 
intcrnst nrnst be made up from other 
sou rces. 

T·he people of Deatrice should know 
trat there is a set or nH:n in tliis dt~· 

who are always "knockers.'" and who 
are never "!Joostcrs." These men 
have never lift ed a hand tn hel11 B<'

a-trice unless th ey could see some- 1 

tiling in it for themselves. _Some of 
these men have always oecn fighUni; 
the gas company, and some or them 
havo been exee)Jtlonally friendly to 
the electric light company. I am sur
prli;e<I thal Dr. Hcp11erlen should he 
~vill111g to class l!imse)[ wilh lhh 
kind of men. Had he taken I he 
trouble to Investigate conditions, I 

•am sure he wouid not have done so . 
All the gas com11nny asks Ii:; a 

-square deal. It ls furnishing Urn 
city of Deatrlce wilh good gas at a 
lower rate than any other city or this 
size In Nebraska. Up to this elate ia 
its his tory It has never boen able to 
pay its expenses and G per cent on 
the amount. of money it would be nec
essary to s11cnd in order to duplicate 
t-he 11lant. 

Do th!! fair mlnclell, honest citizens 
or Deatrice who 1.Jcllevc in fair ;·Jay 
and who arc not actuated by any 1le~ 
sire for revenge or any desire to 
crip11le the gas company in order to 
help out some com11etltor think it is 
a wise thing to drive the gas com-
11any into bankruptcy? 

THOMAS RICE. 



NEW CONCERN 
TAKES CHARGE 

Conlincutal Gas and }!;Iccil'ic Co. 
tnkes Ovc1· nusiness. New System 

Highly Spoken of by Expe1·t. 

Today the Continental Gas and 
Electric company of Cleveland, 0., 
took formal possession of the pro-
1~erty formerly owned •by the Iowa
Nebraska Public Service corpora- , 
tion. The work of improving and re- i 
constructing the system which has j 
been go_ing on under the supervision i 
of Engineer JD. V. Capps of £lair 

1

. 

:will be continued. 
Beatrice will 'have an excellent 

system of · lighting when . tho rccon- ; 
struction work is finished. 1!'. H. · 

· Brown, formerly engineer for the 
-Lincoln Traction company and now 
manager of the Red Oak, Ia., divi
sion of the Continental Gas and 
Electric company's business, was 
in the c!ly just preceding the pur
chase of t_he electric ocmpany's 
property to get a rough invoice or 
the property. A:flcr looking over Urn 
reconstructio.n work and the plans 
for the system here in Beatrice he 
reported to the company that Beat

·rtce would have an excellent sys
tem. 

He said that Mr. Capps had plan
;ned a system wntch, when complet
ed, woul~- · be the lbcst in any city 
in Nebraslqi.. He also stated that the 
reconstruc,tion · work· was being car
ried on in ,;i.n -excellent manner anrl 
that Beatrice ·was very fortunate 
to have s.o -.careful and efflcent 'an 
engineer -ip. · charge of the recon
struction worlc in Beatrice for it 
insured the efficiency or the system. 

,. 
' .. 
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MANAGEM'ENT ·OF GAS COMPANY:'} 
~· Aft·NOUNCES Wltl CLOSE DOW ..... 
·. PLA·N MIDNIGHT~OF J - ~. 

,. 
. , ";. 

Result of Failure of City Commissioners to Gra!lF~ 
In Rates Asked l~r Temporarily to Meet lncreas~ 

1 Cost of Coke ~d Oil-Causes. Sensatio~ · .1 ' 
. ' (' 

I As a result of the refusal of th e •

1

. be taken in the. matter. at o 
, city rommissioners to grant an in- A formal notice of ' the 
crease in rates asked for by the of the company \o dqefe• : . 
Gage County Gas, Light & Power pla11t on June 12 .will;' oe·: .' 
compan1, Manager Thomas Rice an sonsumers and a statement 
nounced this afternoon that the so be made through the ne 
company will close down its plant It was stated so~e. tim~~. 

The com pan filed a petition with the company was m ~ • 
at midnight Wednesday, June 12. where some relief must ))e.lt 
the city commissionem some months .Failing · to secure ~his :r~ 
ago setting forth that it had been o·nly course is the ~losi,ng: .. _; 
op.erating at a loss for over two the plant. . · ,:: :.:-. 
y~ars owing to increase in the price Pays Franchise {tlif' 
of coke, oil, etc . A temporary in- A check of $941.50, th-e '" 
crease in rates of fifteen per cent due the city from the gas ~R 
was asked Ior at first. The action "on its franchise tax fo.r ~ 
not being favorably acted upon, al· year, was paid to the -ct 

' though an . audit of the cpmpany's this afternoon: If ltjle orollr: .. ~ . 
books by F. E. Wheeler showed that dovln the plant is carf.ied: . ;.' 
the contention of the company that will b~ \the last · ~y01ent ,': 
it wa.S operating at a lo~ ·was cor- will receive from tne ~~p. 
rect, an attempt was· made to se- Nothing To ·~y . . ;, 
cure . individual contracts with CQn Asked 8:.8 to what. 8.c;fi01;1. i. 
sumers calling for an increase of I would take, in . t~ i;n~(er! . 
twenty per cent. ; ,Heffelfinger and City Co . .... 

The subsequent mass meeting of Weigel informed -,an l:xpr~ 
consumers and its proceedings are er this afternoon . that ~~ . 
familiar· to Beatrir.e 'residents, the stateme.nt to make· at this . ' 
commissioners tabling a request of .ferrip.g ,to await .the !orm:!!-1/.P 
a committee of citizens that .action the gas : company. . . • 

. ~e 'G'as Controversy 
~ The . miP:o\ui~ement · 9! · .. · the gas 

· 'companY. that the lo.cal plant is to 
·be clgsed d<?_wn at midllight, June 
'12. as a result or the fhllure of the 

. 'city cominissioners to grant the 
!!Ompany p_er~is~ion tQ incre~e its 

· ·rp.te~. brj.ng~ the consumers of the "),,. 
· :eitY.. face to face with a serious sit- ~..,LI 
! 'ua,t!on. . : U 'r. 
· : L~avihg . aside all controversy be- . [l1 l ~ 
' twe'en. th~ . city commissioners and 
~.he ga,s commmy .n.s to the necessity 
'for -the incr.ease asked, the gas con
Jsumerfi of the .city 'ar.e the people to 

· 1be taken into consideration in th e 
'matter ind . tl]ey insis_t that some
.thing be done at 'once to avert the 
;rJrQ'.Hr .dO:-VJl uf 1.lu• J.tlan! \\: :1, l '1e; 

'conseqµent ... i11conveniences whit:h 
'tli cy will be compelled to suffer 
,!?bouJd. th.e JP1IJ.Quncement of Uie 
jC.OIDPS,PY, • .J:>e nµt into .effect. 

"Tlie gas company management 
.cl1J.i!1lll th.q.t . it cannot run. its. plant 
1at P..r:~seri.t rates, 8.$Ser.ting that it 
Es . be~; losi~g :mo.n.ey1 for. -over two 
y:ears: It gives; the report"of ·a Beat• 

6r.ice .nct:oy~arit,: to substantiate it$ 
h1tatemcnts., i Phe ' city commission; 
ere 5eem to have little faith in thQ 
·company's statements at least rc1 
fu sing to grant the reli ef asked. 

I As a . result tlie gas consumers or 
:the· oity · 8'1'0.? to · be made the goat; 
,.and. a:re. ~pw. facing ·the-dilemma. of 
.of 'l;>Jiing CPrnP.elled to' go wiUiout 
'·gas. Many Beatrice homes o,re 
1pip~d fob g'{l.s : alone, and- oo. pur• 
!ch~se. ~tove~ o.nd other eq1i~prnen ! 
1at· 1liis time would mean .s11~tam 
'tinl · Joss· , Those .. affected· c~re but 
little for the controversy bet:weeq 
tti,e .city ari"d the gas · company. 
;They- are entitle<:l .t.o gas service, 
·'a1id shou·ld; ~ot fo r a moment be 
put· to inconvenience owlng to thG 
inability .. of the gas· compary· anc\ 
the city c.citnmissiopers to sett! e 

1 
tlieir differences. . 

If the gas company is unable to 
fur)1is)~ ga.s at the present ·rates; 
1and · tfie ~ity .fe!'!ls that · the rate is 
"high enougb, the· remedy would n.p~ 
·pear. to . pe, .the . operation of the 
~ P.Iirnt ~Y the city. · 
. : mne gas; p,lant• should. not be ~er
; mitt;ed ;.tQ close down for a sin,gJe 
~on~~n.t. · 1}till. gas ~onsum.ers are 
,haJd#1g: tlle·JC)ty. ·aommissioners re-
' onsHrle'" for- a: satisfactory. settle
.m.cnt of presen.t conditions. It is 
~ up .. to. , tb~ '. city .. commiss,ioners· . to
r sec •to if that an agreement is en, 
··fared_. irlto whereby · servioe will 
;00ntii.H1~. No · eX!perinients will sat.; 
,1i~~¥· ~t this t,ime. 
_ .. Thl~.ill no thlle ·1w stalling, The 
, pepp,le want and are d.emantling 

1';ncti~. ·mve the ;gas compan:v· the 
"'relief· as-keel for temporarily · or ·to 
' op~r,,ite the pld.nt. l:iY, the city. 



.. ' .. ~ .. MANAGEMENT Of GAS COMPANY 
ANNOUNCES WILL CLOSE DOWN 

PLAN MIDNIGHT OF JUNE 12:: 
Result of Failure of City Commissioners to Grant Increase .. 
. In Rates Asked for Temporarily to Meet Increased 

Cost of Coke and Oil-Causes Sensation 

As a rr.s 11ll. or llir. refusal of 1hc' be taken in 1.llc maU.cr n1. once. 
cily eommission<~ rs lo grant an in- A forrn:il 11ofice of I.he decision 
crc:1sr. in rates :1skrd for by 1hc of the company 1o close down its .. 
Gnge C.ounf.y Gns, Light & Power 1ilnnt on .T11nr. 12 will lie mailed fo' 
compnny, Mnnngrr Tliomns Rice nn sons11mers nnd n. sfafr.ment will al:.: 
nounrr.cl 1ltis nffrl'lloon 1Jrn.I. 1.lle so he rnndr. fhro11gh l.lir. newspape1;s." 
rompnny will c·losr down ifs plnnt It wns sf:i1r.cl :::omc f.imr. ngo that' 

Tltc! c·ornp:iny filPd :1 pr.I.if.ion wifl1 f.llr. co111p;111y w:is in a positio'i} ' 
;11. 111id11ig-l1f. \Vt'cl1wsday, .Time 12. wlH1 r<! so1111' ndid must IJc obtain e'c:C 
the cif.y r.ommissionrr:' some m<rnths Jt:1iling lo sPcurc 1.lds relief, th.e 
ago srlfin~ fo1'1.h flint. if. liacl llr.cn only ro11rs<~ is I.lie~ closing down of! 
01wr:1f.ing nl. a loss fol' ovr.r 1.wo 1.hc pl:inf.. 
ycnrs owing lo incrc>ns<' in 1.lt~ pdcc P a ys F ranchise Tax 
of rokr, oil, <'IC . J\ femporn1-y in- A r.lH~ck of $94l.SO, the anwug~ 
crcusc in rat.cs or fiff('Cn per cent clue the cil.y from the gas comparii.. 

iwns :u;k<'d fo1· n1. fi1·sf. Tlll'~. n.ction on its frnnclii!:!e tax for the . paSf; 
not h<'ing fnvornhly :id.cd 11pon, :i]- ycn.r, was paid to the city cl(:}rk 
t11011Rl1 :111 nwlit or I.lie romp:rny's this afl.crnoon. If tlie order to clos.e. 
hooks by F'. R \Vllrr.lr.r showed 1.hat down 1.li<' plm1t is carried down, this. 
t.110 r.ontcntion of 1.he rompnny tllnt wil I be I.he 1:1st payment the ci.ty·, 
it wns opr.rn.l.i ng af· :i. loss Wns co r- will rr.r.civr. from the r.ompany. 
rC'cl., :rn nflrmpl. w:?s made to sc- Nothing To Say 
cure irnlivid11:tl co11f1·acf.s with con Asked ns lo ' :v ll at: n.cl io n the city 
sumers cnlling fol' :111 increase of jwould takr in 111e matter, Mayor 
twenty prr cent. Heffelfinger and City Commissioner 
.. The suhscrr11.cnt. rnnss meeting of Weigel in fol'med <in Express report 
consumers nrnl ii.<; procr.rdings n1·c er this n.ffernoon 1.hat they had i}o 
fn.milinr to nr.ntricr. residents, 1hc st.n.tcmcnt to make :it. this time, pre
commissionr1:s tnhl ing a. request of f 1Ting to a wail Ute formal notice of 
n. committee of rifizc~ns that action tllc gas corn.p:rny. .. . .. 

------------------ ------



COMMISSIONERS NOT READY T.0 
COMMENT 'ON GAS.· ·co A ACTION 

· No .action hns ns yrl. hrrn f:1kP11 · JJrcsent monlh, (.Tnne), al which 
J1y fhr\ city rnmniis~ioiwrs rrl:ifi\·r, time the gns will be slrnl ofr to all 

l 
· . , consmn<'rs. 

0 I.Ill\ llll110111H't'll1Pllf nf fhl' gn s I O\v1"ll"" lo 1J1n nxl · 1· . . ,., . . " " .ramc mary war 
rrm1p:111r 111:111ng1•1111'nl 111:11 11 w!ll i<'onrlilions anil Lhc :-;rcat. ancl contin-
1·]0;!;e rlown its plant :ii 111id11ig hl: in~ increase in lhe cost o[ materials 
'Vt!d11rsrlav, .Tunr. 12. land labor it hns been for some lime 

, • . · . . • lmown lo the cil.y conn<:il aucl· lo the 
I lie r1l.y -r.omm1~S!Oll<'l 's nsserf 'JJubllc gcnt·rally tha.l the company 

that lhcy have no sl.1.lcmr.nf. to mn.kc wa.s oncmt.ing its pl::mt at a Jos15• 

-inn.kc al this ;imr. :1s lh<' n11ly 110-· 'l'he a.dual cost o( f11rni:ihing gas lo 
;liri! f.liey h:tvi• or '11 11 ! pl[tll s 0 ·r ll;I'' i~s consumers Px<:ectl:-1, ancl for some 

. time J1as <'Xccc<lcrl, its rrceipls from 
.I-fas cnmp:111y 1s 1111• a1111011_11cf'1111·111 the salr. 0c l'as withonl. taking inlo 
, made 11iro11i;1i tlic lll!\\"sp:11wrs. I r.onsi<lcrnuon the r1c11rcr.iation or its 

ll is 1111dC'rsfood f11af nnol ht'r C'f- 11lanl. or I.he payment of Jntcre!'lt 
0

forl. will hr. madi\ lly JmsiiiP.-<s 111 ,, 1, I upon il.s inrlchl.etlncss. 
- . · _ · · As is v;cn<milly lrnown, the com-

lo lll'llll{ f.11r. co1111111s1011r•1·s :111d g:1s · llally is, ancl for years has been rur-
111:111ngc111c11 t logr!l.hr.I' 011 some snl"I. ., nif;h in;; ga.<> to iL<> consumers at low
or n. proposition which wi II prP- er ml.cs 1.han Lhoiw in olller cities 
V<'nf. ll1t• dosi11~ down of tlir• pl:illl · lor_ llw si:r.C' of nc:i.1ricc, Ril.11afcrl : in 

F 11 · · ti , • U11s part. o[ the connll'y. 'Notw1lh-
. 'o. owmg is w company s slate-, sl.andinrr I.his fact, in snch olher ct-
ment: liPs, the local •authorities or these 
To -Our Ca.s Consumers: olhc1· cilies ·havc rccenlly generally 

On account of unavoirhblr cansC'R ;;r:mfccl very snbslantial lncreasea 
hcyond its control, the Cage Crumly j in g:rn rates. 
•Gas Light &. l'ow1\r rom pany is. anrl The com1mny anrl also a majority 
for some limC' has hPPn, 1111ahlC', (ex- ( ils 11:1.l.rons, have urged npon the 
ce11t at a great anrl rapidly iucr<':lR- II 111·cs<'nt. cil.y adminislrafion the ·jus
inp; loirn), o furnish ;;as to ilr; pat- I.ice anl] necessity of p;rantlng such 
rons at the rat.cs which arr. now. an1l a rcasonahlc incl'easc in gas rates . 
for S<'V<'ral yC'ars lasl. pasl, havc as woul1l he fair l.Jot.h to the -com
been, in fol'cc, ancl as lhC' city coun- . ~mny . a:nrl ils J1af.roni;, an1l cn51ble "the 
cil or Beatrice ha.s ncgiPclP1l anrl r<'- conninny to conlinne in buslliess. 
used lo grant the company an in- TheRe efforts ·1iavc been wholly In 

crease in ii.<> rates for gas, the com- vain aml there being no relle! In 
pany J1as been force<l to rlccirlc lo sight, lhc company is relu~tanlly 
l!hnl down 'l<> plant, as kast Lem- forced Lo clisconlinno opera.lion at 
porarlly ancl until conrlitions arc i<o l east for the time being, commen·clng 
changed eilhc1· by a s11ffkicnt in- ,wil.h midnir;ht. on the 12lh clay or the 
crease 'n ga.<> rates ·hy the city coun- 11rcsent. monfJ1. --
cil or hy a rPrlucl.inn in th<' ('osl oC ln this <!onnccl.ion, we desire to 
materials 'ancl lal.Jor nccesr,a.ry (or t.h:i.nlt onr 11atrons for the way tn 
the ·JJroclnct ion or p;a.<; to cn:i.hlc the whid1 I.hey ·have .generally st.ot>d by 
com1iany Lo rPsnmc the opera.I.ion or us in our effort.<; 1.o continue In busl-
its 11lnnt. ness anrl i;crve them. 

In order to ca.nsc as lit tic inr.on- Dated .fonc 1, 1!>18-
venicnce as nossiblc to ii.I! 1iat.rons, The 'Gage Conuty Gas, Light & 
U1e com'f>any will operate its .plant. Power Company_ 
l.lld furnish p;as at the 11rcsPnt r:i.te11 By TIHQS. RICE, 
until midnight of t.he 12-fh of lhe Its Manager. 



~~;~~Ull.~,, ... ~,·- !f1,ZENS 
' . .;._it-· .. _: ::-" ... :~ ... , ~. . ···.. ·.- "' -· : .. ·' ·.; - ·. . -.· . ·.. . . ~ 

. ' ;_ ~~~ Ae~4 Tues~~; eyeu-.'··.th&,t,·J.'!J-~ ~ay be adjusted in. the 

B'ritl'Wa;~!h~~r~~~i ru!m~fmr;: 4!~Pr:~~i:::~. of 
·• '""esplutio°Ps ·-wel'e · unanim- : , Tli~.aitua~iiim. was discussed i~· an 

i;~~e~0~:t~!ri~;:~ '.?;~~~f:~#r~;~~~~: .a~:;: 
.. ~~~~'·mqe:; ~me .. thbflB l)S.~c.Jpaf.iilg· heiilg Gen. L w. 

h~f~.~:!tt:£;:~~l~as: ::~Jf~i~~Jli·s;~~G~~~· · 1ic!~. B'::.ger. 
. ···.'J.k~~~f!~Jfinger and CO#i,- ;Ii~ve~qne; W. H. D~Bolt, Dr.· C. _P .. 

· .Rife Ji;J'1d Weigel were in. ;Fah,. ·. ·· · · . . . . . · . . 
·~~:;~t- ~l,~etb~g.. . T!,le~. j ~fa.~or . H~felfinger .·stated dilring
·.~t they· wo.u}d act upon ~e' meetin!J that he favored a plan 

·: r .·end.atj.op <!f'the n.ieet;i~g: '\fher~py ·aJ). .acco:untant ·might be 
~oi'and :tcixnau~ner -Rife P!Q,ced._ ln .t!\~ office of ·the· con.ipan~ 
. ot-'.·'.·the r~lutiori . \Vliich '·iii for ~one, two or three moriths in 
· ··:( :·:·' ., .·· ····· '- ' . '. -~· iordl!r:to•deteniline the actual·cost.s 
,,.,,_!: · · ' · · . · · • .~: fof Jfuiiiufacturhig gas , runliing the 
;}~ .. ~_.the s~~e-of the ~ee~~ ·~t, :.e_¥,.,,~·no.t takin~ into con8id-: 
-:~!l'·~'-ss~ne;s;-~~~ era~ori'-,the,report of th,e ·companyl 

_':!.~tn,;!t~ .. ; t;. -~:·ml~#~1~::~~uti~!i~~e~1: 
:~-~ ~1,J,PP}le~ -~~ .gas,.;a"nd, _;~~~~··:~· µie_ mayor, ,customers 
.r~1'~°'µ1~ mve tbe pub~i~. a wQ.ul!i'.b~i:'-biJied for the cast of manu

.. : ~· ·the _press·· ~w~~ :~~tµi-e;iJ:t the~nd of the month .. 
. ~!i· ;: i' ·' ·• ·. ' · · · , •, · ·. . :, ;the. ~~y.o.r was of the opinion that 
• · ,,Un~ also .went on ,record •-~. :.r~j:j~ae~tatives .of· the .gas com· 

.. ).I~ , .tJie phy~cal · v~uati,on ·~y _;shqu~ci. -eall at the city. hltli lo. 
·' ';~Jlt-b.~~ aP.~P;Wln,<;>f ~x#i~uss,.*e)natt~r; but stated_ that 

.t·.:~,i:ov1diiig, ·That .t1:).~,,_.co:i;n- 1 J.lo,e.f!ort~h8.d -b~en m11.de by the 
~-J.)p>C?~~d:to deteniµne: the 1matia:gem~nt ,to. avert the ·present 

, . ~~~atio~ Of: th,e. ,Sas. plai;i.t, · eris is by . coii11uI ta,~ion with·. the city . 
'··. ;; wst o!.:_ p~~ueing :· $'as1 · s~ otl~ciajs ·~~iri . thl;l. PM.~ feVI' weeks. 



'
~GAS COMPANY .ACCEPTS CITY'S -

.. PROPOSITION SUBJECT TO ' 
~ F.EW .,.,·INCJiR EXC.EPllQ .... ·· ,~~-

~ - ;~-!.~, 
-~·"',t • :i-~f,. 

Ab.~es To Audit of ~ooks and;-Emp~oy~e~~ ~f Eng~~~t,\t~: 
Make. Valuation of Gas Plant-Ol>Ject~. to ' _:; ,i".{i\! 

Confusing Gas And Electric Proposition' ,··!. · .. Y,lfi 
M~nager Thomas Rice of t!{e dii.te, the commission:rs, wi~bfj 

Gage County Gas, Light and Pm.,·ar put into·, effect an ordinance ··esfS:~~ 
company this afternoon filed witl1 lishing ··rates to be charged.- by · .. ~&~ 
the city commissioners, the wmp- gas conJpany which rat~s sl;Ui.~ ·~ 
'any's ansv.:er to a proposition made sufficient to pay the opei""atfng:.'e~ 
by the city commissi<mers ~in a eon- penses of said company, iI1clu)J.Ji:rg}4 
fe~·ence held Wednesday aftern?on depre_ciation, · ~nd sucti fair re'~U.'~1 
with G. W· Manlove . a~. Manager of said valuation of the ga13 ooj:p.p~.? 
Rice. . .any's pl<int and property as :is . \ri~; 

T~1e ans}ver filed by the gas com- ommended by the wifr:··; :ri~~'f~ 
·pany manager , refers . to cel'tain council appointed by the Uni.t(i{J!\ 
·propositions said to have been .States government. . ~ m ,,,.. ,~ 

ma~e b ythe cit~ comm1ss1oners T•he gas c~mpany, in ~its -ll;~~:~t~i( 
calhl}g for ~ audit Of the . g~s and states that it has DO control o\t~ 
electric company's book's at the the books of the electri'e oo,rh~,a1·~ ~ 
.Omaha offi~e for th!) ~onth"_of April nor any right to .grant_ ~.!1 -~'~~~·P. ':' 
1918, the -city to J.lUt mto effect a the same, <>r a. valuat10.J'i: . ~k~~; • 
~wenty per cent increase in tl)e 'lplarit of the electric compa~y:.Y .: 
rates s~o-µld such audit si{ow the the ga·s "and -- elect~c · compa~t1i!r .,! 
.c~mte~tion o.f ·tl)!e ga_s qo.tnpany to ts·eparate oompa.i:Ues and hay¢. ~ ~:;'.~ID>J 
be correct that an increase in.. rates relation to each other• and .-.. tij~ 

: rtJ' ne"¢E!ssa~y to: avoid' doing business books a'.re · ~ k!!Jl.t .,s~parat:ely; .. ,,-'.'.·h·•- "': 
' at a loss. · · . The·· gas companY agree~ · fµ 

Aeco~ding to Mayor Heffelfing.et: thAt it is'. uncte'rst~<!d tnat wit' , 
and Commfssionei· Weigel, there rat-es · m~y· be .r~.xoo by the~~!?~ 
appears tq be some diffl?'l'ence .be- after said aucht · a_n~ •• Y-~~1,1. 
tween the city officials and the ga·s '-'sna.Jl be subject to. rhange_ l>i 
company management relative to council at ·any time w}le~~li.l' -. 
t}le {l~positlop su.bmitt~d by the· then existii:ig conditions ·~.iio)y;':. 
city. It is asserted bv the commis- such rares .are higher th:ah ;is,;I\ ·. 
~~o:ners that the - ans~er filed thi.l' _sary to pay the 9-pera.~~~ -~~f·~, , 
afternoo11 is a · counter propositi~n b.f the gas company, me~~~ 
and not an aeceptii'.Iice of "the city:',; ~re,ciation ~f ·its plant ,an~-:·i'i: 
proposition. The commissioners ap.d the said· .~air :re1Ur.{l · .9;~: .. ~ 
assert - that they have · taken - the· vah:iation of the plant ~n.4 . P} 
proposition tinder consideration ·or, whenever saffi. Pates .. f?.rov~· .. 
and will issue. a statemfJnt San.ir: .\ess than i: n~ccss~ry to R~Y->$11~ . 
day~ · ·· · · ·- ... ·· iOiieratTiig · -expenses·'" iin4-:-~ d~ii~M 

The gas company accepts the llion anq fJ,l.ir return on· sa~~i:.v~ri~l 
pro}:lb$ition of the city to put into tion, i\ being understop~: Jha.~:~~1> 
1ffect a twenty per ce1it increase in said r.ates.· sh~ll, at a:ll. ··~ ti~~~~~!!. 
Lhe present gas rates for a: periorl compensatory and•such -a.s shir.11.-b · 
Jf three months •beginning June1 : sufficient for said pu;po&es;" ;_ ... ·'.·~ 
L918, during that period a compe- "The company sets ~ortJ;i · th~~~it: J~ 
ent aud~tor to l!e employed to au· and has been the .clai111 of · t~l~ ~; 
lit , the books of the gas company. pany at all times tliat 't:ttd''~'v.~nt:Y;,:: 
md a competent engineer to be .em· per .cent increase in .ra~es. ii:~k~tl· ~o-~ 
1loyed by the city, to make\a fair is not adequate at the .presen.t.·:!tii~-i 
pd correct valuation of the plant and will not be adequate· so i~.i ~~: 
nd · property of said company, the conditions remain as they no'\\' ~t.f!l"f:}. 
.uditor and engineer to be men of · ~r':1m · t~e state~ent "<:If~ tl;i°~ ·~~1,t 
·: ell recognized ability, such ap- missioners and the propli:.1iitl!'!- ~-,O;~ 
ointment to be satisfactory to -the gas ·_company 1:11an8:gl!~e~t.:~i
oth _.city and gas coaipany. The would appear that there '" r-s -,':~~.§ 
udit and valuation to ·be made question as yet of ·an . arriica,q_le ls~ 
rior tq August 15., 1918, and filed tleme~,~ of th:~ differen~c~s ~-~e.~~ 

.'ith" tlre . commissioners by that the city and the company~ . . ·: .: ),~ i.~ . ... - . ~ 



1GAS COMPANY'S 
STATEMENT-· TO THE. 

CrfY COJllJiUSSIONERS of tile electric light company '3.nd the 
· , -:1 valuation of its plant and property. 

-:Beatrice," Neb.,· June 6, 1918. We have carefully considered your 
To the -'Honotabte Mayor and City proposilion as above outlined an·t:l 

· Councll <if the Ci,ty o"f Bea:ttice, hereby accept it, subject to one or two 
''Neb.tasli:a; minor exceptions and additions to 

Gentlemen: which we have no doubt you will 

Referring to the conversation agree. 
Wbich Mr. Manlove and Mr. Rice had The gas company hereby aocepts 
yEIBterdai with Mayor Heffelfinger yo·ur .p_roposition that you will put 
and 'Coni:iii.issioncr Weigle, we underc into effect the 2-0 per cent increase in 
stand,. _tho . proposition made by th<i the present gas rates for a period of 
city to the "gas conipatJ.·y to be in sub- three.months ·beginning June l, 1918, 
sl.il.nce ·as follows: and that during said ·period a compe-

. . Terms of Proposition. tent auditor shall be employed. by the 
The city J?ro.poscs that if the gas 1 city to audit the books of the gas 

1
c<>m,~~n_y ·wfii p~fui.it a:i a'.UQ.ltor\"chos~ 'company, and that a competent en
c,n ~Y th~ city, ,t0 make a one day in~ gineer shall be employed by the city 
v~stigation of the_ gas company's to make a ta.Ir and correct ~aluation 
books covering the receipts and ex~ of' the -plant and pro.perty of the gas 

i p~nditures Of the gas' coinpany for company, it being understood that the 
fil.11;nufactu'ring and distributing gais ; selection of said auditor and erigi.n
fQr. O'l.e jnQnth of 4-pril, i!l'i8, then if I eer shall b.e made by the city cpuncil 
the. i:;ald _auditor. finds that the 'bo<ik~ ·~·and tp.e gas comp.any and ·be satisfac-, 
of the gas. CO'ID}Jariy uphold the con,· tory_. to. both ,parties. · ·. 1 
tenti'on ·-Oi ·the. ~gas· coi:npany that ·a.i:; ·,, i~d -!-Udi~ ·and, · :valua,tl®.,~l!_~V:t>e, 
tncre~,e _or gas rates Is_ ne<:'essary tq i:nade '.~~~or_ t;._o ~h.i:__ 1.fi.t_!: ~r.:?f -~u~~t, 
!'!'o~d. , do.in!\" business at a loss, the ; im, and f1leij with thel said 'City 
'city' 'oou:1foll wiil at once provide fot • council 'by that date, and 1 wffhi~ fif
~~ ln~rease~ of _2-0 :Per cent fo. the gas •teen. days thereafta'f '.th~ 'ht);_' ~un~il 
ra.t~ now being. charged ·by the said 'shall ·pass and .putr'iiito <e•Mct:- an or
~ompany for a.'_.p_edQd Of furee ni6nfhs : dinanc.e establishing rates tb " lie 
-~~- · ~t.h _June· · i; ~91~. · §d 'charged by the ~·,~PfD.Y :fqr gas 
~ip.g .w_l.th ·;A,u.g. 31, 19.is; that during !·in the city of ~eatr_iee, i"".'!li()h rates 
said ~rlOd o1I ~_ree, . inol!t~~-> o,r. tii.e shall be s ufflcient ·. t~_,: ~?.Y· (Jj_.e .i:>t>«:!aV 
.c:i_wnll!m.! .~& ~_ipi11g) ., tl:ie city coU'J;l<'._Il ling ex.penses of said ~o~paily, iriclud
"!ilL ,t,,_lts C!)'?n :ex:p~nse, employ ·a Ing depreciatioµ, and.to .Jlay sueh fair 
~~tent a:udlto.r to exam.inc. the return on said :,v.alution--0f-the -gas 
bOoks of .. the ~as Com·pa,ny. and niake ·a CO!Ilpariy's pl~t ·and·: pt'~perty as is 

·va.luo.tlon of the plant and property reoommended ·by·. ¢:El: 1 ~ ·. fina'nce 
of thp . gas company, and said . audJ- councn aipl>ciinted.-b;; ttie

1 
united states 

tor sba.11 report his findings in writ- ~ernmenf,.for pt&at,8./)gt..;ihis .kind 
in,g to the city council on or before ia.n.c). size in cittes·of abqut this size In 
the 3'1st day of August, 1918, and the the middle. west.. · . , . .. l 
said city/ councll of · Bea.trice "".ill ~nd the gas ,companr!iJereby agrees 
without delay. ·pass an ordman-ce fix- tha:t if such valuation 1 to made and; 
In~ the rates to •be charged for the iJuCh. rate's BO fjx'ed that it will. accept ' 
furnishin~ of gas by said company to said -rates and .put them ·into. e"fteCt. ..J 

gas consumers at silcb amounts 11.s ' ln"stead or th~..o-n~1iaF.3.ud1C 01 the 
w111 ·ll&Y operatlri.g expenses ti;Jgether' :company's buslneria, o..t.he ~Pfu.pany will 
w th a. fair return on said valuation :~urnish to the city~ w'.ifl\ou+ .4/'lle.y~ an 
and depreciation on the valuation of .l_teniized statement of .ah receipts, ex
said plant and property as fixed by jpens~s and ft!~l,>llrse~eµ~ il!_ carrling 
sa~d au<Uta.r. _ :l}n tts said ,plan.Ftor {b,e .month ot 

Cites. Company'o Po!lition A.pril, 1918, whl'ch statem~nt w.ill be 
. ~t being. understood that such rates ful~er. ~d ~ 'IIl{}]'.e .. a,ccur:.i~~. lb.an the 
• s~'a.11 be put in force by the gas co,i;n- inf9:i:.~foll.. .w.:bi,ch cou\~ be obtained 
pany e.~d the said gas company will by ·-a.-·on.e ·· day's favestitalloii. or· the 
not enter Into litigation with tli.e city books or the oofilpanJ:_ __ -- ' .. 
or Beatrice over such rates so fixed, u the audit of ·the:.,books ~f· th~ 
'but wlll accept the same wifu the 'company sli.ow .. that the company is 
right 01! the gas company to close it& operating at 11. loss ·for- tli~' montiis of 
plant, if it ·believes said rates to be June, July and A~g~~; · 1Sl8, .· whlle 
tn11ufficient, without ,objection from the company is o.pera~g under these, 
the clty to such closing. . temporary rates, then such loss shall 

'We also understand your proposi- be :take~ foto" ~cinsideration liy the 
tion to include the audit of the books council in fixing ~e rates. -

Com_panies Sep~te. 
The· gas company has no cohtrol 

over the boo~s or the electrk: ·-com
! pany, nor any rlgh_t to grant an 
' audit of the sa.me, 01~-- a.· ~aluation 

of the plant of the ~l~~tric com
pany;· ··as the ·electric company and 
the. ~gas co.ml)any are separate com
panies and have no relation to each 
oth~r . ~n~ !_heir '.books are kept sep
arately .. 

. - - ·- .. -·r . : 
It rs to be. further understood 

that whatever rates ··~Y' be fixed bv 
the city council after- said audit and 
said valuation, shall b_e subject to 
chmige by the city council at any 
time whenever the then existing 
c~nditions show that such rates are J 

higher than then· is necessary to 
pay operating expenses of the ga:; 

1 company ,including depreclati~n of 
i its plant and property, and the 
said fair return o.n said valuation 
of the pla,nt and property of the 

.company, or whenever said rates 
I prove to be less than is necessary to i 
pay such operating expenses and 
depreciation and fair return on 
said valuation, it being understood 
th-at 'the said. r~tes . shall "at all 
times beco_mpensatory and such as 
shall be sufficient ·ror · 'said pur
l)o~es. 

~e a:dd,_ mer,elr. tha~ our Pos.ition 
,o~ tliis ~ii.~ter .i:y.ay .,be. ma:dl). mat
~:r ~r record __ and_, k~J?t ,,~oI1st~n,tJy 
I.II mrnd; .that it is, ab"d at :3.11 'tlfues 
has teen, the claiIJ;l 0~ the gas com
pany, tha,t the twenty_ per cent iri
c.y.eas~ in. rates . hereinb.efpre men
~10nec1 is ,not at the pi"eseiit . tline 
a~.t<lf9~_some time has nQt been ade
a uate; so long as . conditions re
m,.aln as they now .are, to cover the 
c>peratlµg · iXJ>enses · of. the company, 
<.lp.a_lu,4jjn_~ ._the depreciation of ltii , 
plant · r<nd proper~f!·:. ~nd. to pay a 
reaoonable return up0a a just. and \ 
fair valuation of )ts. Pl~nt and 

. -~roperty t:mpioyed in, ci:.frying on 
1fa b I · · 
· ~!! nc8s, blJt .. ~.uc.h tv·cnty per 
C(•_nt .m(·re;:.se ~as ;_.l)e..;1i •~<'quested, 
and. ,i; of!.,red to be accepted 
h . b . ' as 
- erei.n efore !:'et forth, • solely as a 
teµiporary expediei;tt ... to enable" the 
company to contin_ue· in business 
and serve it::i custoinel's uµtll just 
and reasonable rates are granted to 
lt. 

We . ~esirc, tr i>osslbie.· to avoid 
11tlgation or the shutting down of 
oqr plant and tru!3t ~hat you will 

I see you_r w~ clear to join with us 
. on 'the basis iiereinb~fo~~·-set forth. 
'.In. ma.king an amicable, speed\.- ii:nd 
. fair adjustment of the q'uestton or 

I 

gas rates. 

. Respectfully, ... 
. GAGE COUNTY GAS LIGHT , 

& POWER COMP ANY . 
. BY .Thomas Rice, Its Mgr. 
-------.:..--. 



. At a meeting of the city commds
s10ners held .th.is morning, the pro

p~sition of the g~ company, sub
~mtted Friday afternoon, \vas re

_Jected, t~e. commissioners adopting 
a resolution \Vhich flatiy refuses to 
grant a temporary increase in rates 
pending an audit of the books of 
the gas and electric compani~s .. 

Following the meeting of the com 
missioners, a conference was held 
at which G. W. Manlove of the gas 
comp~ny and Samuel Rinaker, rep
resenting the comp.any w t . , .ere pres-
en ' together \Vith City Attorney W 
S B · - . . ourne and E. 0. Kretsinger the 
latter. b~ing cajled upon b/ the 
comnussioners ,to assist in Iookfng 
after the city's interst.9 . . 

_The COlllnliSsioners assert that 
the answer filed with that body F . 
day, is_. a counter prop0sition an~
refuae t~ consider it. They assert 
that their proposition to Mr. Man
love of the gas company, provided 
for an audit of the books of the ; 
and -electrical companies an~as. 
companies and a physical valuat" a 
o~ th_e two plants, the city to gr~~~ 
p ys1cal valuation of . . the two 
~!ants,. the city to gran,t a tempor-
. ry increase of twenty per 
cent for th.ree or four months the 
~0~.Y to furnish a bond sho~ing 
Its Wilhngne:is to refund the twen
~y per cent increase. charged dur
ing .the. above audit should the in
vestigatio_n show that the company 
has not been running at a loss. 

1 . Mr . . M~nlove, according to the 
j commissioners, refused to consider 
I the matter of an audit of the books 

of the electrical company stat· 
th t th" ' ing-a_ is. company is separate from 
the ~as co~any and should not be 
considered in. the present .Contro
versy. The gas company also asks 
that the auditor and appraiser to 
to ~~ .appointed should be men 
quahfied to act in such capacity 
_a.nd should meet with the approval 
of the company. 

At the conference this morning, I 
Mr. Rinakcr, representing -the gas 
company, asked the commissioners 

'to state in. writing, just what the 
city would agree to and just what 

'obj€ction it has to the proposition 
of the gas company. This the city 
officials ref_used to agree to, stating 
that the resolution ad?pted repre
sented its last word. 

The r<'"olution follo\\·s: 

· "Whereas, n question hns a.risen 
ns tci the necessity and justice <1f 
;,..,.r,,,,,.jnQ" the rates now c~arge<l' 

for gas by the Gage County Gar. 
Light and Power company, w;; well 
as the fairness or unfairness · of 
clu\rging. the i::as consumers an~· 

greater rates for ga.s than now 
charged, when t'he cost "of living has 

increased by .r!l.ason of the war 

and in order to proiect the maker 
of gas 1md the consumer as well 
and give -each a square deal. 

"'It b therefor~ ordered by the 
mayor and cit~· council o·f the city 
of Beatrice· Nebraska, that an au 
ditor or auditors be employed and 
paid for by said city of Beatrice to 
audit the books and accounts of 
t.he said Gage County Gas, 'Light 
and ·Power company and the Ne
braska Gas and Electric company 
(by reason of. t'he joint and inter
mingling 'business relations that 
they a.re now. sustaining to each 
9ther) correctly to ascertain the 
profit or loss of. operating the gas 
com,pany for such ·period· of time 
as we may select., 

"And it is further resolved thitl 
said' audit shall be ·made with the 
greatest haste that may be- oom
pati'ble with the correctness of the 
work 'performed by the auditor 0""" 

· auditors· • 
- "And it is further resolved, that 
if said audit Sh()WS that said gas 
company was operating at a Jos· 
during said period investigated· 
and audited, to such an extent 
that its rates for gas.· should he ad
justed, we will immediately adjust 
the ordinanee rates now enacted 
for gas as may be just, -correct and 
fair to the gas company as well' as 
to the gas consumers in said city 
of Beatrice and that said gas rates 
Shall not be changed ·or· · · adjusted 
until the auditor reports to the 
mayor a~d council and his report 
is acted upon and an ordi~nce 
passed based upon said report ad
justing said rates, if 'it is .found 
.proper -and just to ·make any chan
ges in the present gas rates nov.
established by or'1inance." 

The differences between the city 
and the gas company appear to be 
farther from settlement as a result 
of the passage of the r.esolution 
than at any time since- the attempt 
was ~farted to endeavor to -bring 
the cm;nraissioners and the gas com 
pany n1anagement together. 

YVbriJ'rr th~ romrJflriV will stdnct 
O.J;l .it<; 'order for the dosing'dowJ1 of 

1 

I t~ plant on Jhe nig~t of Ju~e 12, l 
. r~.~in's ·to be· seen; but t_ndications 
\p_o.int :in\:Qta~ dire~~fon.> •· . · ,_. · 



--CITY TO ASK fOR J.RlAL OF 
-~·· .. '. CASE AGAINST GAS COMPANY 

::. Th~~ litigation between the city der a forrri'er administration, is to 
&{;Beatrice ·and the Gage County be pushed to trial if possible, accord 
Gas;:Light-& Power company, which ing to the city officials. It is under
bas· ·been in federal court for some stood that E. 0. Kretsinger, who 
y~~. is' to be pushed, according to was city attorney when the rate or
M~~9~ R. C. Heffelfinger .an_d C:om-1 dinance was -passed, is to be employ 
fi\i~sioner \\'.allace Wejgel. .The easel ed to assist Oty Attorney, W. S. 
ntjsirig from .a rate controversy ov- Bourne in looking after the city's 
~!·'the· passage of an ordinance un- ;interests. 

Go...s 



GAS ~MPANY MANAGEMENT 
SUBMITS NEW PROP0SITIOI . , 

TO CITY,COMMlSSIQNE~._,. 
;. •. 1 ·:,;. -:-~ ,;: ' 

Suggests Matter of Selection of Auditor and- Engineer·"· 
Left to Fuel Administrator Kennedy-Offers. to ' . ·, 

By the Report of Auditor.· 
-...----~---

John L Kennedy, fuel administrator,_ will arrive m: 
it~ t?nighf on the. ~urlington and will meet ·the 5ity ~ti 
m1ss~on:rs, the off~c1als of the gas company. ~i:i~l1!ll ~J.. 
parties mtereste? m the gas controversy desmng fo atf 
at the Commercial club rooms at 8: 30 o'clock;· . -- · .. -.. ~ 

All that rema.lns now. for Beatrice 
gas consum~s to. be able to cook 

· their. br@kfasts tomorrow morning 
; on their gas ranges, is the accen
tB.!lce by. the f ty commissioners ~I 
a proposition submitted by Mana
pany, in which it is suggested that 
the _city consent to an immed'iate 
ger Tihomru; Rice of the gas co~- i 
pany · in which~ it is suggested · 
that .. the city, consent to an immedi 
ate linc_rease in rates of twenty per 
cent and to 1¢ave the selection o-f 
an auditor and engineer to John L. 
·Kerinedy of Omaha, federal fuel ad• 
ministrator !UT the state of Nebrask8.. ,,, 

On behalfof the gas company, 
Manager Rice filed with the Cit}· 

. iC~rk Graf this afternoon its final 
propositiion· wl1ich provide.S for 11 
twenty per cent increase in rate~ 
commenGing June 1, 1918, the com
pany agreeing t.hat if the report of 
the -auditor and engineer shows 
that the .company is not entitled to 
such · increase· it "will repay such 
_twenty . per cent m · suoh part of 
..t.he"'8.m0unt... as.,.i.t,...is. not -en"-tled.-to, 
'to the gas consumers: ' The · g-as 
:eompany alS<> suggests the appoint
ment of a' disfoterested ·auditor arid 
engineer ,rz,'y Mr. Kennedy. 

Action -on the propositiion must be 
,taken •llefore midngi<ht tonight, ; •r 

· the company wlll stand by its or
igin}~ announcement and close itH 
plant , 
Mayor Heffelfi~(Olr· when apprised 
of the contentS· 'of the •proposition 
bv a Daily .Expr'ess reporter, stated 

he wtmld endeavor to call the com
missioners together and take up the 
matter. He could not state, before 
seeing the propos1ition· just what ac
tion would be taken. 

'John L. ,Kennedy o-f Omaht1, fe~
eral fuel a,dministrator for Nebra,'3-
.ka, in a telephone conversation 
with ·the D'aily Express .this afte!·· 

. noon• st,Q.ted that he had wifed :Fed-
eral Fuel Administrator ·· Garti~d 
relative to the •marter,. asking ·· for 
instructions. He stated that lie had 

: received no reply . up to 2 o'clock 
He stated that the state.Ju~! admirh 
.istration Wfis inter~sted: in ' ~eeing 
that the gas c0nsumers' 'of_~' Beat
rice suffered no inconvenience arid 
hardship and that ·he d~iroo, if 
possible· to keep the plarit rumili.ng. 
Th<.' que!'tion of rates,' said ~r., Ken 
.n~dy, is purely a.: local one·· thr 
objeet of the state fuel e.timillistra· 
.tion being. merely to prevent the 
breaking of service. The situation 
in Beatrice he suggested,, was an·l 
un(J;sual one. 

Agreement between the ,city com-

misslioners and gas manage¢~ 

now appears to be rrieri)J·y reia.:tl 
to the question of the aP!lointi:ne 
pf an auditor and engine.er. ·, ... ~~ 

T)J.e proposition stibmittedto.~ · 
city commissioners by-the.gas ., 
pany is as follows: , · "~

Gas ompany'ls Proposal _:' 
Beatrice, Neb.• Jun~ 12, .· . 

To the Mayor"-and City· C(lunci:li( 
Beatrice, Nebraska:,:·. 

Gentlemen: 
~ .. "• 

In order• if possible,. tp- avoid':: 
closing ·of odr. plant; ,-imrsuaµ.~ 
the ilotit@ heretofore given, a: 

' make• if possible, a~··' am1c,~ 
speedy and permanent: adjust_ 
of the controversy in regard ~() -
rates now pending between •·· . 
Honorable Body and this :ComI! 
The Gage· County Gas Light. 
Powei· Company, submits to yo.' 
following proposition a:nd req' 
your immediate con.<iideration 
action in reS'Pect th~reto~ 

If the City Commlssioneri;;: 'i;Vl
0 

once grant to the ·Gas·.-coJl1pa-.' 
temporary increase: of _~29 . PJ(~ 
in the present gas ra.t~s t<i : 

. eH.ect. at. ,QJl,Ce., a~~bJ.OOi~t,, · 
~nd will agree {bat John -L 

I 
nedy, Government Fuel- :Admi 
tor for. the S~ate pf~~~~., 
appoint !I- c6mp~t!!Ilt ~~lld, · d1, 
.ested certifi~d accountant tq_.;. 
the !JOOk:s· a-ccountii ;a.nd,'.\t.ecor 
the-Gas ecri:hpany,. and Ji.;corriji, 
and di.sintereste.d. engineer ;tO.'' . 

· praise ft\e value of the., plab.t.,>.:: 
property of the Gas Col:n.p~nY,i't 
Co dete'Wl.ine and· report w,ith 
conveni~t speed• what are r( 
ab'le, ju~t and compenatOry .. 
to be charged by the Ge.s Cori)'· . 
for gas under present• c?l}.d' · 
arid the city ·councir will' ag 
put in for,ce :at once -s:uch .n.:e'-"'.':, 
as may·be found.to he.r~~ 
jwit and compensatory. b~ -tn_ 
port of such auditor an~ -~~ii.I!~ 
then the Gas Company W1U_ 
'to .continue the opera~i~ji;" ~f 
plant at the 20 p,er cent: m~r 
until.such new. rates_·m.~y b~j 
l·nto ·•effect in' oonformitv . .io .'· · · ' ·:-· s~ -~ ~/e'e.th.. .. repwt,--and w;.ll. ~ ... o., ... gJ.~- ,. 
it is found by.,.t.tie rew{t _of.' 
audiu,r ahd' engineer. thi~,t •. $, 
.company ·is Hot·· entitled•;,to > 
per cent incre~~e, i~· (the· Gas: 
pany), "will. rep·ay to ~ts .?£> .·· 
.such .20 pef cent increase.~ o~,' .. 1. 

it is.· n.ot e11titled to;. ·u~d~r~ Jt, 
part of the,. 20 p'er· cent i-rrcre <
report. - . ' .. <'~·:i: 

· ' fl,espectfuHy subm.itt · 
'!SHE GAGE COUNTY GAS, ·lJ 
AND . PO\VER 'COMP A~Y .. ' · ;_'~ .. 

By THOMAS a.1ci:.it: 
Hs1.-Man . . . . ~, .. _. 



BEATRIGE GAS GOMPA;~rs 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS . . :·. . .. .. -:.. 

;t~.... :.,' ~ 

·. - J--> ---· ... J . _ • • ,. ." · ' . .. ~ • ,. , 

· ~Betw~en· $'50',000 ·and ·$ 75,ooo ·t o h e ·· nevoted 
to Extensions and En largements---

N ew Franchise Needed. 

:i.nd will mean the carrying of gas 
Lo practically every citizen in the 
city . 

Between fi f ty and seventy-li\'e 

thousa nd dollars is tnc a mount which 
will be expended by the Deat1icc Gas 

Til e company was put In operation 
& ·Power company, (now Gage Coun- ahou t two years ago and its growth 

· ty Gas, Lioght & Power Co. ) t in car- and expans ions since then are worthy 
rying out a program uclcrmlnell up- of noti ce. Jts consumers number ov
on a short time a go, ror th e increas- er 1,000 and the list ls being added 
Ing of . Its woTlrn and extending its to every -day. The extremely Jow 
system of ma~ns. This is the state- price 'charged tor gas Is given as the 
ment made lo tbe Express today by r eason why the product has round· 
IR.. R. Kyd, gene ral manager and vice s uch general use, particularly fOT 
president or the company. !uel and industrial purposes. The 

It Is the company's vollcy Mr. Kyd price obtaining in, Beatrice is said 
declares, to build its enlargements In to be the lowest of any city o! the 
advance or the Increased- demands .same size In America where artlfl
m°a-Oe upon :Its capacity by the cial gas ls used. 
growth o! the city, and the more ex- The city Is a partner with the 
tended and general use or Its pro- company In Its business and 3 per 
duct. The details of the proposed cent of the company's gross receipts 
extensions have been carefully work- are annually paid into the city treas
ed out and will Involve a total ex- ury. T his tact makes the alralrs or 
pendlture or the am.ount named the company or special interest to 
above. One of the first pieces of new the citizens as a whole. The com
construction w'tll be tlle. e-rectmg or panv has on Its pay Toll upwards or 
an extra storage holder and tank. f!Ct~en men .and Its tuture develop
This new holder w111 be or a very ment will place It among the import
large size, its initial capacity being ant Industrial concerns of 'Beatrice. 
200,000 cubic feet or gas, which Is a .As It is· well known, the copipany 
sufficient quantity to supply the en- has asked the city to extend Its Cran
tire city for twenty-four hours. It chise. T his .:iuesUon will be passed on 
will be so equipped that a-0-0ltional at a special election on .Tuesday, Au
lilts can •be adcled from time to time gust 23. There will be no ~hange in 

1 
1f the growth of the city demands 1t. the price charge-d tor gas or other 
The plans Include the constructing terms of the franchise and the same 
or another bTlck ·build ing In which favorable conditions will be maln
wlll be placed additional machinery taln ed as they now exist. The only 
and equipment. The company's dis- change will be an e~tenslon of the 
tributing mains will be largely ex· life of the franchise, so that the lat
tend~d. These ··exlonslons will In- teT will expire a few years later than 
elude a system or pipes covering the was contemplated In the original 
wesl sUe, south side, all outlying aid-1 gr_an t. Tills Is In accordance with 
dltlons a'Dd a run on the eas_t to the an enactment of the recent le.~lsla- . 
{eeble rolnded Ins titute. The com- tu re, and · the company, It Is under-; 
pany already ha;; a 11li1e line crossing I 11tood, desire to take advantage or I 
the river to So\1th Beatrice and from I the pro11lslon In order to enable ! 
this, laterals will be run to s11pply them to ta.kc out their bonds so as 
the business not already se rved ln to provide capital for the enlarge
tbat territory. · The p1;ogram for I ments to their property as outlined 
main extensions Is an elaborate one I above. 



REAL SITUATIHN IN GAS ANO 
ELECTRIC fHANCHISE SUITS 

Temporary Restraining .or'ders j 
Have Long Been In 

Effect. ' 

' 

PETITIONS flLEO IN 
. DECEMBER ARE UP 

Dilatory Methods Charg·ed to 
City Commissioners and U. 
S. Court I s Prayed to Per

mit Bringing Up Cases 

Clly A,ttornoy S1bin !went to Lin
coln · today to. lnvesligate the stand
ing In U. S. court of two eity cases 
which have been pending for a long 
time. One Is the Gage County Gas 
Light & Power Company vs the city 
of Beatrice, et al. and the other is 
tile · Beatrice Electric Company, com
r-lulnant, vs the city of Beatrice, ct 

al derendants. l 
These are Injunction suits, brougl_it 

by the several com-pan i~s. to rest.ra.i~I I 
the city, under the Gnffm admrn1~
tration, from enforcing new : ate:; 
trcgulatlng ordinances. Temporary 
restraining 1Jl'ders were issued out of 
the ' U. S. court at Lincoln and there 
the · .cases have stood, final hearing 
on- tile -merits never having been had. 

l\lotions l\lonth Old . 
.. On DecE/mber 14, 1912, Atty. E. 

O . . Kretsinger filed motions in the 
J,!n·c~·ln coµrt In each case, intended 
to ·:hurry them lo a conclus:on and 
that :part of It is an old story. Atty. 
Kretsinger r:aid a visit to Linctoln 
-\vednesday on the matter and City · 
·Atty. Sabin went up today to ascer
tai·n · \vhen 'the cases will come on for 

· h~arlng as they -were bound to do in 
d·u~ . course of · time if the motions 
ha d · ~ever . been filed. 

T.h~'. motio)'ls · are signed by Wil
lia~· E. ·Griffin, former mayor, Atty. 
}!jrnest · O. Kretsinger, former city 
attorney, and John W. Ashenfelter, 
<:tiier or .-police under the Griffin ad· 

min-lstration. 
. The petition in the gas case recites 
I~ _part the following: 

"Tho ordinan ce ratC's lhal the I 
said city of Bcatrke and l he above 
named <'ily office.rs were allcmpting 
to enforce .·were rates that were ad- 1 
{lpted by the peo1>le of Beatrice at a 
special election held at the instanre 
and request of said Gage county Gas, 
!Jight and Power company, and were 
rates known as dollar gas rates to 
the consumers of said city, and were 
rates that were specifically granted 
to th e consumers of gas in said city 
oC Be:Llrice, · providing that at said 
election the said voters of Beatrice 
would grant' to said Gage County Gas, 
Light and Power Company a fran
chise to use the streets, alleys, bridg
es -and other public highways in said 
city of Beatrice." 

Further the •petition alleges: 
"That notwithstanding said Gage 

County Gas, Light and Pow~r Compa· 
ny has be.en exacting excessive, ex
tortionate and Illegal rates for gas 
:from its consumers, and charging 
rates for gas greatly in excei:s of the 
ordinance rntes in said City of Beat
rice. the said three commissioners in . 
said city of Be-a.trice and the 1>resent 
e.lly attorney of said cit.y have failed. 
neglected and refused to make any 
attempt to c'Jissolve said restraining 
order or obtain a hearing :from this 
houornble court upon the merits in
volved, and have to all appearances 
on acute friendship with said Gage 
Oounty Gas, Light & Power Company 
and have wholly neglected and dis
regarded the rights of said City of 
Doatrice, Its citizens, tax-payers. and I 
gas consumers, and have i1erm1lted 
i;ald extortionate rates for gas to be 
take n and collected illegally from 
the said citizens, tax-payers aud gas 
consumers of said city of Beatrice." 

The signers then 11ray the con rt lo 
i;ermit the case to be called u11 for 
lmmedlatP. hearing. 

E l""trk Compa ny Ctlse. · 
The petition relating to the elec:

trlc light company is practically the 
sam e. The charge against .ll.1e ci:y I 
comrnis1<ioners in this vet1uon 1s • 
cowhed in the following language : J 

''That notwithstanding th e said 
Jkatrice Electric Company has been 
cx.11cttng excessive, extortion-ale and 
illegal rates for elet·lrlc current from 
its consumP.rs and charging rates for 
electric current greatly In excess of 

Ilic ordinan<'c rates in said city oC 

I.Beatrice, tbe saiu th rec rom missi c:i n
ers in sa\d dty of Beatrice and the 

I ilresen l attorney or said city have 
l'ailcd, neglected and re[us~d to ma_ke 
any attempt to dissolve said rcslram
ini; order or obtain a hearing from 
this honorable court 1111011 the mer
il t; in,·olved. and have lo all appcar
:u1tcs a. bias , passion and prejud ice 
iu [avor of the said Dcatrice Eie:· tric I 
company, auc\ have wholly n eg !fct~ ci i 
and disregarded the rights o[ said ci
ty its dli7.ens, lax-payers and the 
(;:l~elric < ~urrcnt consumers, in sa!d 
cily , and have permitted Ilic said ex
tortionate rr,tes for electri c <·nrrenl 
lo be taken anrl collected illcp1 lly 
from th e snit! cit izcns, tax-1•ayer;; 
ri.1HI electric current consum ers of 
l::aid city of Deatrice." . 

\ The prayer in this caEe ls idcnt.1cal : 
with that in the gas com1iany mat

ter. They aE:k immediate hearing. 
i\o ncrei·ence t.o \ \'a.tcr. 

There is n-0 reference whatever in 

1 he pc ti lions to water con tracts r.r 
:my dealing with the Dc01p;;tcr Com-

. d · 'l'he D·1iiv Sun pany as rcporte in • : · 
The petitions are ron!ined entirely lo 
gas and electric affairs. ,. 

Under lht.? )lrescnt rates the g;i •• 

company is getting $1.30 and ~ 1.3 ;, 1 

for gas, which with the per cc•~t on I 
<>Ives $1.:.lO and $1.25 gas. Tho dee-I 
a • 11~' tric rate is a sl'.ding scale of . . '. 

1 en ts per k. w. for a C'er tain amou n l. · 
-then 6 cents 11er k. iw. Under tile ur· 
d lna nrc it was sought to change th e 
rate to 12 cents 11er k . w. 



CHIEF DILLOW SERVES 
. NOTICE ON GAS cp. 

City Commissioners Demand Fran
chise Tax for Years 1918 and 

1919-Te:i:t of Resolution 

Chief of Pdliro E. M. IDi·llow, act
ing .for '(1!10 dt~· ronimi.~ioneu·.s. th1-s 
1nonnri11ig S(tjl\'«I on i:\•ll:mage~ ~hos. 
mc-e of •tihe Gf4Se Cotmtr G:is, .Lighl 
& ·Po\VN' O>m~n~-, {\' 'wp:-.· of tho? 
reso~m1ion~ ip.<:ssed :r.it TuC'ISICFay'u ~~
sion of .the 00\tnl('i.I: <lern1a.nrli1ng r>ar
m:c11t o f the fm11c-hiS<' .tax for thr 

. YOOJ'S rnrn .·m<I H)lff on o!· 0Jefore 
, Fei'bn1an~· 20. 

Mlayo·1· iR. C. .fliclfelfiinig-·e.r imcl 
Comfmlissi.onel'S \V-eip:.e'L ~ucl Judd in 
Slim rtlha.t :ti1e t'i>ty w:ill ·st11md .pat on 
·it:; d<errrlland fur 11he ·nayme1111 of trhP 
t·a ·. ennmrrntiuig ito -nea.rly '$2,000. 
an<! •l·h,1t iaihJ1'e of .t.he compan~- ln 

·rr.1n1k-€1'scttname-nt 01i. 1·half dia;te will 
hr .foHowocl .b~· the 0rovokin~ of f t1e 
frnnohioo 'lun<lea· 'Wlllkh i t ~s· doin;{ 
lQt~!Jlle$,. -- . . - : 

!Mlnnagor Rke, i'"'nilc ·c~iruim.ir~ :-1:1 

of.f~ 13:mour.iling 'to nc:a.rly $3,000 
i:is la• •N'H~fit of expe1n.se ~nvolved in 
•l9v. 'C!ni·r:•g f.l'.s ml!l·i ·rn~ on'f.tcr v.a•r! 011 ".' 

E"t·ti~l'lts wer.e vn'a(L-etel, <hoes J1ot. ea:y 
""'ihat ac16c:m·. :the <"Ol11JP!ll1)' ·wiJ~; t.a.kr 
in 1!hoe lill1ll t!tcl'.• He st.ad.eQ. this m'Orn
irn ·H11:·.~. •he :is nr-t'100~i'n,g .aJ1 H:e.m
izctd S'!ia,trunie:m of 1he <Xlim'pany'e ex
rpc:nse 'mni-oh wm 1be ,fi,]ed v.~l!lh th? 
con:nnissi!one.rs :Monday. 

T.he (Ileo<:O!k1iticn 'adopted hy t11e 
oom~ers :fo-'llowis: · 

"W·hereas, The Ga:ge CountY. -Gas. 
Li.ght & .Pqw~ ·Compamy, I~[ rep-. 
~'l'Setrl/!1aitiives, su~. lltes9ees· a.n d 
assigns of Cha~les A. JDafon to 
\.\1]'JOJU 'WStS. S1J"o!llli1t~ •by 11he <:iitiy 11f 
B'ea'l:rlk.e, .GIB@'e Oounty, N®rask.a, ,'(i 
gas fuian~'h:ise }Jla.$00 :and 13.l]'>proverl 

I by. rohe ,<mia.yl()II' 10 nKl eoumdl ()ctdl>fl' 
8, . 1900, Ill.loo saQ~ · ·fra111dhJse ns 
a.:memdoo 

0

'Jll8S'!led · .A.1J&u&t 24, 190~ • 
.anld el])prov~ A~st. 25, 1909, by 

, tr.10 a:nra.vo1: .and rounci'l1 of 11he said 
ciitv of ',Beatri~c~ v.~htcb.. ea.id f.ran-

. chii:sic €x1µi1res 1A'll(tust 1?1 1~3f, ~.ve. 
wlhony fa·!Oied, neigilected ElJld refused 
rto f.i'.l>C wi.trh 'tlhe CO'm.mlil$ionic:rs or 
cletrk of sa;id .city. of 'Biea.ttri'Cel, rc
.partiS of •thoe igrosr;;i sa!le? of '1::a:so 'for 
.the v>e<ar.9 J018 311'Cl 19119, !ll:nd ·have 
\.Vllldi·I y ·f111:i.!'-0<.I. n.eiglOC'OOcl :a1nrl .1·e
fuS<l'Cl to .Jl:.'lY.P·n fo rthe -c,Hy -t.ro<J!9n.ry 
of ooirl -r,iit.~, of Beatrice,. throo per . 
cnn.t of th c . >g.ro6S l'eC,'eiLp ts fol' 1'11 e I 

I ~.l'rl?: crf gins for itihe yoo:rs 1918 an<! .
1 mm. ~9'9 ?l"eC'f·ui.red tby ~lbie teims . ~111<.1 

OOnd-i•tiOTllS of ooed frnnohi~, R nd 
w!hereas, fie now diuie !and · owiing 
lthNX'Oll· ilx> <t:he sadd ciiy of Bea
fr.icc, ia!J)prox·im!a:tely ~the sum of 
$2,000 ··firom saJd company; 11he-re
fore 'be it • 

"Reool'Voo. B v •the m'llll 'nr :md 
oonnci J; of the r~ of IBea~:ri>OO N~
hr.'.l&k{I •t1ha1! h1 the event of •t,he' neg
Joc.t ii:md •f.al~J.wre of safrl Gage 
Coun:tiy, Gas, lf/'.?:M. & f'ta'lver com-

1 µany ·t.o filt.' '\vJtli. sad(l ·cMy corrurni"l
£<ione113 ar ci.f:',· cJ.e-nk. oa. :repo1it. ~rnclPr 
oatih, of Hs ~ ~·eeeip1 . for H1r 

· :£>?.1100 of~~ for ,th~ ye31· HHS, :in•! 
to pa~· -inio th.e ~ai·d ·ci-t~- t.reia~u~'.''· 
Nwee ner cent of 1:he to!19 J arnoun1 
of snch gross reicciip.ts as s11mY·111 h;· 
&1.1r:h rc.1)()Jlt, on OT before the 2o.t·ii 
d·a ~- of iF'<€11:n"lmQ·~ 1920. thr !'>:J.id 
ffl'lni.rh i~-.e of 1·hc .oakl• Ga·.g.c Couni\· 
~s. 1L'1gM & Pmvier Comipan~r be. 

'a'Tl>CI isi heire1lJ~- c!ccl::i roo fmfeited anrl 
.a~ I l ip-.Ms ·:mcl ·pri Yi 1<>;g-es tlH.>1'l't111<10r 
.~1,nnltf"<I, ~·ha~.~ be-come nuh\ a11tl 
1·odd." 



... 

Gas Turned :o'ff~:J 
. . · ~ . ' ., ' 

.. No Relief Offer: , , .. 
~ ' . ' . ........ 

. ' . · . . :,If 
As a r~sult ~f the failure of the city commissi~~Jm 

Gage Col}nty Gas, Light ~d Power company to ·e1:gte 
a settlement of the rate mcrease con{roversy at iii.'" 
~rice held Wednesday eve_ning at the Comme_rC:i' ... 
rooms at' which John L. Kennedy of Omaha, fede}aJ':Z: 
mir~istrator f~r Nebraska attempted to act . as_ tji~q.( 
plant .of the gas company was closed down at mi~r{ 
night, and several hundred gas consumers have:Bf 
inconvenience ~f . either purchasing · oil stoyes,; ·. 11

' 

their more fortunate neighbors or eating cold m'¢ : ~ 
'• •I••.._,• ' 

. The meeting . Wed~esday evening . ~hreatened:·;~~ 
times to result m an· agreement whereby the _ gas ·c 
might continue to _opera>e their plant, .but a -few iµ·;~~~ 
fore midnight, wheri .the last sentence of -the gas::: 
proposition was under consiqeration, ari oBj~c~' 
ma?e by Samu.~l Rinak~r, · rep!esenting th.~ &~~4.'§ · 
which resulted m the ~thdrawal of _ Mr., Ke~m~y~ · 
ther efforts to bring 'the commissioners and · the:.!~· 
( \ .. , i 

together. · 1- .::_..·· 

E. L. }level one presided ov~r the meeting. : saih:· · · 
er repr~sented the gas 'company in a .s~ateme_nt-9f:.,'.·· ' 

"' . \t 'i' 
which brought the company to a: determination t~, 
plant if an increase of . twenty per. ~ent .i~ rc+t~:~ 
given. · E. 0. Kretsinger was delega~eCI by Mayor:j '. 
ger to ·speak for ·the ·city, begi11n~g -his., rein.ark~ .~f 
tack upon the Commercial club and an eulogy· .bf. 
which he. himself. has taken in city affair~. · .... :>I 

. '"' "~~ 
. All ,three commissioners, when questiones{; .. s!~. :i ·. 

they .had signed p~titions " circulated by the comp:~ . 
I increase in· gas rates. All three pers~nally' ~§~i'tf 
they were willing to grant ;.i tem~rary · increas~.'.u{i·~ 
point. which caused the breaking off of negotiatioii~ 
j>nrary r:~~ief being . the clause .in the ,: pr.QW~~tt ~ · 
which priveded as .follows: "And (the city. C.oun.c~ . :;' ~ 
agree that, if 1t is · found by the repo.rt:of sµCh"·a:::;<. 
engineer that the gas company ·is not ·enti~led t<?. ·~~~' 
per· cent inc~·ease, it, (the gas c:o1!1pany) wil} lr~f~~ ·.
consumers rnch twenty: per cent mcrease, p~ -~~~ ·· ·. 
rnch ,.twcnty per cent increase· as it is not entitle9.:~~ ·' 
such-'repot t... · · ·· . , : ~ :. ~~·"; 



• 'I 

NED O·FF; NO RELIEF OF.FEREil 
:: '. / ,. (Continued trom Pa-ge l ·.} · · 

'.<'"'i:isist that they were willin,g fo'r the gas cornpan: 
· · · f · increase if they were convinced by the audit 
j _that the company was entitled to it. 

ker, speaking fo.r the gas company, state.cl thn 
·y could not agree to the proposition of the city 
_ght forth the statement from Mr. Kennedy tha 
· ygh. .. 
r+.i!dy left for home this morning, stating that h 

· rJher instructions from Washington. The cit: 
~ers stated that they have nothing to report unti 

: · r()m the fuel administration, and the gas com 
agefuent states that in closing down its plant, i 

· taken the action which the situation demanded. 
!- • • . . 



.:STATEME TISSUED B.Y.MAtO.R 
:~ · ·: . ~ . , lN.P::CJJ'i c;oMrt.~•to.~.ER. 

~ . ,. I . , . t: .... , ., ~ : •. . . . : • 

: Mayor R:' C. Heffelfinger and Copi .co.uQ.t(tnt to audit the books, accounts 
·~~ohers W. E. ~ife nnd Wallace and records o~. the gas co an · d. 
W ·· l l · · ·' l. -·. mp y an c1ge mve issucu a s atentent in · . • · 
~·hiCli they. set forth. their side or ~gree tnat Federal Fuel Admlnlstra-
thi?0 0011trovcirsy nt lhc meeting in t.Or_ .Garfield shall select and send a 
the COi11inercial cl uh roo1u:. \V,.d- ·~ompetent. and disinterested engineer 
'ncscfay c"vcnii"ig which reswted :tn to appraise the '(al!l!! pf the. ')Jlant 
breaking· OCf of negolint.ions vt th~ 1nd Prope1'.ty of, th~ _gas co!"pany~ 
gas rate increase and the clo~in(l" and, . .to .determine .ar.d rep!)rt with 411 
dowri. o( thr. plant. c~n1v_enient speed, what .. are. reason-

' The mayor, in a former st.a.tcmcnt ab.le • Just. and com[le,1salory rates to 
~a~d that the commissioners had be .charged by the. gill! compani .r.~r 
pro~ired "f.? .~he gas. comp~ny tmln· .~0.S UJl~er present .C.(mdltlonst- ancl the 
agelll.~nf that nil audit of the books cl~~ co1Jn_cll _,wlll ,_. a~ree tq . pql _ f,n. 
or the gas company __ Jor .the month [01·ce at on.c..e sucl:i rates as the city 
of April be made. tO .. de~rrni.n,i?. ·cot.men , mar. fiQd . to . ·b~ r~<n1ablc, 
whether or not an increase in rates I.ust_,~a fa~r ,to ·f-11~ g~s fi~Dl'll.~.!11,&µd 
Y/8$ neees$ary; .th~t the in~rease in conoumer. alJke, then the gas eoin
rates, be gj~n.J'lted :_fol;. ~hrc.C .. pr.Jou~ ~anf ;w.lll:agr~~ to contlnl.Jc the oper
months until n thorough audit and atlon of Its plant at the 20 P<'r cent 
physical . valuation of the gas and. Increase until such rates ir.ay be put 
6ieclrica_l c~mpany could be taken; Into . effect, 9.nd wlll a!Eo agree that 
lliat" Ute gas company ngree to sign If ft .11! fo~nd l3Y 't}iE REPORT OF. 
o. stntertient tliai it would reru'nd SUCH AUDJTOR . AND ENGiNEE:A. 
the twe;nty per ceni charged dul'- that· the gas <'ompany Is not ent"ltJed 
ing the investigation if the o.udit to the !?ll pe'r cent; !nere l'!ll', iT, ltl1P 

showed they were not entitled to qas r.ompany), w:lll repay to ft.II c'.n., 
the'. ~e. The niayor claimed Mr. 11ull!ers .such 20 Pc~ ce_nt ;nc.reaso 01; 
~nh>ve refused to agree to the s~ch. nart tf such 20 j1c1· (~nt. inc:easc 
abdve ienns. · , a-s it· la not Pnl.llled to '.•n<!er su~1J re
~_-_lliliativ'e fo Wednesday evening's p~rt. . ' · . . :. . .. ·. , .•.. ·, .. :: _ . ·.: 
meeting, lHe. statement issued is. as Wlien we were at a point wb~1·e 
tonc)vv'!!,: · : _ · both fAe ~epre.sen~tlvea. ~~. t_l:\c ¢1ty 

.. Beatrice, Neb., June 13, 1918. . iµi.d the ... repre.CJj!nt'ltJ\;'ell of . the gail 
; . ·xr:' ~-~~r; We, the city com mis- °?~pan. had,_ 11g:.1·ec,i ~ this . p·:;;,.pos!
;~t_on~rs, _white In a~tendance .!!-~.the tton,. Mr· .~f.na.~~r •.. ;1.ttornpy fo~ tho 
~e~t,fng wl)fob took place the evening {{al'! compati\'. J\lll<!e .tJio l,lDnpuncemerit 
O~ jµ~~- 12'. _f9.18, _at the commer.~lil.I lh_:it t\le gll:'I ~O~).lany woui<J ~ot·.·C~D-: 
tJub, h,!L~ agreell to sign nbd .accept rr;de to.. an, agrea!ne.nt, w~1ereby _they 
~e. jlgr~eme~~ whlc?l we hcr~wllh at· would refu~d . anJ; .ovet;·l·Ii~.i;pes wnat~ 
tacb. ·- .,.. ev~I". 1.f anY, that. m!r;ht be detem'lln· 
. U the city commissioners will .at Ii<!. 1!Y ~lie. ,~lty c~~in~U .aft<\r·.:s?.'1<1 '. m:-: 

once grant to the . gas corit·pany a ve11Ui;-. Uon·, au<llt na.J a1 j;.r.iisement. 
temporary Increase. ~t 20 per._¢en~.fn ; . ...~l'81;>~·!•t1111y,,y~·~r,'.l ... ; ... 
the .present gas rates for a period cf. ~ C, . ·I~1!;!'·J.l'EL~I·NGER, 
90 da)'li . t.o taie etfect at one~ as . of W. E. RIFE 
jun~ i., 19liil, and will ~ppoltit'a. coµi- WALLACE WEIGEL,. 
petent and disinterested certified· a.c: ; . · ·City Commissioners . . 

GC\.s 



GAS COMPAl,.Y. $TATES ITS~ ·- · ·· ... . · ·.-., '..·· · 
. P?S~l.l~?ll:iCONTROVERSY 

. ' . ·' . :: lj <~ ~~~. ·. . ,·.:.:; -~~ _·: i . . -.. :· -r-_: 

In an interview today with a ' 
.D{l.ily · f'.xpress reporter, rall!,.tive . to 
the gas. rate increase mat~ei.~.a: rep
resentative of the gas com2ariy dis
cussed. the propositians. whli!n-.i'iave 
been.under discussion by.the p~ople 
of the city since the closing down of 
the plant. 

A number of questions were asked 
the gas' company management bv 
the reporter, the yuestions and an~-
wers following: I 

Q . .'It is. reported .on the .street· 
thlf;t. ·.t.he Gas c-ompany wanted to · 
close i~ .Plant, ;:arid -fildn"t'.- want to I 
make ~n agre~~ent 'with 'the City .. 
What is. the . retil reason for closing 
the plant? < 

A. The real and only ~eason for 
the·. Gas COIT\pany closing its plant, 
i~ that for.more than two years the 
Gas eompany has operated)ts plant 
in Bea.trice at a loss, .and for the I.a.st 
.!pt.tr.:· .irioaths, th-0 ~rnings: of the 
cQi;m:>any have not been sufficient to 
Jl~Y Qperating l'!XPeMes without any 
rey:z:d to· d.epreciatitlfi, or interest on 
the. money· in~ested. · ' 
Q.~What ~has brought about this 

condition' of: aff'il.frs? 
:. :A.~~The war.: !As. a result. of the 
'Wal' the.price ol everything has great 
l:t, increased. There i'S; no prospect 
of. any . dect~li.se in .p'ri~s -tiritu' 'after: 
~he-·war is''oo4.ed. A(present ther~· 
rls nb: ,i.lnJpt!diate prosll_~et of ~th& war. 
.~J.l.~ip.g~. '.l:h~ ):t.a.'3 .Coxµ.pany;, there-' 

!tore ~ad nothing; to· io~k, forward to 
-except. bankruptcy, unies&~ih~ eity 
co,u?-cil .w?uld give i~ increased rates 
c:41llrJ.P,gt,~ll.lS:;:War periqd, as has been 
done in. hundreds of cities through-
Qnt the United. States. The .railroads 
found .th~~ese)vE)s in the same con
q~tion.and hothing saved them, ex
cept .they were. taken over by the 
government and freight rates in
~rieased 25 per cent; pa.sseng.er rates 
m,t;reased 50. per cent. ·.· '.fb.e- Gas com
pany. ':"'ould be g)ad. .t«>. o_pei::a~. its 
plant·if it can do- so without loss. It 
ea.n . no more af{qrd to furnish gas 
.tq· the;;P~P~;·~f.::Be!!~l9.e..!H· !!-'. l?~S, 
than ·the metehants of Beatrice. can 
afford to sell lllerchandise at .a loss. 

Q.-:-It is said on the streets tha"f. 
the Gas company made· no .effort to 
arrive· at a settlement· with the city 
council. 

A.-This i~ untrne. The Gas 
company .made e\'rry effort to settle 
the question. lt wa.s and is, willing 
to do anything that is fair if th~ 
city. <>ouncil. will give it a rate that 
·~m· enable it 'to. operate its plant 
without losing mbney. 
. · Q.~It is said that the Gas com
pany was not willing .to return the 
mopey' collected on the 20 per ceI1t \ 
'terti..porary increase ·proposed, if it 
~as_f?'1rid -~h_at the increase was n~t l 
JUStlfled. . ; 

'-.:;>QS 

I ;•A.-That is wr?ng .. Tb~ G~:~~4 
pany agreed the.t the city slioutd 
seleet an auditor to · exaril:ine,•' its. 
books, and that the FUE!l Atlmiii.is
trator should select an engineerHo 
app:aJ~ its prope:~y,_ ~f[;d. :, µ, ~·t~e 
auchtor and the engmeer repor,t,~d to, 
the city that the 20· per eent in~rease 
was :Rot justffie(~; the m~ney: ~~Jid 
he returned to the ~oh~ufiiei-s. .· 
Q.~What was tbe:troi.ible then?': 

. .A.1 .The trouble -ivas that the;.city 
council. woulct not agree to thistpro
vision. The cmmcil Insisted that~the 
Gas company must i·etui·n the 20 per 
cent teni:porary increa'.s~ wherle,ver 
the council asked. for its return .with 
out any· regard to whether the audi
tor and engineer founci that the G~ 
company was ·entitled

0 

• to the" in
ct·ease or not. This put the m~iet 
in the situation \vhel.-e the citf ~otii:i-

•• •• . . joi:· •. 

c1l was agreeing to. grant a 20 per 
· c,ent temporary incre'ase for 90 .days 

and asking the Gas comi)any: to re· 
turn this rnoriey whenever the coun.~ 
cil demanded . it. . One member .of 
the Council had; a~- minutes~:oo. 
for!) the meeting adjourned; st4'fed 
.that the city council )\'ould .. 4~.-, Ii 
rate suificient to pay operating ex
·pense~ o'nly,. and the. autitnei:of~ ttle 
:council. had stated 'that :'t.li.e. coUnch 
:would :poi ~ease the 'r~~:, .;:!n 
a;dciitiOn, -fu,thil'!; -the. cotindl i~ceat!Y
':emj>l9yeci~,rut attorney fo'" pte~sltiie 
stiit . ·in .. the· · l,Jnited . States T. cO:Jtt . 
. fu .compel a reduction ... in-· 'prekht 
rates instead of an inci'.ease. Under 
these circumatan.ces tor the' Gas c8m: 
p~O.Y .. to .. ag_r.ee. to, po?tin~e. ,w._,op~~fo·· 
its plant :on a temporary merease J.Il 
rates which it had no f reiison t6"fbe~ 
Heve t~e council would: inake., p'ef~, 
manent ·and which, .the tpuncil h.~t 
practicli.l~y'. said they ~QWd .com~~I 
ll;l.e Gas company.' ~o ·re.turn· to .... U:\4 
consumers; wouhl ·r~~tilf otily' it!i#'; 
Gas co!Jlpany operating ttte : filal).\ 
~or 90 days more at:a great los~'~"atid. 
then being compelled t,o closi' it 
qown. .These are the exact fac~:., .. ' . 

Every fair minded '.Citi..Zens 'IinoW:s 
that a price for. anything· thaL~M. 
just or reasonable five. years ago,•l.s 
insufficient now. . · · :. 
. Th8 Gas ·Cpinpanf has b~n stiif~ 
gas in 1918 at the same price dtlre~ 
ceived· in 1911, although the expe-hsi! 
.of manufactu.rfog gas a.nd c~g 

II on the h~siness has been n:ni.ltipi.ied. . 
several times. ' · ,_'. 
· · There isn't-a business man in Beat~ 

f 
rite W.ho could eScape,;l)a;itkrtt~~Y 
if. he was -compelled· to sell hisjlro
d:tict•on: the':{INces ciC1911:· ant:fbiiy 

I his goods. B;IlU .pay' hi.S :expen8~:;:0~ 
•the prices ofl918. Yet, this is ,YJ,ha,t 
;the · eo\.m~il $.$ askink~. the· Ga&i:~'
pany to do; and this ·is what tb'e'·:aa~ 
compa.ny cannot do. ··'· .. ::.~:,. 

I ·: . ~· 



GAS COMPANY STATES ITS 
POSITION IN CONTROVERSY 

Jn nn infrrvirw frnl:1v with a j 
Dnily E:q1rrss rrportrr n•l:llivc to 
I.hr. gns raf.e inc:rr.:isr~ 111al.l1·1", a rr.p
rescnfnf iv<~ of I.he v,ns t·omp:rny dis
r.ussed thr. proposili:rns which have 
been urnlcr <lisc11ssion !Jy lhr. people 
of the city since I.hr. closing down of 
the plant. 

A number of questions were risked 
the gns compnny mnnagr.mcnf. hy 
fhr. 1·r.porler, flH' y11r:-;fions :ind nns
wr1·s following: 

Q. It is 1·r11orf1~cl 011 fhr. sl1·erl. · 
f11af.. 1111• C:is t·o111p:111y \\':111ll'cl to 
rlosr. ifs plant, :incl clid11'I w:111r fo 
make an :tgTer1111•11I. will! tl1r. cil.y. 
Whnt is thr. 1·eal l'cason fol' closing 
I.hr. plnnf.? , 

A. Tl1r. l'Pnl and only n•:tsn11 for 
the Gas comp:111~1 closin!!; ifs plnnf, 
is that for morr. f.han fwo yr.:m; f.l•r. 
Gas compm1y hns opcrafr<l ifs plnnl. 
in Bcntricc at a loss, and for I.he last 
.four months, the earnings of the 
com;Pmiy have not heen sufficient fo 
pay operating expenses wif.ho11f. n.ny 
regard to depl'eciaf.ion, or i ntcrest on 
the money invested. · 

Q.-\Vltat hns brought ahout this 
condition of nffairs? 

A.-The war. '1\s a res11ll of the 
wnr the lirice of everyf.lling has great 
ly increased. There is no prospect 
of any decrease in prices until after 
t.he wnr is ended. Al )lres<!llt. f.hcrc 
is no immediate 11ros11ccl of the war 
ending. The Gas .company, there
fore lrnd nothing fo look forward to 
except bankruptcy, 1111lcss the city 
council would give it. increnserl rates 
during this wnr period, as has been · 
done in hundreds or cities through
out the United States. The rnilroacls 
round themeselves in f.hc same con
dition anti nothing saved I.hem, ex
cept they were taken over by the 
government and freight rates in
crcnsetl 25 l1Cr cent, pnsscnger 1·atcs 
increased !lO per cent. The Gm; com
pany would be glncl f.o opcmf.c i'L<1 
l>l:mt if if. c:m clo so wi 1.ho11 l loss. It 
cnn no more affri)'ll to furnish gas 
to the 11eo11lc of Beatrice at a loss, 
than the merchants of llcatricc can 
afford to sell mcrchnnclisc al a loss. 

Q.-11 i" !<aid 011 llw :-;lr1•1•l.s that. 
llt<' C:is 1"0111p:111y 111:id1! 1111 ..rrorl. fo 
:irriv<• al. :1 s1·lll1·111.1·11I \\'ill1 lht• cif.y 
co1111cil. 

A.-This is unlrnc. The Gas 
comp:111y mncle evr.ry effort to self.le 
I he q11est ion. JI. wns :ind is, wi II i ng. 
lo do n11rf.hi11g: I.Ital. is f:iir if the I 
cif.v ro1111cil will g-ivc it a l'afe f.hnt. 1 

will rnahlr> ii. lo 01wrafe ifs planl.' 
\\'ilhrn1t losing 1110111•y. 

Q.-11. is :<:1id 111:11 I.he Cas i:r1111-
pn11y \\':t:< 11111. willi11;.:- lo 1·d11r11 I.ht! 
111011<')' collPt'.11•d 011 llw :!fl 111•r ct•nl. 
tP111pon1ry incrc:1sr. proposr.d, if il 
was found lhaf. lhe inrrcase was nol 
j llSfi fi Pt!. 

<-:::i Cl.S 

A.-Thnf. is \\Tong. The Gas com• 
p:rny n~l'<'l'd llt:it I.hr cil.y should 
scl1~f. an auditor 1o rxaminc its 
books, and th:tl file Fuel Adminis4 

f.mtor i;ho11hl select nn engineer to 
: n ppraisc its property, and if the 
amlilor and the engineer reported to 

!he cify thaf. the :w per cent increase 

: was 1101. j11sfiriccl, the money 'would 
I 
' h<' l'l'f 11 l'llPd lo the COllSlllnr.1·s. 

Q.-Wh:if. was I.he !rouble f.he1i? 

A.-The fmuhle wns that the city 
council \\'ould nol ngreo lo this pro
,·isio11. Tl11! council insisf.eu that the 
Gas company mi1sf. ref.urn the 20 per 
rcnf. tcmpor;iry incrr.:ise whenever 
f.111! ro1111c:il .nsl\c<l fo1· ifs rcl11rn with 
0111. any rPg:ml f.o whether the audi 4 

1111· :11111 <•11ginP<'r ro11rnl lh:ll the Gas 
1·n111p:111y was e11f.ilfod to the in4 

<'l'P:ts<' or 1101. This p11f. the matter 
in 1111~ sil11afio11 \\'h!•n) I.he city .coui1~ 
cil was agrr.cing lo granl a 20 per 
<:<'11f. f<'mpomry increase for 00 days 

:1111.I :1sking I.lie Cm; co1npany to re4 

f 11 I'll l It is 11101wy wl1em~vc1· the coun
ci I clpmarnh•tl it. One member of 
Ilic Coinu:il li:id, a few minutes be
fore I.he meeting ncljourneu, stated 
that Ilic city council would fix a 
rntc sufficient to 1rny operating ex~ 
pcnscs only, and I.he nttomey or the 
council had staled that the council 
\vould i1ot. increase the rates. In 
:1cl<lifio11 lo f11is, I.he rn11ndl recently 
<'mploy<'li nn at.Larney lo press the 
imit. in the United Stales court 
to compel a reduct.ion in present 
rnfrs instcnd of an incrense. Under 
these drc11msf.anccs for the Gas com 
·pnny fo ngrf!r. to continue to operate 
ifs plnnt 1111 a lcmpomry inc1·case in 
rnlrs which it lrnd 110 rcnson to be
lieve I.he council wo11lu ma.ke ·per
manent rind which t.lte council had 
)lructic.ally said they would compel 
the Gas company to return to the 
commmrrs, woultl result only in the 
Gris company opcrntlng the plant 
for !)() 1lnys more al a grrnt loss and 
I.hen l>eing com11ellcd lo close it 
down. :rhcsc arc the exact facts. 

Every fair minded citizens knows 
that a price for anything that was 
just or rcnsonahle five years ·ago, is 
insufficient. now. · 

The Gas co111pnny has been selling 
g-ns in 1!)18 al t.hc same lH'ice it re

. ceivr<l in lflll, although the expense 
!of man11fact.11ring gns and carryi'ng 
I on the husinrss has b~cn multiplied 
I sr.vr.rnl times. 
I There is11'l :1 hui;iues.<i man in Beat- · 

I ricr. who colt Id <'scape bnnkruptcy 
i r he was com pelletl f.o sell hh1 pro
<l11cl on the prices of 1911 nncl b.UY 
his goods mid pny his expenses 011 

the prices of l!JIS. Yet, this is w,hat 
U1c council is al'lking the Gas com
pany to do, anil this is what the Gas 
mm 1111.ny c::rnno.t do. 



G0-s 

Cl·TY COMMISSIONERS AND 
GAS COMPANY MANAGEMENT 

ENTER INTO AGREEMENT 
As Result of Conference Held This Morning, Commissioners 

Meet To Consider Temporary Ordinance..:.._PJant 
Will Probably Open Sunday Morning · 

As a result of a conference held Administrator John L. Kennedy; 
between the management of the \Vednesda.y evening. 
gas company and the city commis- The commissioners are in session 
sioners this .morning, an agree- as the Daily Express goes to press 
ment was entered into· which will considering a resolution an<l tem
undoubtedly lead to the re-opening porary ordinance which provides 
of the gas plant Sunday morning for a twenty per cent increase of I 
at 10:30 o'clock. gas rates up to October l, during 

The agreement entered into~ be- which time an audit of the books of 
tween the gas company and the the company will be made and a 
commissioners is virtually the ·physical valuation of the company's 
same one under considerati.on at plant is to be made by a govern
the meeting held with State :Fuel · rnent representative. 



Cl·TY COMMISSIONERS AND 
GAS COMPANY MANAGEMENT . 

ENT.ER INTO AGREEME.NT 
Ar. Result of Conference Held This Morning, Commissioners 

· Meet To Consider Temporary Ordinance-Plant -
_Will Probably Open Sunde1:y Morning 

As a result of a confer~ce held Administrator. John L. Kennedy 
l:R!tween the ma11agement o~ t~ Wednesday evening. 
gas company and the city commi~~ · The commissioners are in session 
'sioners this morning, an agree-' as the Dally Expre~s goes to pr~ss 
ment was entered into which wib considering a resofotion al).d iem
undoubtedly -lead to the re-opening -pora.ry ordii;iance which provides 
9f tl}.e gas plant Sunday morning f-Or a twenty per cent increase of 
at 10:30 o'clock. ' gas.rates up to Octoo~r 1, during 

The agreement- edtered into be- which tirrie a.n audit o(the.books ef 
tween -· the-ga:s , cotiipanf · ·and· ~lie ihe clnh1)aliy wilt ·be· nrad1( aria . a 

. comrilissfoners _ is virtually .the physical valuation of the c.ompan~·s 
·same on.e under consideration at plant, is· to ve made by a g0,vern-
0the meeting held with State Fuel ment•representative. -



TEMPORARY INCREASE IN RATES 
::;;:::. ::GRANT·ED AND GAS PLANT RE-OPENS 

. . 
... : •. :· ........ :··· ... ...-., ···, ... ' ·... -·· ' 

. . ,;:~*i~Kg~' ~oqst1Jl¥lP! .. ~r1Lagaln . ci.ty . counc.il ot ;~he . city, of,. Bea,frice, 
e1Jjpying the luxury of cooking with Nebr., that the proposition this day 
~a"s,-..the city commissioners and the submitted lo the . city by the. Gage 

•• .• I ' 

~111/co~panY. management coming County Gas, Light & Power com-
t(Lan :agreement Saturday evening pany, which has been filed with the: 
~hi.ch resulted in the re-opening of clerk and read at this meeting, be; 
ttti.;;ga:s plant . Sunday morning at and the same is, accepted and order· 
10\30 o'clock. ed to be made part of the minutes 
.:~]•.oUowing the signing of the agree of this meeting, and 
rtt~iii"'-Saturday- .. under the terms of '· "Be it further resolved that w~. 
\vlJlhl:i ·the gas company has been 
g~antcd . a temporary incre~e . of hereby agree and · reqtiest that Fed-
l'ates "'Of twenty per cent dating from eral Fuel Administrator Garfield, at 
J_tine 1, several conferences were his earliest convenience, select and 
n~cessary before t.he details of ·the send to this city, .a .compet~t and 
§~ttlllment ·were fiunally closed up. disinterested engineer to app_raise 
~; .. ,1,1ttiers wer~ at the breaking the value of the plant and property 
si.&fte' at various times during the of the said gas company, ·as per 
lit~~~~; tile point at. ~ssue being agreement entered into this 15th day 
whether -or not an ordmance was of June 1918 between the Gage 

!
, · "ft~fi fo make the temporary in- County Gas, Light & Power. com

liSe ,legal. The point was first pany and the city couricil of Beat
ed. by Mayor Heffelfinger ~nd rice. 

~~- ~n.sisled upon ; by Commission- "Be it further resolved· that the 
o~ W!tllace Weigl(li attom~ys for city derk is hereby instructed to 

!
gas·. company asserting that fo forward a copy of this I'escilutfon to 

o ~I\ to legalirre . the agre.eme~t, fo.r John L. Kennedy, federal fuel :atl-
·temnorary:_. mcrease, an ordi- minislrator of the state of Nebraska~ 

it . c;e must be passed. "And be it further resolved thaf 
. : ~fie cornmis'si<iiters were of the the gas rates to be charged by the 
~n~ ,tHat th~ pas.sage ~f such Gage County Gas, Light &. Power. 
.~~r ordmam:e nught jeopardize the company, its s~ccessors and assigns 
?dihtS of the city in the courts and be temporarily fixed · for the tinm 
~if used· fo pass the same. Unable from June 't, 1918 to October 1, 1918 
fi·c~me· to an_ agreement in t~e af- as follows: $1.62 per thousand cub
f~oon, an adjournment was taken ic feet thereof, . with a discount of 
1J»til 7 .o'clock Saturday nig~t, when 5 cents per thousand cubic feet to 
~:verat attorneys met with the any and all c;onsumers using less 
qpnipissiOners, and a decision was than 3,dOO cubic feet, if paid with
.finally rea~hed that n. resolution in fifteen days from the date of rert 
w0uld ·fill all ·requirements. dering bill for same-, and a discount 
~The resolution was passed, and of 10 cents per thousand cubic feel 

tlfe_ gas plant was .re:<>pened Sunday to any and all consumers. using 
n:Wr.rll.ng ·a:t"10:30 o'Clock, bringing 3,000 cubic feet or more, 'if paid 
w·:a.-dose. a condition which has re within 15 days from the date of 
~jilted:; in -nt~~h i:ndmvenience, ex- rendering a bill ~or same, and :the 
pe'nse arid tdouble for ·~he gas con- rates are hereby so leII11Porarily f)~; 
turners. ofJth,e city of Beatrice. ed for said petiod. · 
,~' · t,, ~:Tli't. :keiolutlon• Passed and approved this .15th-
-~'-The resolution adopted was as fol day of June, 1918. - , 
1:~:~-;, is :re~olve~. bY. Uie mayor ·and ' ·~ "!., ; " ' R c.. ~-~~~~,~.1.~-i~~r. 



TEMPOR-ARY INCR·EASE IN RATES 
::.~;··>: IRANT·ED AND GAS PLANT ~E-OPENS 
·.•: -~- ... ~ .. :··· .... r·· ·-.... ·... ... . 
.. ~~l.d~~·:g~,S· ~ons~~rJ:l-.lJ.r~ _again .<;i.ty counc_il o( .~he city ,of, Bea.trice, 

e1)j9ying the luxury of cooking with Nebr., that the proposition this day 
ga'i!,"-th.e city commissioners and the s11bmitt.cd to the city by the Gage 
~l\~ .~'.c~~pan·y- management coming County Gas, Light & Power com
tiLnn .ngreement Saturday evening pany, which has been filed with the: 
~h·i.ch -resulted in the re-opening of clerk and rend at I.his meeting, he; 
ttill,~gii:s plant . Sunday morning al and the same is, accepted and order· 
10i30 o'clock. ed to be made part of the minutes 
<Fojlowing t.he signing or the agree of this meeting, and 
m~'f1t '.·Saturday. under the terms of 
i\ib.lfilt. the gas company hns been "Be it further re~mlved that we. 
gft\nlcd . e. temnora.ry increase . of hernhy agree and rcqiicst that Fed· 
rntcs'Of twenty per cent dating from era! Fuel Administrator Garfield, nt 
June 1, several · conferences were hi8 earliest convenience, select and 
n~cessary before the details or the :;end t.o this dty, a .compclC11t nnd 
~i:iltlllment·were fiunally closed up. disinterested engineer lo appraise 
.. ·•Ma.tiers were at the · breaking the value or the plant and p-roperty 
srifie: at vari~us times during the of the said gas company, 'as per 
a~~~po~· Uie. point at ~ssue being agreement entered into this 15tb day 
whether. or not an ordmance was of June 1918 between the Gage 
ri' · lt~d to ma~e t:lrn. temp()rary in- County Gas, Light & PoWilT com
t'_ ~e~·,Jegat The point was fir.it pany and the city council of Beat
i;' lied. by Mayor Heffelfinger and rice. 
~IJ.i'. ~nsisted upon._: by Commission· "Be it. further resolved that the 
·e~ W~llace Weigl}li attorneys fo_r city cl-eTk is hereby instructed to 
-~gas ·company asserting that in toiward a copy of this resolutfon to 

!" · . z.·fo Iegali~ . the agrccme~t, ro.r John L. Kennedy, federal" fuel a"d-· 
"teninorary increase,· an ord1· ministrat.or of the state· of NebraskaJ 

n . ce niust be passed. "And be if. further resolved thaf 
_ :,jt1fe contmfssi()ners· were of the the gas rates to be charged by the 
~nion· f.11at the passage of such Gage County Gas, Light &. Power . 
. !i~'f ~rdinanee might jeopardize the company, its successors and assigns 
i\1'1tS of the city in the courts a_nd be temporarily fixed , for the ti~ 
~{used ·to pass. the same. Unable from June ·1, 1918 to October 1, 1918 
t§"oome~ to an agreement in the af- as follows: $1.62 per thousand cub
t'~oon, an adjournment was 'taken ic feet thereof, _ with a discount of 
1ilJitil 7 _o'clock Saturday nig~t, when 5 cents per thousand cubic feet to 
~era:t attorneys met with the any and all (:onsumers using less 
ciimipissioneril, and a decision was than 3,<100 cubic feet, if paid with
.finally rea~hed that a resolution in fift.een days from the date of rert 
would "fill all. requirements. dering bill for same,. and a discount 
~Tiie resolution was passed, and of 10 cents per thousand cubic feet 

tae.gas plan,t was .re:<>pened Sunday to any ·and all consumers. using 
tnbr.rilng ·a.i"10:30 o'clock, bringing 3,000 cubic feet or more, ·if paid 
tp·;a.dose a coriditfon which has re within 15 days from the date of 
ijil~d-dn ~~ch i.nconveniencc, ex- rendering a bill (or same, and the 
pense arid tdouble for ·~he gas con- rates are hereby so tiemjporarily ~i~ 
•umers of_,tb.e city of ~eatrice. ed for said period. · 
,z°' . J;,, ·~1il :lleiohdlona Passed and approved this 15th 
·,;The resolution adopted was as fol day of June, 1918. , 
1~~;~~ i~ :re~~lvea. by the mayor ·and \ .,., "~., ; •· ' R c.. ~~~~~-.~1.~i~~~r. 
:·· . . . 



SHOWDOWN IN 
CITY ,GAS. ·f lGHT 
}.·~· •. i·. 1 ; 1'. __ ._ 

COMMISSIO.NE1tS' · :RESQ:DUTIOti 
AYS PAY TAX.OR FORFEIT 

FRANCHISE 

CLAIM $2,000 DUE CITY 
1918-1919 Occupation Levies Bone 

Contention in Present Spirited 
Controversy. 

Resolutions which were adopted 
by the council yesterday call for a 
showdown in the tax controversy 
with the gas company. 
· The resolutiona, which were in· 
troduced by Mayor Hettel!inger and 
adopted unanimously, set forth. that 
unless the . corpora.'tion . paya its 
1918-19 occupation taxes by Fe'b_ru
ry 20, its franchise. will be revoked. 
The company h~ · .refused to s~ua.te 
up o'r make any' repoct relative :to 
the taxes for·· a i;>eiiod of two :yea'l':i. 
It is asserted. · ~he amdllnt 1nvo.ivM 
is approxinuitelY 1i2;-ooo. · 

· « cifoiiter Claim 
As stated.' som'e tlnie. ago, Manager 

Rlce co'nt~T,idS that the city ls in- : 
debted to the company f()r .expenses 
involved in· fow~dng' ~he. mains aft
er variOU!! . stre~ts . were· graded. He 
i1ol~. th.at ·'wti.e1(;t}le grading: made 
It necessary to ibwer the mains be
low t~ frostlji;i.e._ the cltt should 
have met one half the expense. Up 

l
'to the present the company has .not 
completed a tabula'tlon of the ex

: pense items. 
· City Attorney Bourne submitt~d a. 

draft . of the ·ordinance which, ex
tends the tire 11,mlts t,o include the 
south ha.It ot Freeman's sub-dlvl
riion and the ·north halt of block 60 
a.nd tt · was passed. The · district 
takes in the Floyd ta.xi ba.rn, the 
Ga11haw t1roduce store and ' other 
buildings ln the Eighth and Coull. 
streets vicinity. 

;~:~.~PA,Nf fILEs· , . 
f.:·$B~~fili-COUNTER CLAIM 

~. ··~~~·:· ... · ! ~ . 

:u.o.~ '~TEB :m. CONTRO
. _t ~:: ~V$~ i · :;~9,~·PAY~ 
"J/' - -r I ~~J:9]Hl'A.XES'' 
"('" ··.: ~ 

; :coQNCJL:: IS!: STANDING p. AT 
·: .. . -~ 

Maintain ·Corporation ~nst Pay or 
Lose ·Franchise-Rice Pre-

'1~ iienta His Side. 
·, _... . 

·' I,ntlmationa tha.t t!l~ city and gas 
teQmpan:r are scheduled tor. a .tii:-ht 
<0Yer the ta.x queet\on were shown 

· ~o . ~ -weu routJ,ded, :re~terda7 :morn
,~. when .llli.D,a,rer . Thos. Rice pre
•nted a. counter claim of $2,400. 
.r .t.e stated tltflvtoustr. th• comm1s
el~er de'xnarid -lhe parmont of oc
CJ!Pattoil taxes 1F,hlch are overdue 
fo- the amouiJ,t ot U,000. ·The com
ll.an;r,· -accordfori -to the councll, has 
fJ;'llored: the ·le-Ties. for. two :rears 
•.~·. co~tinuee to refuse Pa:rrpent. A. 
r~~~1Ut~ol1 r.ecentl7 adopted by the 
e~tzil"8io,n'°J1! . s~l.flcally charged 

.. '~~·~·'.tb.~" ... ~a.x~ 'are·. fo arrears . ti;ir 
1'f~.8·~<Ll&~l~~·;,_It :Wlt6 aliio ll~t 
r~Uf~~~· :t~·: :ira~~1,1'1se- -W-outd, 11e 
t~~!~·~"1~~: ~'. c~mp~ ~u·areu 
~!'~t'-~~-'.~-0.: ',~.,,~et,.of iyuce in~
J~w, 1ff~,~th~rl!~~e~ :-:bT lla:kpr ,He(
,f•!!!Jwl"',,., ,.....,: , ,,.Ii~~' 
r~;!1._J~~~~ .-i.t~~. ·.· · · ·. ·'. 
x~.ii:~~~ t!::e:a~::r·~he a:~~~~· 
d'ii{jl)'nt,I'· w'outd ~ met by a ocunter. 
cthl~ 1~Tetlrig '.the e:z:Pelises incur- . 
te4_~~2:~. col)X>ratfon iii. lowering i 
T~rJ.~tf.il:·~~~ns .. ~he pipes '!Vere low
e.te4·:'.,~fow .the frost llne, he said 
'1tbfil?~t~. city graded the streets'. 
'the::· ;:11h~-lJ~d :ban stood the ex-. 

-\! · ),\~~~~P,_e compari:r, ac
:1A:fll~'er, w1,1o state(j 

.. 4~ne. . ·. · 
. /~$)6 c.orpor~tlon's 
• .... ~.•fl ( . . 

.~j:i):: work which ts 
.lt'iiJt :'4011.e in recent 
.'~~~,i>lier8 are "stand~ 

~ ~'.'9.\J~stlon, w~ich ts 
;;,pes:t Tuesday . .. . ,~_ .. ,,_:· .~·. · ... ·.:-?~· 



G"ASl!Ojf rlNY~:'S'!Ys" <o 7~~-

COUNCIL EXCEEDS POWER 
Manager Rice Serves Notice De• 

mand For Occupeitlion Tax Will 
~e Passed Up 

Manager Thos. Rice of the gas 
com,Pany yesterday served. notice at 
the City hall that the council is not 
empowered to revoke the __ franchise 
without recourse to the courts. ·As 
stated by the Sun yesterday, the 
manager filed a claim for $2,400 
I for e:ii;>ense In lowering mains In 
. answer to the council's demand for 
_payment of occupation taxes. The 
I taxes tota1 $2.ooo and the coun:cn 
ihas· s~rve~ notice that, the,. franchise 

1 wpl_:b~ rev~1ted if paym!mf ~S ,not 
made\ by Feb. 20.. . : ., . ..• 

/ 

.· Service to CoJJtjnu~. . ; . . 
It does. not seem.tli!tr th,~. ~0111va

ny's servtce -t0 . its ··consumers will 
b& 1nterru~te11, at l~~~i · .t.liYs . seerns 
lmprObable at .. tbis. : '·uni~~" M~yor 
HeUelfln'ge_r · st~_te4 . thit .· th~ i;riatter 
would .. be consl-detM, i ~t th~ ses~lon 

. ' . ,,;, : ... , '•" 
Tuesday anq thak.:the com'pai1.y's 
. claim . would. 11robe.bi.Y i, ~e ta~~~~ for 
further. investigation." In the mean
tlme .th1t , tax q\1estion will also be 
carried over for the time being . 

. In flllng yesterday's notice, the 
manager ·declared that any action 
in regard· to revoking the franchise 
woald be· ignored because the coun
cil '·would· exceed its powers. Rlna
ker,· Kidd &:Delehant. Beatrice, 
and Geo.'' A. Lee, Omaha, are at
torneys for the corporation .. 



I WILL ASK RECEIVER 
FOR GAS COMPANY 

Repre3cnfative of Bondholders Indi
cates Ea.rly .Action in Federal 

Court. 

Reiterating his earliei· statement~ 
H. E. Foster, representing eastern 
bondholders of tin gas company, 
told the city commirnioners yester
day that appiication will soon be 
made for receiver. Mr. Foster, who 
Is a Lincoln attorney, held another 
conference with Mayor Heffelfinger 
and. Commissioners Weigel and Judd 
during the day. He Indicated that 
proceedings would soon be started 
tu federal court. 

The company has defaulted the 
191!J interest on a $106,000 bond 
issue. 

To File Claim 
City Attorney w; S. ;Bourne, aetc 

Ing on Instructions Jrom the coun
cil. w\Il Jib• the city's $2,000 occu
-pation tax .claim after the recclver
hlt> is applied for by the bondhold
ers. 

No action has been tak~n by the 
council on the company"s $2,400 
eounter claim which was recently 
11ubm1tt~d by Manager Thos. Rice. 
The city owes this amount, .Mr. Rice 
contends. hecaU:iu' cit~ expenses in
curred In lowering :inalns when dif
!ereilt. streets were . graded~ 



tCOUNCIL REOPENS . 
GAS-CONTROVERSY 

CITY ATTORNEY BOURNE IS IN
STRUCTED TO START COL· 

LECTION PROCEEDINGS 

NEW :optlCIAts SOON BUSY 
Col"1missi<inen-Blect Will Be on Job 

Monday-Munh Busines's ·Is on 
Slate. ' 

Meeting yesterday for thei1' regu~ 
lar session, the city commissioners 
r'eopened the controversy with the 
gas comifti,ny by instructing City At
toruey w; S. Bourne to push the 
claim for un'Pald . occupation ' taxes. 
Mr. Bourne was authorized to st~rt 
proceedings at once; though it witE 

'
1
not stipulated that he should :carry 
the fight into court. Early devel
opments wlll pro'bably decide wheth
er or not litigation ls to follow. 

ll'he c<;>mmrssloners some time ago 
demanded the iiayl:nent of 

0

1918-19 
taxes; ii.ggte~ting $2,000. · Manager 
Thoe. Rice -the.rea!ter submitted\ a 

. $2,400 counter claim - for expenses 
ilncurrd In lowerln.g mains tn recent 
years. He· contended that the city 
Jthould have met hart of the expense, 
under the .. terms of the" franc:'hise, but 
the lbon<Jholders ~ntered' the figlrt 
and tlie·' tu question , wa.S· · shelved 
pendhig a p"o~1ble .adjuStment. East
ern· in terestit own· the 'bonds, upon 
which inte~~st payments have been 
defaulted; There were. int!mattons 
of a: r·~ceivership, but nothing ,de
v~loped; alid this -ls the reason the 
commissioners gave yesterday for I 
r~ewlng-· ~ · con trovetsy. The bond 
issue totals $106,000. · 
. . ·, -· - - .. 



1 -The ·bullding now occuvied by 
the gas a.nd electric offices, purchas-. 

1ed some time ago by Goble, the meat 
market man, Is to be remorleled, it 

lwns announced yesterday. The work 
w!l! ·begin as SOO!l as the gas and 

!electric officers are moved elsewhere . 
. Goble will occupy the place with his 
,market when the place is c:impleted. 

faa...s 
z: I'€'.. C-\"( i c. 
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COMPANY ASKS CITY 
~- TO AGREE TO lET 
Bi INJUNCTION. STICK 
INCREASED CONSUMPTION OF 

GAS REQUIR::ES LARGER 
HOLDER CAPACITY. 

MUST· TRY OR DISMISS THE CASE 
· Federal Court Wants Case Off Doc· 

ket-Has Been H~nl?' Fire 
For Dozen Years. 

Needed lmp1·ovements at the gas 
plant here have ·been de.layed vend
ing disposal of a lawsuit between 
the city and the gas company which 
has been. .pending 1J. dozen years. The 
.Increase ln the consumption of ga.s 
to . supply the needs of Beatrice re
sidents has· made It necessary to add 
a new holder at the plant and an · 
.order for this equfpment ts ·being 
held up untll the old and all but 
forgotten lttlga.tlon Is disposed of. 

. Th:e history of the case goes back ; 
to .1911 . .In that ye,ar, the city coun-: 
oll after 'havlng .granted an Increase 

1

. 
in gas rates, passed an ordinance re
ducing rates. Holding that the re
duction would amount to confisca
tion of its 'property, the gas company 
enjoined the enforcement of the 01·
dluance In the federal court, gave 
bond and thereupon and th<ireafter 
established a. gas rate w.hlch tl1e coru
;vanjy held was compensatory. 

'the city ·employed Professor Seiple 
to make an appraisal of the g.ii.H plant 
~nd. suggest 1 a schedule of rates and 
company was then charging. The 
Olty. never p1·essed the action and 
tbe 'temporary Injunction has since 
stood.' The case slumbered in f~dera.l 
court. · .. - . I 

··· In ·June 1918. the city granted an 
increa.8e ·in ra.tes. If' It should be . 
sb<tWn that du1·tng those yea.rs frotn j 
1911-· to 19lg. while the Injunction 
w.aa In force, the company was not I 
entitled t(>- .the Injunction agll.lnst 
the. ·rate ordinance. tbe coqipany I 

-1111glitoe-".caUect · ui>on to pay back 
t}le excess which It collected· . from, 

,·ttl'I 'ooti.1mmcr11 over the i·ates esta.
' bllabed .. by ihe enjoined ordinance. 
Fo.r .that res.son the company, by its 
3en.era.l. counsel, Georgp A. Lee, who 
was in tbe. city yesterday, asks that 
the city now agree to !3- stipulation 
for· dlsmls8al of the case. Otherwise 
it will be tried at more or 'Iese cost 
tO both the city and the company. 
Mr. Lee presented the ma.tte1· to the 

'c.lty commlBSloners but no action has 
yet been taken. 

In July, 1920. the city granted u. 
rate lnerea.F.-O above the 1918 sc'he-1 
dule., thereby again acknowledging, 
ae the company contends, that the· 
enjoined ordinance ra.tes were lnade· 
quate. · 

''.Under a rule of the clepartment 
Of JUstlca'," flair! Mr. IAle, .. actions 
not tried within five yean; must be 
dismissed. Upon m·der or .Tud11;c Mun
gllr to show cause why thP. i9-l 1 ln
juncllon should not be dii;mrssed, t'he 
company appeared · and informed 
Judge Munke1· that a ~ummary dii;-1 
missal would be legally equivalent. 
to the ca.<>e never having ·bPen start
ed, an.d if the 1911 temporary rc
stralu.111g order. would be dismissed.I 
techu1call~ there would be or might 
be a contingent llahillty against the 
company representing the difference , 
flctwe~n the 1911 orrl inanr.e rate:; 
and the. rates actually c~rged up 
to the tune the city granted an in
c~casc: The court suggested that, 
smce it w~ all water over the dam 
and an ancient controve1·sy, that 
the city might consent to a sf.ipula- . 
thm that '1 permanent 11ecree be en
tered In f}le case thereby giving fi-
nality to the litigation-.· It Is this 
stipulation that the company now 
asks the city commissioners to au
thorize."' 

The matter was considered l.Jy the 
city commlssloner!l yesterday and 
they Instructed CUy Attorney Dut
ton to present to them a history of 
the Clµ!c. . 

l 
···. . I 

DlSCUSS QUESTION OF OLD IN- i 
- JUNCTION DISMISSAL AND · 
.- AGREEMENT . I 

w~,~.~~~o~b~ ~~~ c~ ~~~~:~J 
.company conferred with the city 1· 

commissioners yestertlay relative to 
<lisqtlssing the old rate inju1:ction i 
prpc~edlngs which have bung fire i 
s.(%lce 1911. Manager Brooks of the i 
cpmpany's gas department at Oma
b~. ··Geo. A~ Lee, general counsel, 
a.nd_Manager B. H. Conlee of the 
Bea~rlce office. met. wit.h Mayo1· Far
lowjand Commissioners Htgh and 
ElllJ!. and iwent over the ground co\· 
e"r~~by a~ -eralier review app'eari~l 
in: t ese"<xilumns; . ,_.. , 

I . . ··.· 
.. T e col'flpany in. 191:1, dur· ·the 

Gt.It in a~ministration, / secu.W': the I oo.u ord'r enjoining th~· nifrrom 
e~to clng ra $1.25. rate. J._. -; . and I ag:att durJng the vresen . 1nlstra I 
tlob, the eompauy· wa.'S • , -·lfted in
cte~ es t-0 11\eet risiD, _ epsts of pro
d"ct~on. The lnjw n. when Is
sued; prevented th · tty from enforc-
1lllf Jhe $1. 2 5 -r. . ~as provideu by 
~ii ¢rdlnancc ·c <:sed during _the 
GrJt;in. regi111 . It is still in effect 
a~d lte disro·' -1 of!era a.n element Of 
uti:eerta1nt£ ~Ifore tiie company is 
c®c~rned . 1.f . the injun.<ition Is dls
~lsi!f;!d · .. t.ho1:1t· an agreement it is 
JXMialb . ~though .perhaps not prob-1' 
~~t . _ ·at ·it. mtgh t be asked to pay . 
~e. ·, ~,-a.mount represented by the 

1
. 

41' e.n~e botween.· ; , _ · ' 
.·;, l;Jtiihould··be ·sliown· later that 1t 

t~t,.mpany-.,ws.s not entltlel to the i 1 
r i~~UQ..n•. against · the __ f P.te ocd!~ i t 
·, ni'ji~; lt mlght be ask~ fo·J&~ ba._<:k:. £ 

th'. . ece63·. •which.: it _~ted · 0W!1' i I 
t\i~,;-, tes.1bed by the enjoined 01·-i' I 
~mi .· Ut> to the time the 1918 h1-
ct~ was granted. · · 1 
· ~lt t.4e ~ hiJtmcUoh is ·dismissed J 

~·i;t I.I~ ari agre_em~nt .,cov,erlng th.ts 1· 1 
li(ll~ • It lji pc>selble-:-.-though It harq- ' 
l:y · me jprobalH&---foat , : a contra- I· 
veret:• might arl!Ml .rfaer the matter ... 
~;·company thel'efpre ·asks for a 
ljtlpajatlon cov'erin1f thts point. 
···.~9 action was t,li.k.en by the com

n:1lMJonera. Act111'n ·was also defer- I 
r~ .tin a proposli.Cfrom the-company j 
t\~t it furnish .tJ,.e. city the lighting I 
~v~ce now giy~n by the municipal 

1
1 

.v.ia.nt. .f . _ 
· ·lt\. connect~{:IJi with t~e proposed I 

se~~lenient or . the Injunction matter, I 
-tli~ ,offlclalp,stated · yesterday that 

1 the corpot~tlon does not wish to· e."':- 1 

"nd:troll\'$46,000 to $60,000 in the 
11'i'ttti.llat~~ ot a· new "holder" and 
ot~er ect~ipment tor its local pl~nt. 
uu\H Wis assured or prot~tlon. 



--.-
· · · - ; MAKES REDUCTIONS 
JJ~'S' SER-rICES EFFECTIVE 

MAY 1 

· .. jMPlliJVEMENIB . Al GAS PLANT J 

nrm .~.:a $10.000 for New Holder 
IP . O~tY ~ Gas .M&kinR' . 
· . · iQti.C EQ'iiipment . 

.... . -·-. J 
eortl\utn.ers o( gas a.nd electrlcHy 

1 

. tn BetLtrlce are £!:!·-have lower rates, 
· • · · ·to. a.nnoune~ment mad'e 

· • iit,"';b;y: F. H. Brci~~.~ Omaha, . 
lt"riianatbr ot 1 ptff Ne bra.Ska 1 

"'li~d· E•e!)trlc companyA owners ot 
·,1~'1: 1.!tUJtlql!, a;t tpe. cl~:V; hall. 

. · ·,·~'« rail!i;' are. to ·go. lntp :effect 
. M)1.f-.:.i.J:! ~:, - .. : . > . . . . . ,, . . 

.. '''l1tl~'.·':. t~·ic'-_l'&tee now 'charged 
· ~·~J:. ·~·1.~ 'inte down ,to 6 
~~ d the aew rs.tea: wlll run 

. frWj..· i.O:ce~·tii di:rw.n· to 6 cents. ,The 
ii:ll:itlmllm. of 16_ cen~ ls unchanged. 
: The .-Pa -rat~ ii~ ·an.· a · sliding 
ICale~.~4 ~o·~ ®nati,nptlon · within a 

· !montb; ·ran,gtnt.trom $1.90 to $1.36 
~j*~nd cubic feet with the 
~ &ffi.lmum ae at present, ·60 
cenuc·tlie:preaent rate 1~ $1.9.0 per 

· itii~d c-Ubfo.;te&L . , . 
. . . •ll'Ollri]rl1Jt are the new· electrfc 
l'•~;'\ .: .. · 

JPlfSI; 60 KWH used per ·month, 
;ioc.~rxwn. . 
· . ~~;f KWH used per month, 9c 
11er · :. ·· . ·. 

·Nut· &o; KWH t.ised per month, Sc 
sier-XWH. . . 

·':f.J~t;/ri.O KWH usi!·d per month~ 7c 

.. ~~#r·~oo .KWH-~M per month, 
~c'·Plf'llC'!l. ' . 

·-t-J~/ Q KWJ;I iised, per month, 
ic·,P4111~ . . . 

. >. ·~v:·aver ,l,000 KWH used per 
~n; .· ~~;:per KWH·'· 
-~· l(tnJ'.l'(U,m bl}l.: Go¢. 

· · ·::.;,'tbA. 01d.-;eleet,i'lc-' ta.tee are. . . . 
· · ~ '2~l kw used In month, 12c 

• " >'. •. '• : • ~- ·.>;/>'~~ 

Sc 
• . . . I . 

. 10J!)X9{H uee4 IJI. month, .6c .. J>. . .. :_. .. ' 
. MtiUmlim b11l, 60c. · 
~#~~;new ecli.ed~le ot ga.e rates le: 
.\, ·. · . per 1,000 
'· · · • . cubic feet 1 

First 2000 cu tt used ter mo.-:._ $1.90 I 
Next 3,000 cu ft used per mo ..... $1..86 
Ne:itt 6,00() cu ft used per mo .... $1.U 
Over: 10,000 cu tt used per mo $1.35 
Minimum bill .....•.................... .60 
'.;, fMi:. Brooks explained that; these 

~reductions are made in gas rates de
Blilte the tact that raw material prices 
~r. coke .and coal have -recently ad
vanced, and indications· point to a 
h~her level 6t prices permanently. 
Pe,ople have got into tb.e habit or 
rjs(rig gas and It should be possible to 
tn(:reaae· consumption. In the pa.st 
tl)ree years there hs.8 been a marked 
increase In the quantity of gas made 
and sold in Beatrice. The lncreii.ee 
h&.!! brought the utllltY. up .. to the 
JlOfnt where it must have additional 
.manufacturing and liolder capacity 

· 1q,. «1rder ·f:J> meet· the. demand. ne ad I 
dittonil:l· holder 'for 100.0.00 C".ibtc reet 
()llpactty and the. new equipment tor 
tn.Y.ing· and purlfytng the gas · · w:m 
oo!f(ln the _n_e.lghbor~ood 1of $60.~oo, 
~i;-. Brooks said. . ; .: ; . · •. . , ' 

~.he ga.S and electric ~ate questions 
h"v~ ·been under conillder:atlon . for: 

{Se ttme. :The ciompa'hy 'haij: a.eked . 
t the city· a.iree tto'. ,att~u1atfon · tor 

. dl.SinlssliFof an: h).junctlon which 
~.as ·beell in for~_e for a dezen· years, 
'lJrJt this matter le stlll 1.lnsettled .. The 

· oUlcel'jl of the company ·consider the 
cilntlngent Ilablllty e6 rl\lllote that 
t~ey can eately go ahead with the 
fin1troveme1;1ts to Increase their ,plant I 
~apa.Qlty, which wlll be. done at 
onee.· -



GONlfE RETIRES AS GAr 
~ .:• . 

AND ElECTRIC MANAGER 
Will .E~e ,. in Oil -Business-Edo 

·s~hmid of Mi!!!Ouri Valley 
· Take5 Ch~e Here 

B. H. Conlee, l~~~l manager or" the 1 
Nehraska Gas & Electric company, i 
has resigned his position and ·wm 1 

engage In the gasoline and oil bust- 1 

ness a.8 soon as the building he ls "er
ecting at E~ghth and court streets 
le complete'd. 

Ed. · Schmid, formerly manager 
for the_ company at Missouri Valley, 
has been assigned to the post of- lo -
cal manager of the ga.8 and_ electric 
properties here and- w111 take charge 
_at once. - -Mr. Schmid ls a graduate 
of the University of Nebraska, an 
electdcai engineer, and has been 
_with the company for nearly ten 
;rears._ He comes highly. recommend
ed as a capable public utillty execu
tive as well as a technical -expert. _ 

Mr. -Conlee has been connected 
with the:Iocal electric plant since 
March, 1912. The prbpert)° has 
b'een under several ownersh.ip1! : In 
'.that '-period, Several years· ago the 
gts-an,d electr!c comp11:nles w~re· con-_ 
eolld&ted -. under ·one - maiiB.gement 
a$.d -J,Jr. ·con lee has -been' )ii' 'c,-iarge. i 
Wtth ;no prevl'oua ~xperlenc~ '.ih- pub- 1 

ite :uttllty • o_perii.tt<1n\ .- Mr: Conlee 
ti:li:>k' Ji.old ·of -th'e " properties here, 
~astered the deta1ls ' and niana_t.id 
t'liem"witb markecf,abillty an'cf·•great
lY, incre~d · the company's volume 
of -bUlliness. ,_ Ile h~ _ bee ti consider
ing for some 'time .engaging 'ill the 
on -and gasoll:iie bUsi#'ess and ten
dered his resiittatlon -to· the 'publlc 
ntlllty. He will remain with the 
COJJ\P&nY in an a!fvlsory capacity un~ 
t1l the middle of -Au;gust, by whicb 
time his bliildlng wtn b~ _complied. 

vGC\._,~ 
£. \ e..c t f' I c.. 



Emery, deputy treasurer; N. Her-
ron, sheriff; Barnett, deputy sher
ltt; :r. E. Cobby, county judge; 
Willis Knight, surveyor, and M. 
Weaverling, superintendent of 
schools. 

City Officers-S. S. Switzer, 
mayor; C. M. Talley, George Metz
ger, Al Halliday and S. P. Lester, 
councilmen; E. M. Hill, police 
judge; H. G. Candee, justice of the 
peace, and .Tames Marsh, marshal 
and street commissioner. 

Mlllerit--Bla.ck Bros. These men 
came from Polo, Ill ., and during 
the last days of 1879 finished 
building the mill, at a cost of $21,-
000, to whioh $2,000 in lmprove
::nents were added in 1881. Adjoin
'ng the mill they bad a $3,000 ele
rator. 

Newspapem- The Express, by 
'll. A. Brown; the Gage County 
>emocrat, by G. P. Marvin, and 

August 14, 1932 
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Lindentree - Arabian Horse 
The magic of turning 011 

switch and having light and 
ergy at our command would h . 
been beyond their compreheusi 
So, too, would have been the u l 
zation of "juice" crea ted in L 
teries. And what would they h" 
said about electrically driven f : 
tory machinery and the el ecl 
washing machines, vacuum cle: 
ers, ranges, r efrigerators and l 
other things in the house of 1 
day ? 

The Iowa-Nebras ka Lig ht 
Power company n~w t aps v n 
pools of elec t1 ' ~ ity created l' 
rom Beatrice. The Gage Coun · 

Electric company crea tes cunc1 
at ils Blue r iver powe r pl11 11 
southeast of Beatrice and 
Blue Springs. The Blue is n o 

tilizcd m ore tha n any other m i• 
estern stream of s imila r size f ., 

hydro-electric plants. 

!\<HTTAN CAME IN 1868 
'.'he Courier, ·by Babcock. The Probably the most uruque enterprize in the history of Beatrice 
..eader bad recently sunk. Besides was that of breeding Arabian horses. The late L. W. Colby was the Isaa.c B. Mittan, who was 8 
be three newspaper offices there owner of this fine slre, Lindentree, back in 1889. By 1893 many years old the fourth day of Ma rci 
•as a :tlrm of job printers--SCobt Beatrice. residents were boasting ot Arabian steeds in their stables. last, bas lived continuously ii 
~ Scott. Lh:tden.tree and his mount, Louis Riesen, ls shown here. Gage county for 64 years. His fa 
There seemed to be two bank"-~,_ ____________ lillll1!11!!91 ______________ ,.ther, Daniel C. Mittan, came tci 

'he First National and wunam Gas Lights of Gay Nineties Nebraska from Lee county, Illi · 
amb's banking house. nois, crosslng the Missouri rive1 

~RMERS COMPLAINED 
OF SHORT WEIGHT 

3ome persons say there w 
•re dishonesty ln the old dayft 
·re double dealing and smoo 
~kery than bhere is now. Others 
h ! or. the plaln spoken, honest 
9'11 o:t old, when men wouldn't 
:ik o:t defrauding a neighbor. It 
;>robd>le that there were then, 
now, men who lived by thelr 
3 and men who lived by hon-

tolL When we think of the 

· G W f El t • •t A at Brownville on May 1, 1868, ave ay 0 eC l"lCl Y .1.~S when Isaac was 17 years old. The 

· P~ogress Brought It's Changes :~:~ ~!!i~ ~=n:t~~t p~s1!~~ 
Boys and girls, sometime· when 

you are rummaging around some 
of our older downtown buildings, 
examliie the ceilings and sidewalls. 
You will probably find a pipe or 
a more or less ornamental jet here 
and there. They are relics of yow; 
granddad's day-of those far away 
years. when gas was a "modern''. 
lighting· material. 
.. ·Back in the gay 90's folks turn
d on the gas and lighted lt with 

match. Cast iron standards at 
· tervals along the streets were 
lso topped with gas lights. In the 
omes folks who still had ornate 

lamp chandeliers used kesosene 
but gas was as !ar ahead of the 
as they were ahead of candles. 

The gas was artificial. Toda 
thousands ot miles . of plpelin 
carry natural gas from Kansas 
Oklahoma and Texas fields acl'OB 
G!lge county. It is now used fo 
fighting but provides tuel fo 
h~ating and cooking. 

·· Then ~ E lectricity 
Electricity ended the gas light 

ing era. and also brought othe 
changes which would have 
tounded our grandfathers 
g-randmothers. 

village of Holmesville. His fann 
consisted of 160 acres, and Isaac 
B. Mittan now resides on an eigh
ty-acre tract ot . the original home
stead, which has never been out 
o! the family possession. He drivea 
a· car and is in rugged health. 

A t and AcroH K ne•• 
Much has been said about the 

lessons learned at motllens' knees. 
but for deep-seated impressions 
those learned across those snme 
knees should not I.le 1lenled tb<'lr 
relative lmportnnce.-Fort Worll.t 
Ilecord-Telegrnm. 

m jumping, gambling and~;;;;~;;~~~~~~~~~;;;;;;;;~~~~~~~~~~~~;:=;;;;;;;;;;~;;;;;;;;;;;;~ ky kind of men who come west r 
:he early days we are apt to 
~ve that all the Immigrants 
e grafters and crooks, and 
n we thlnk of the slmple, 
lgbt-forward folks who settled 
l when, the state was new we 
apt to think everybody was 
of nature's 'gentlemen. 

.tty years ago there were com-
1ta of decelttul practices in 
town, and a farmer writing to 
of the newspapers said: 
t Ls the general impression 
a farmer is liable to be chea.t
y short weights when he sells 
1tock or grain, that the ma· 
'f of buyers need watching and 
then they will beat you; that 

· are honorable exceptions I 
·tad to admit, but there might 

good many more than they 

e Farmers Allinnci>, an or -
• t • .. . . 

For 41 
Watched 

Y ears We Have 
Beatrice Grow! 



.!IL AND GAS PROBLEM 
,< 

.f'i. F~rlow Makes Known the Prop

osition Submitted to People of 
Beatrice and Vicinity 

The following letter w1 itten for 
this paper by W. N. Farlow on 
the oil and gas· problem will be 
found interesting reading by resi
;dents .of this city and vicinity: 
; While we are talking good. 
; roads. holding farmers' institutes· 
r and ."endeavorinR; to devise wass 
·and means whereby we may beoe

i'. fit ~~rselves individually an_d th_e. 
;. commanity collectively, ~ .thmk 1~ 
:·, an opportune time to make know i;
., a proposition that has been s~b;= 
0· mitted tu the people of Beatr1c1 
( . . h .f t I ~-. and vicinity, and wh1c , 1 ac e; 
j 'upon and ·secured at once., will, ii 
i~·iny opinion, bring R;reater rewar~ 
,, .t0"' our people and especially to tf 
Lfr;~hol~ers in the vici~ity of ~· 
~i:.l!trice th~n anything that has ~ 
~··~been suggested. • 
r_,.'.".'I .. hav~ riot the time nor sp~ 
f>·here to mention . all the detai._ 
t:1.··eading up to this proposition, b~ 
i~.)V~ll sta.te · that durinR; the pa. 
r~"summe.r Mr. A. J. Butler of th1 
e~i~~ty . and myself s_ecured th~ ser~ 
"..;?vjefes .of an .old .mmer and 011 ex~ 
~~~~t · of . Boul~er, Colo., and thor'.t 
iioughly · prospected . the cou~try 
~i·:~.round Beatrice for several miles. 
'. ~:He . · expressed himself as being 
t rth~rou~hly satisfied with the pr?S· 

pe~ts for both oil ·and gas, and ~id 
thAt . ·he · would ·at once bring the 
~iltter to the attention of the ca:i
ftalists · with · whom he was then 
~~g~ged. . . 
>;He did so with the result that" 
:w'e now have ·a proposition from 
::them . ·to furnish all the money · 
~ceded to develop this field if '~e 
~ill secure leases Qn the land m 
: the vicinity of this city, sp that 
; they may have sufficient terfitory · 
:·and control of the field, ~n case 
'.. they find valuable products to jus
t tify t.ho expenditure of such sums 
·- as they think may be necessary to 
1
·' develop a new field like this. .At 
~~the· same time they offer the farm
l'er or owner of th~ land a p:ood ' 
~~f~·yalty free of all expense to him, 
<~nd ask nothing unreaso~able, as 

they do not ask one cent from any 
. person, but on the contrary offer 
the owners of the land one-tenth 
part of everything produced of 
value, free of any cost to him 
whatever. As a precautionary 
measure I shall 'take the lease in 
my:own name to be beld by mo 
until they have . their machinery 
on the ground . 

.. Tbey h~ve written us tbat they 
will be ready to begin operatigns 
as soon as we secure the !Pases, or 

~- at least not later than early spring. 
Now Jet us get busy. The papers 

·of this city have had something to 
say in regard to this matter !ind 

: have wisely ur:ged. us to do some-
1 thing, and we are now read.v to 

1
, take·tbe leases, a copy of whicb 

:, may be seen at any of the banks in 
: this city. Now, if tbe farmers will 

i I ·.> Call in ~tone ·of the banks When in 
)"':.· to~n I and execute . tbese leases, it 
;).~·~ill expepite this matter and save I 
:,·"': considerable trouble and expense; ' 
¥~~:~·~~·~as 'they will receive .more di
;·,,,.; rect" benefit if . we are successful 
;~·::ztba~ any on.e else, !trust that .they 
,,i ·'''-' " • .. 

~ ~;wil~':!end~r all the ass1stanc~ P.?s-
r,,'.'i, sible"· ··· -· ., ·· '. · • · -· ' · 
, • '~+i • , • ·.l,.' I . : , 

:.•\:.·.: "· When we 'consider :what oil and 
~=w·~as· .have pon~ for , other ·!~ca!'i.ties 
~:.'f\~here.· t.he need of . them , w.~~ n9th.
?.i~fiD2 ·nearly s.o great ·as it is· !Jei:e, 
...'::> . i;: .. t • "" "• • ~ • • • • • .• ,. ~ 

r~~~x~n.~~~~~in._e.'_\.'l'?.at · tb~y · :WQU.ld. 
~.~do·:f?,r y~Ll! fo~~~lO I p~~lflg ·9U~I!.: 
f~~~!.J!,~--~ ~'A ~~ri.~l 1~~~·:~~~~)s :c~r~m.~ 
tf.'.;_;l,*/w.o~~~g.;.<>~~ ~1pte~ . e~o.rt. '. ,:;_ :;·. · .. 
~~\ ,:,.r.:et'·us gef.· busy. ·· ·. · ,,~ 
w.~~:.~·.i •4 ·J;; ·. ... j 
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NE\~:~tt::d~ -.AND ELECTDIC 
iii.ANT POR BE.A TRICE 

I ' : 

Locnl Cnpitnlists Pinn to lnstnll New Li~ht
. ins Plzint-- SeeK Right to Use St~eets 

Pro~ City Covncil---Will Menn 
· fxpenditure of Large Svms. 

Last evening at the regula.r 
mooting of the city council the ap
plication for frauchise from tho A. 
S. Maxwell Gas and Electric com
pany was read. 

The co.m.gany 'is for~eq by A ·s.: 
Maxwell and other influential par
ties in this city, and will manufac
ture a.p.d sell gas· o.nd el~tricity in 
this city under a twenty-year 
franchise. - ·:.-.· · 

·.'.rhe proposed franchise -p~·ovides 
for the erection of a large gas mu.n
-ufactory in a centrally located part 

: of the ~ity and will be in . connec
tion ·With ~ large electric light and 
p~wer plant w~ich will also be 
erected. The company will fur
nish light, heat a.ud power at lower 
rates than e:ver pe"fore offered in 
this city. a.nq. .Will: be oontrolled by 
local ca.pita.l. · ' · 

Mr. Maxwell said that the co~
trolling interest would . be hold by 
lo~l people, and preferred, if 
possible, to sell all the stock lo· ca.Iii. . , . . . . 

If the franchise is aec~~ed work 
will be started immediately .c'a~d 

.. aix~n J!liles of gas pip.~ w~U be 
laid. A large gas holder, ·with a. 
capacity of 100,000 . cubic feet, .65 
feet in dia.met~r and 45 · feet ·high, · 
will be installed. · · ~ · ' 

· - · referred back tO application was 
the council and mayor. from .tho 
committee and a apeci.al . meeting 
was called for Friday whei:rth'e re-
monstrance will be hen.rd. . · 

The druggists permitS : of )J W 
Buswell, TI L Harper and Jackson 
& Co., were pa.seed on a.ud granted. 

The ~trect committee reported 
tha.t they h.W. found the tile bridge 
·near the corner of Tenth aud ~oo.ne 
streets to be too small to carry the 
large amount of water tha.t would · 
pa.ea through it after ~ r·ain ~nd 
recommended that a bridge e1gli
:teen feet wide and four feet long be 
built. So ordered. 

'.rhe ·committee reported unfovor· 
ably 0~ the matter of constructing 
a.· new bridge between Twen~y-

. fourth and Twenty-fifth streets on : 
'Market. They stated that they \ 
ha<! yiaited .the place and found \ 
that it would be too grea.t an ex- · 
. ·pe~diture-for the city a.a it wa...q \ 

.~ed mostly by one family. St~eet I 

Commissioner Stewart advised 
'against it and 80 ~he report of the 
-commiti!OO was accepted. 

. . . ROAD DRAGGING. I 

Bµilding opera.tio~a will · _be 1 ••• ~ 
ro.shed and it i~ expected to liave 

·street commissioner Ste\.\\o.rt WM I 

com,.plemented on hie use of the\ 
King road - drag, the committee 
finding that where it had been 
been used the. streets bad been lefb 
ha.rd and . smooth, ~nd that a.II 
holes had been fi.llOd np. Upon the complete plant .· iiieta.lled o.nd 

all pipe.la.id in nine months, or as 
sopn ~ w~nter· biiaineaa ·opens up. 

Jilr. Sage of the license commit· 
~ee stated that a remonetra.xice. had 
been filed against -the application 
of Louis· D, Ka.saerlan to operate a 
saloon on North Sixth street. The 

vote of the council it w.as recom
mended that Mr. Stewart let the 
good work go on. 

The bide for the construction of 
the sidewalks were opened and 
read. The bid of. Rutherford & 
Lee· was found to be the lowest 

and was up for pa.881\ge when _the 
questi011; of how thick the cement 
walks eh<_>.uld be, was raised. The 
bid did not state the thickness of 
those walks and it was thought 
beat to hold the bid over uutil tl~e 
next meeting aud !o1· the city at
torney to render hil\ decisiou at 
the next regulo.r mooting. 

R. A. Phelps, of South Bea.trice, 
stated that au overflow sewer pipC? 
from the hospital of Dr. Hcpper
len was apt to ca.use sick neaa and 
thought it was a. nuiea.nce a.nd 
asked the council to take stops to 
curb the overflow. M;r. Phelps 
said fhat the sewerage ilowocl on 
his property and ho ·waa afro.id 
contagion might result. Referred 
to police and health committee. 

.Anderson i:eported tJ.at bids lia<l 
been received for the painting of 
the city hall, and.that the bid of 
Moo.dy and Ufi.ecker was the lowe8t: 
The bid calla for the painting of 
the woodwork and all brick, .the 
latter to be the Milwaukee brick 
color~ McCa,11 objected to the coat 
although he.an.id the bid was low. 
enough, he thouglit the city hall 
w:a.a· not · worth painting, espoci
aUy> of the expensive _Milwaukee 
color, and thought that the regu
lation red brick.color would be the 
best. · . Other members of the coun
cil thought that a change in the 
outward appea.ra.nce of the city 
p~lding would be the beet a.ud on 
motion the report of tlie committee 
w.a.a a.~opted. 

THOSE ARO LIOU'I'S • 

' Anderson ·of the street ·lights 
committee recommended thl\ot , the 
city take steps 'toward the re-in
stating of the two electric a.re lights 
ueo.r the court house. Last winter 
the boa.rd. of supervisors took the 
matter into their own ho.nds a.ud 
ordered:the discontinuing o(the 
ligh~, much ' to the diacom(ort of 
the ,north-end residents. It was ' 
rin~lly ae<;ided that the street 
lighli8 committee accompanied by 
hhe mayor eho11ld a.pp• a.r before 
the :board and to try to impress on 
the co~o/ boa.rd that tho county 
owned th~ lights instead of the 
city. . 
--.The eight page typewritten re
port of Dr ... Lloyd· Davis, the water' 

-----------------~--
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expert on tho ciLy'::i w:\~~r 1;11pply, 
was read and placed on file ror 
some future time the council might 

;need the report in in iuvcstiga.ti11i; 
lour municipal supply. · The expert. 
wn.s in favor of tho filtering of t.lrn 
river water a.nd stated , that he 
would conduct tho preliminary 
work for $1,000 a month. '!'he 
mayor . thought this ' a little too 
steep and had written the e:x;pert 
to come down to his price. D1'. · 
Davis. answered in reply that ho I 
would do the work ·for $25 11a. day ! 
and so' prove to tho city that the 
filtering of .tho Blue River wa.s 
possible. 

M M Horney, representing tho 
carryall men, stated that ho he.'\rd 
somo \Vymore parties intended to · 
co;ne to. this city and take out a. · 
license for _ .ca.rryall work <luring 
Chautauqua. Mr. Horney did not 
think that the · TIM.trice ca.rry1.Ll~ 

men should have to ·put up h~~i.vy 
competition on Sunday when they 
do the en tirn work · during the 
week.- He said that ·neatrice 
carryall men ~were all property , 
owners and ta.JC· payers and thought 
that their rights should . be pro- . 
~cted. City A.ttorney Davis sa~d i 
he had bcon approached by the 
ca.rryatl men, who wanted au ordi
nance drafted to provide for tho 
issuance or high licenses to outside 
parties, and to. p:otect the homo 
ha.ckmon. On motion the. n;i,n.tter 
was la.id over until tl,1~ ,next meet-· 
ing in the l.iauds of the city at
torney. 

'.rhe ordiiia.nce to a.mend· soctio1i 
41 ordinance 7G, to provide for tho 
extension of tlic city'1::1 cement · 
sidewalk area south of Market 
street south or the river, was roo<l 
firs,t time. 

'.l'Q llAlt \\"001:1 !iN 1Y A 1.1\H, 

The or<l.ina.nce proviUos for tho 
building of all sidewalks or stoue, 
cemeut, brick 01· othm· ha.rd i;ub
stauce to ta.kc.the pla.co of wood. 
'!'his only applies whon n 1ie~v side
walk is being coustructotl or i·o- i 

pa.iI·ed. Also, all ua.ngorous sidc
walk s must bo liom np.a.nd i11 place 
ha.rd substance must be ui;od. 

B D Harkrader objected to tho 
building of terraces on East Court 
street, near his place. He thought 
these a.dormants ma.de his pla.co . 
look unsightly, and thereby, mad~ I 
the surrounding p1·opcrties less 
valuable. The matter of terracing 
w~ brought up by Fred Cook," who 
petitioned the council a month ago 
tolbnild & terrace in the \ front or 
his property on Court stroot 
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An ordina.nco regula.t.ing electric 
light companies, fixing tlic cpiality 
of :tha.t comruo<lity, crea.ting the 
office of electric inspector, naming 
tho water commissioner ox-oni.cio, 
and regulatin·g tho ·set1-ing of i:nlcs, 
was rea.cl la.'3t eveui ng at i-.hc spe
cial meeting of the ciLy council. 
The inspector sba.Jl Juve trnpei·
vision of phe Rt1 inging of wires and . 
ho shall sco tba.t tlrn proper pre-! 

- c:i.utions are ta.ken to prevent 1irn : 
or tho Joss of lifo. 'l'lrn ordinance 
also pr~vides for pmmlt.ies if the 
current· is not up to flll<tlity. 

Another ord inauco wa.s intro
d need . regulating gas. 'l'hiH is 
n.bottt the s.1.mo as tho·clectric onF
nance which also names the wa.tcr 
commissioner as ex-oflicio. Both 
or<lina.ncos were 1011g :md full of 
.. · "•nf! and were <liscm;sed 

the council. 
• n· ll.S present U.Ud Rf!l.tecl 

_...,~ tibe council should go slow on 
the ma.tter of ma.king tho orcli · 
nances a city law. He stated that 
they were ol~bora.te7 ~~ch as a.1:e 
seldom seen m the c1t1c.'3 of tlns 
size.· In speaking about tho ordi
nancos which would fix the rates 

· for ga.1(a.nµ. electricity, Mr. Rinakcr 
· st:i.ted that those two compa.nies 

. now .operating in this city were 
. manufacturing ~these commodities 

at the lowest po::isi°l)lo ra.to, con
sidera.l>}y lower tba.u is now being 
charged in Omah:i.. Also tb:it the 
electric. company was constantly 
improving its sorvico,· in tliis city 
a.nd ho was of tho opinion t.lmt the 
council shoul<l a.ct Hlowly in HO 
vita.I- a. matter. 

The ordina.neo 1)rovi<ling- for the 
prico oI ga.8 sot tho price of tl1il> 
corµmo4ity a.t first ono thomm.ud 
feet . at $1,25, · moro than tlia.t 
'amount at $1.00. Tl1iH ordioanco , 
wa.s ad1Lptod fro11! tho one now · in ! 
force in Lincoln. 

H H I lilih i-;ta.t;ed that he lookc<1
1 

at tbo fixing of ga.s pricos <LB n. ta.x 
pa.yer, anu f!a.itl that ho wn.s with ; 
th<1 ponplo in logiPbLi ng for low~r j 
pri r;().';, At t.he s:i1110 ti 1110 hn Hai<l : / 

\ th:~I; if !, lw. prico w:~H llxecl hy th 
\ co11116l !;o lie lowor tlia.n tho com 
' p:rniCM could rnauufacturo the corn 
modiLy, it would be detri111cuta. 
to the city instc:id of boLtering it. 
llo sa.icJ tha.t the hi~h price of con. 
shou 1d u lrn be t.i-keu ·into considor
~•tion and 1;hat every mC'mbcr of tli~ 

I cdune\1 should nu<lershu~ {;l~or
ou;lily what they wc1:0 go111~ mtu 
I bdo1·e p:i.s:-;ing tho bill. 
j On motion the ma.ttor wa.~ re · 
fcrrcd to the light commlf;l;eo, 
Council m:m A.udernon chai rmu.n. 
'rhis committee will in vcatign.to 
tho mn.LLcr <1-ml roport to tho comt· 
ciL . 

Conuci!mau Milburn st:i.tod _that , 
tho que3tion of l!,ra.ding nc•r the : 
Congrcg;itional clrnrcll was a seri
ous m;~ttcr and a.skcd th:i.t the 
council grant the street committee 
the servicc::i or City Engineer l'e· 
tboud for an expert opinion on tho j 
ma.ttor. Eighth street between 
botwccu frigh a.ncl Gr:i.nt wilrhavc 
to be filled up. 'l'llis will mako 
t.hc lots c~nsidcrably lower tlta.n 1 

I tho st.rcet n.ncl will catch a.11 tlrn j 
suri:tco w:i.tor. In order to climi

Li:itc thii; i;ho pi oporty owners will 
I proh:~t>ly bo cxpcctotl to gra.dc up 
I to tho level. On moti?n City En- i 
I giuocr Pcthoud was rnstructocl to 
! :l.irl foo commlttee on tho ma.ttor. 
\ A resolution for t~10 constrnction 
! of a sanitary sower m blocks SO a.ncJ 
! 81 from Ninth to Eleventh streets 
I in the :.:.lloy between Market ·a.ncl 

I 
J3oll strcoli31 jWU.S rca.<l. 'l'his iB ::i. 

well populated p:i.rt of tho ~ity imd 
ou motion tho re.'iolut1011 wa.'3 I adopted anil tho city engineer waH 

1 instructed to propa.rc :i. pl:lot irnd 
I l' ! pro.Ii lt.} or the proposed oowm· ( 18-

I· \/"D"'-l..!:::. 
\' . 
::J\ r ~ c:. 1.£, 

: l:l'icL.9 and 1.111 cil._y a.t.lo011H1y wn.s in-
1 ::;tn1ct.c<1 l;o CJ'n;Ll,11 l,hn now sowor 
I <liskict. .Motion carried. 
I 'J'bo licern10 committee roporte(1 
! a.ml recornmo11<fo<l th:i.t they di<l 
1 not t;hin k it ad visahl1J to ch:i.ngo the 
1 
ordinance regulating tho ca.rryn.11 

: l icm1sc. Some of Lhoso I icomms 
' have ako:1.dv bc"n paid a111l it wa.s 
thought, eh;rnld l .h~i ordinanco be 

chaogod il;wo\lid conllict. 'l'ho re· 
port was ;.H.lopt:ou, all Yotiug iu the 
ailimu.tive except ;fackso11. 

In regard to tlrn payment of 
$ 1,G2U.OO _for _the_ coustl'Uct!ou 0(

1

, 
. tho sower m c1rntrictNo. p it w:ts 
foynd that tho f:iewer was all fin
ished with the oxception of tho 
painting of n. few iron milingR and 
j Lho lovcli11~ of n. rr:·~11h.olc. City 

I ~ng-iucer 1)othouu, however, rc-1 
fnac<l to n.cccpt tl10 sower a:J finiRhed 
! uutil this Rnui.11 item of · work wa.~ 
! finished. h'his action couseqncntly 
I held o!I the p:.ymcnt Gf tho monoy I 
to the contractor, Mr. n c Oard- I 

ner. Mr. Ga.rdner wa.s pres~ut and I 
explained 1;he sit11ation to the conn
c.il bnt a ~lcphono c<1oll to tho city 
onginecr did not holp ma.tLerH. Af
ter a. fifteen minute discussion tho 
tclophono rang a.gain a C:Lll for tho 
city cni;inccr. He stn.tod tha.t ho 

1 was willini; to accopt tho sower and 
a.<lvised a pa.rtial pa.ymout on same. 

r 'l'ltis w:i.S thought to l>o a. good i<le<L 
j but just as tho motion was rea.dy , 
c to bo put City ·Attorney Davis · 
I · Stated tha.t it WOUlcl bO 3.U illegal 
~ 
'" proceedi11g and ::s.uvii;c<l tho council 
s to wn.it until <L writt,on reporb of 
9 n.ccoptanco.9 was r~coi ved .from 
_, rothontl. Tto ma.tto1: was' finally 

disposed of by the council a.grooing 
to sit in special session '1.'lrnrscl:l.y_ 
morning a.n<l tho claim be a.llowcc1, 
provicliug ;tho J:lC~<'~9B<~ry report hi 
filed. 

City Enghrnor J>ctho11 cl roportc<l . 
) tb::s.t tho s:i.uit.,'l.ry Bowor . in IJlod~ 

2/j wa.s working Hmootbly n.ncl re . -
0111moodccl that tho 10 per ceut 

0 hol<l b:i.ck, a.mo11nti11;; f·o $~2.f>O l>e 
_ paid to tho conkactorB, Bn.rkbnrst 

an<l Ileckatlwrn. Mol.i.on .pr.o-_ 1 
, va.ile<l. 
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: · A coi;nmnni~tion fro pi Q. B,a.ker 

.I'·~ ·• ' I • • • 

wa.s read eta.ting that the exell).pt 
l_ • ~ • • • ,,, • ~ • • • • • 

fi.rema.n certifica.tion.s .of himseir 
and:YH .. Myerii ·ha.a. been deat~·oyed 
in':'.> ~the ~ .bnrnrng · of the · Ma.soni1 
·Temple and ~a.sked that duplicil.te 
~~x:~~~~~e granted.:- .. an. moti~if ·. 
~h'a:.::prayer .. ~ ·.of .·. the petition was . . . I 
,g~n~.f! .. ".,"' " .. '"·· 7 · ·r· . ··. ~ ! 

\_~ Stree~ ~ COmmiasioner '. .Peter s~e-:-
~~rt egi.gd tQ_j;he co_uricil th8\t ;a.a 
his horse a.nd buggy "'l\'.~~e . us~d ~y 
the 'membet~ oftlie" street ~ ~ommit; ,., n~ ,._ .. 1 ; 1 ,. . .: .:. rv ·.· 1 • • • , • ,., 

),~;fd:;a.;.~~rg~· ~~-~~-~ .. : ~~~ - p~rf9r; 
:P.i,~~.oOh~it offi.01a.l.dnt1es, a.sk,64 
that:he.be..allowed the -ewn! of $

1
10 

'per mqp.th for the k~eping' of ~~ 
~l>.Ol'Jle ·t. from r ~May to Septem~r~ 
:-:-th~o~piioQ,_~. 9j ~-j.he council w~ 
tha.t a.si it wo.uld be an expense to 
,-·· J1 ." -'\ .. -

!'.~~e:ey to hir,~· con veya.nues . tpr, 
t'lle committeJ it would ·be a. les~ 
'.~~~~~~.!}_-·,t-O;-)?a.y ML· Stewa.r~ ~~~ 
~a.moli"nt~prayed for in the petit1_0~ ~ 

j !iti:~q.-~~-; \ '! ) ~-" ,:.. :.: :> l . : . ~ j 
7~ ! :Gonncilma.tl : iMi~b urn ·st·a.t~d 1th.!"~ 

~
o:m&\:iy repairs ;would··I?e· ma.de b,y 

:~£~!.~!!(ir~;~ 
slrr.ticted"tb' 6tder··' a.U.citlief"'"da.r ·o'f 
pa\ti'iig btick'.! .. ·eo .-·o~·a&ea..---_:: · , ; 
,i:l·io • -·~t-iilf~ '88\:~a::.'. ·~~~~ion ·t9 -. .. ,, .. ,.? ... ·.,. .,,_ -·· ·: .... . P . . 
~~~-~-~~t.: ; irpn_., . sqed . . m · tho 

t rea.r . .ot·b.i$ ... premises• .. a,t.; :No. 3~:+ 
~ .OQµ_rp '·:13treet. . ·A.a ~he p.rop~~~ 
batld"ingi.would .. b.e iri ~he Jir"e li~its 

. ortliemty-"t}le"'matter. was referr~ 
o-theiire-aird-wa.ter· ·committee". i 

D Hoover ·a.ga.in ca.me .before th~ 
'oouncifwltli ~:the petition ·. asking 
tha.t j. '~U.~ei:.t be. built ;near ~Tw.en ~ 
ty·fiftii ~a.ncf" Ma.rkJ;t ' .sti:;ets .. : A .. 
-petition~ for j;h~ ·: e~e -b.ridge ·WBI;' 
·:b:~i~~h~fbefo~~ the c:-ouncil_~ mont~ 
~go::.Ancl refer.r.ed-to ' the -street com
l·mittee. The committee reported 
against the improvement a.nd th~ 
~a~ter dt'?pped~ T~~ new peti'
tfon0 ~ · -however ._.:. was signed. by , . . ' . 
•wenty · residents· .. of · that sectio~ 
a.nd'-8. niotion ·was ma.de . to a.gain 
refer it t-0 the street committee. . , · ... -- ~ . . . , . 
TO- :thiB~ •a.ett0n · the- · comm1tte~ .. . 

- ' . r' 
ki~~-eq, .f!,~a.tll!g tha.~ _th~y 1?-ad ren· · 
aered. a~ decisfon on the ma. ttel 



. ' 

~!!,~ .. ~~'~in.~ ~~at .fur~her iuvesti- 'l'he report of Water- Comnfis-
·gatiqns w.onld only incur an added sioner J R C Field f9r the .fiscal 
-~~i?k~~~ ~ ·-~P.~ :9ity .... ~·~The motion: year .e~di,ng . A~ril 30 ·.was . 1:ea.d. 
'!Y'P'8 a.~~~~ to_ ,Pia.ce ~he commrr- •!l ' he-t0t8.1 receip' for 'tlie year\ve1·e
nication on file. Carried. ·$7,~~.!: ??..::-. ~!E.~ditu_:ea $6z 719.86. 

City Clerk Avey reported to the -~~P.l!i~_9.!>.__the __ wa~LY..2f!~ 
coun¢1 that the' payment of the a.mounted~ $343. 78. The report 
w.~rtant oin2~~~ . )V~tQr '.Expert sta.ted- tlul.t ·the·b·~rafi:l-w~lreillg 
·12a.~ ha.a· be~~-~lled to _question t ~ken of the machinery and tools 
·nd· that -:-the '-pa.ynl.Qu.t had been at the ~ater :wor~ a.y.d wmmended 

stopped by an appeal to the ~is- the engfoeer ~~! ' liis · thoronghue'38 
rict court a.g-8.lllsttlle -paymen of in th~ : ~~~1:t: : . ' f'~e .. !op~i:_t ·.was 

ifa:me~Oii ·m.otfo·u-tnat -iep°<)rfwa~ a ·lopted and placed on file. ' 
_pJ11oced.~9p.jj.l~~he...Jl.Otice...or .~p~ 1 

• Chaii:ma.Q. ?i.filbm.i;i of . . t.l\e .: stteet 
peal b~ Atttorney ·Ji!:.. . O . .. ,Kret-: : · ~ommitte:e reported . on the side
s~ng~rCtO~the 'a.ist.fict. -court...Of the wa.lks-tha.t 1 .had;, been oondemned 
p~ni~kri)cih@_ . $l2§ .. w~rr.ant to : over the. city and recommended 
Ei<p.,t-D~vie ·was ~ead. -· The·m•l-

0 

I that the ' ·ciij " fuk.. 'et6p6-io ' ,.;_ 
.~f.rW.~.~9-.!:l~ - ~t . ~p;u~ J~nith p !i.ir a_nd bt;iild .these walks. :i;teport 
~nd. it W!'fl. finally decided . to · • a.1opt·ed: · · .:'....:' '. · :: · -' · · ; 
'L:\.>: ... ... . ;.: • .,. . ...-~ · . . :. ,. .. - .. ~' . 

~--------. -- ·-:- . .. • . A fe.w 9f,t~e _r.eaident.a fa .. block 
strnct City.Attor~e~ M . n. ·D~v'B 1·st and 82 ·wei:e" preooi.J:t: B.iici ·aaked I ·. ' ... : . · . .. : . · .. :. '. 
~. a?J?.~~ .. m.:· . ~~e : .,1~~:~ts .~!J~6 , tha..t tJ:ie ... 09.~~cW;:·~~ ~ed.iate 1 read. 'I~1s a.c~.on .. lB M·ken in bp~ 
"\\'."&I'!~nt; . · 1. . • . • . • , , ~ . :i ; ! ! antion o_n the matter 'of extending l ha.If of the Bear,1ce carryall metj,:: 
.. A pe~ition. wa.s read. from, "tlJie : the . pro~os¢ : ; ;sani~i:y (!t'werf wbo b~v~ to put up wlth ol!-~ide 
mem~ers. of · the · ·B~pt~t · · ch~i·cp. ·! thro.ugh t~t terrttory. Mayor I ?J~petit1on during this sea.son au~· 
s.tia.tirig .that" when:· ~?:e .·.~~~!?.~ .~~s, Su_ul_Lz ata.ted. that lie; .. ,~•a.a ; of.~~h~f'u.:. 1~ .~~~U£?.ht;;tha.fr. ~: ·. ·Ia.r~~ ~. li~ensp: ; 
moved ~ ;the new . locatiop. ,. QQ::t.h;e, opm10n tbat th~ .. construction ofl.~·~~ . r,~\l ~fi.~ to .. ke.~p 'o.~t.a~~era out. 
ao~thwest corner.-0f Sixth ··a.nd .. ~l~ · ~ew sewer& $8 amove'm ;fl:ie rlght 'r·oq~P. ~~tti96 .~qa~·~: ... ;::: .'.:;'.; , .. 
s~ea~, · th~ .. "fi?we~ "". :\V~~u~~ :P,#~~9tr direction, bJ;?-~ ~.Q ; ~PRQ~1 W8oi':I: ~ke~ ' ''.' Th~ :prop~sitiau. from .the. .oouqtfi. 
tw<;> feet _over t"'1~ .cit_y p.a.r1>.ii:Jg .. iw!l .. on the matter~ · ·'''"'~ - '- •' · ''" ~ ~~~~~· of · • aa~ervi~ora ' · to" · Pl.ai?"ttaih. 
~k~ -~ermiaaion .to · us~ this .Pl!ir~~ .A:n-0r~a.noE\-m~kfug--the-licenae ,·<?~~ : ~f,;~~~'. .!.i~'ti.~fi.ib' ·~~? fi?.J#-t. ' ~~·~~~' 
i~g ~D:t~ oth~~ c~~~ :w~~~ i:n:~~:; ~~~ f;o outside.cw:;ryaU,,men.durjng .P.ro;idwg the. c1ty;.w.0Ulu. ·,WJtintaill;, 
.The ~ayo:r.- ~~011ghP th~ · ·~.e,.o~ : ~~· the Chautauqua sea.son $25 was~~e ·~~~~~~~ .. ~~~i'. ·~~?· 'COf~~t.~ J 
.Parking woul~ ~e .a.ga.ins.t wbat.thr ~·~WP.~~.~L9.~ ~H~Y ~H~\~~~i??,s~~~~r: / 
conncµ. ·ha.s ·been · wor~g ~in~tJJ P6 .n~t . . ·~p~ . . .,.T..Qe .re_ppr~1 : w.J\8 
a.µ ~n~r: <' :'J;'h"e. ~~a~~9r~~eµ~. i\n't acoopted a.Iid•p}.a.ced on 1 fil~ •and· tb~ ·1 
to a. ~ote decid~ in .. favor .. of . . ~e ,~p.1·? .f.~u~~ ~ : a~l:"i~' ~h'~A¥r¥ >' 1 · 
Bap~t.a, _bn~ the D?-a.yQr.reservep. ., , ~~~ .w,p:-1g of, JI. .C. G.:~q,q.e.r, ,;t.b,e ~ 
~h:~: rigM to·.vef;9 ~t ·~ Jie.' tti9~9t i~ cont~~~r· '.·~h·? . i~ ~~nstr~ct· ~'e

1

' 
.against the .ordinance of .the.city •. ! . ~~~ .. ~~~~:p:1 sew.~~:~~~~.·' lf ;<)'.: P,. 
"·· A druggist'e · · permi~ was ieaued. ~~~.P.~00 .~n~ .~b.0.,. ~~yo,~ .~P 
to . w,. B. ·. ;w.~~!~ ·~nq. . ~e. ~Pi?H9a'- ·mt~ .cler~: i.nstructed to.:: enter ,inti<> 
tion of C. F~ . ShaJier .. was.. re!errea ·C?n~r~t· wit~'Mr: ·-Ga.r.dner for' the 
t.O . the-' appli~nts .~ . · ~~e ': lqt ~p.'r!~~p:c_t~?P."<i_q~~.~pr.~: ~. ·.:.':::!·'.:'.: i ·, 
arid ·bloi:k·numoer'h&d .. ri.ot b'oon"fu- : ::'r~~ i~Uls Q.t -4!· .. 1 .T",.: .f.e.thim!IJor 
.Ciii~ed." ~ ·;th~ :appiiCa."tio~'. ·:: .. : ·~: i . $~~ ·fo; ·work :on· 'sewer .~istrictr No.· 
: I :A:· petition! from :·efght '_ ~k~~* ti ~ atl~ lor "$25! for ·:work on-.;,:~~~er : 
a;n~' .dr&y·<1'*iie1:i( ".t6.ii.~end ·~h~ha.~k: .~~~r!ct_, ~~.: ~~.~.~~~~~ C;_?ta.l of $58 

'.~~,:(qn;.i.'q~@&i>.ee". .0£ .tii0·:·ajty):>I :wwi l r<Ml ,WJ.d! ~ wauM.ts£1>f~er 1
• 

re;Pe~!in~ th~ :;p.~ovisi?n ~eq~fring ~ : ~~~ry. :f~~l!J'.~e;.: .;;; , :.i:~ · i·:·J·:;,: .• 'N r 
~ee t.O . ~ ' pa.Id .. for : hcen~1 .• · or· by T~~ ~.~~~~~ ~.aJ ... ~ ... ~~P.,~~" '° . meet 
·m&.ki.iig.'iiiicli· fee a· riomiDa1 ' sui;i~ . ~.~x~ .... ~~1di:.:r.· . ev~n/~~ ... ~~ : ... ~l?~oi~J 
wa.s rea.Cl. .. Referred to license com.'··1 session.for .. t~~ ... oonaiderlllg . .oLth,e 
·mHt.AA. , . . . •· ·' . . , .. ·• ·!. " .. • .. '. . : terra.~e- ·a.n~ s1d~wa.lk · .ordinances, 1 

,AdJOU'tiied; ··. · ·'·'·: · •: . .. .. 1.-.i: .. , 
·· ·· · ' • . . . . . . . •J:. ,' : · • ..•• ; . , ~ 1 11, •• :;! 

! )\a.,., C( I ;C;o ~ 
J) (~ <.L-1 t; .. f {J·l., ~ .) 



EATON GETS FRANCHISE 

City Council in Open Session Passes 
Amended Gas Franchise Without 

a Bond of Any Kind. 

From Sundays Daily Sun. 

The city council met in special 
seRSion last evening and after a 
lively d.iscussion by lawyers of 
both sides granted a gas franchise 
to Charles Eaton. The ordinance 
passed last evening is similar to 
the o.ne previously proposed with 
the exception of the requirement 
for a bond. Neither an indemnity 
nor forfeiture bond is required of 
the grantee. 

All members of the council were 
present and Mayor Shultz presid
ed. The clerk read the call for 
the meeting. , 

The ordinance granting the 
'.franchise to Charles Eaton was 
read. McColl remarked that ·be 

.. bad understood that the franchise 
was to have a requirement for a · 
bond. Milburn also said that that 
was bis understanding of the mat
ter. On motion of Harper the or
dinance was placed upon its sec
ond reading and final passage. 

Judge HazlAtt who was present 
stuted that he had come to the 
meetin~ as a tax-payer and not as 
the representative of any corpora
tion or client. He protested 
against the granting of the fran
chise unle&q an indemnity bond be 
exacted, which would relieve the 
city of liability in case of damage 
to any person or property. He I 
pointed out that the streets could 
be opened up under the franchise 
and that unless a. bond were ex
acted, an injured party could not 
get relief frow the gas company. 

· He declared that if Mr. Eaton 
meant business he would be wil
ling to give a bond for at least 
five thousand dollars. 

Mr. Rinaker stated that he and 
· Mr. Bibb were present merely as 
tax-payers and citizen. He stated 
that tbere was no precedent for 
requiring. a bond in connection 
with the granting of a franchise 
for any public service corporation 
The franchise is very favorable to ' 

the city. The property of the , . 
.company will be here as a pledge 
for the faithful ·performance by 
the company of the terms of the 
iranchise. 

Mr. Bibb declared an opportun
ity is at hand for the city to have 
considerable money · expended 
here. Gas will be cheaper and the 
city will be benefitted in many 
w'!lys. It would not be good 
policy for the council to impose 
unnecessary, extraordinary, and 
vexatious requirements upon the 
gas company which would tend t.o 
embarrass and hinder the work 
calfod for by the franchise. 

Judge Hazlett read the bond 
clause fro.m the first ordinance and, 
demanded to know why such se
curity was less necessary now than 
it was a few weeks ago. 
· Councilmen Parker and McCol 

stated that they had understoo~ 

that a bond should be asked and 
given.i 

Judge Davie ~aid that a forfeit
ure bond could not be. secured, but 
an indemnity b9nd would be of 
some value to the city. 
. Young Mr. Eaton stated that 

his people were willing ~ come 
here if they are convinced ·that 

·the people are enthusiastic :for 
their com1ng. They cannot come . 
to inve~t their money where there ' 
is an atmospb~re ot hostility. He 
wished to get the council's ultima-
tum at bnce. · 

On the roll call all · the members I 
voted in favor · of the ordinance 
granting the franchise and it wa~ 
carried. 



NEW GAS CO. WELL RECEIVED 
' During the past two days repre

sentatives of the new gas company 
have been making a canvass of the 
city. Their object in doing this, 
they state, is to discover where 
customers wish to use their pro
duct a~ once, so they may lay their 
mains through those sections of 
the city immediately. 

That the people a're glad to es
cape from the ·bondage of costly 
fuel and that they welcome the in
coming enterprise is evidenced bs 
the fact that already several hun
dred consume~s have made appli
cation for gas. 

The fact tb~t gas of the finest 
quality can be obtained, which, 
taking . · it the year around, is 
cheaper ,and vastly more conven
ient fQr a range or small heater 
than coal, oil, or the dangerous 

.. gasoline, and which is the mo::it 
inexpensive lighting to be hail, .as
sures for the new company a place 
in nearly every home in Beatrice. 

{)c;r I? i iqol, 

~~~µ 



TO IMPROVE GAS PLANT 
The Eaton Gas ' company is so

liciting contracts· to furnish gas to 
Beatrice consumers. The price 
stipulated in these contracts is 
$1.25 per thousand or the maxi
mum permitted by the Eaton 
franchise. When the Eaton people 
commenced agitation for their 
proposition they asserted that gas 
could profitably be furnished for 
85 cents per thousand. The bond
holders of the old company were 
planning much needed improve
ments in their facilities at that 
time. 

As the Eaton campaign for a 
franchise progressed the bond
holders of the old company contin
ued their wprk of getting. their 
plant into shape to tandle all the 
business they 'could· get. It was 
their understanding that the new 
company, if it secured a franchise, 
would ~fier gas for the price they I 
quoted to the. commercial club, 85 ) 
cents. 

In the face of this promise of 
very cheap gas, the., City Gas com
pany has continued to make its 
improvements. Mr. Rei~en, man- . 
ager of the company,yesterday re
ceived a telegram stating that ma-· 
cbinery ordered some time ago had 
b~en shipped. I 



ARE AT .. WORK STILL ARRIVING THROWING DIRT 
GAS COMPANY STRI~G

ING MAINS. 

NEW OFFICE AT 114 NORTH FIFTH STREET 
I 

CONSTRUCT TOOL BOUSE 
AND CLEAR GROUNDS . . 

I 

I 

STEAM DITCHER IS NOT HERE YET I 
Work on Digging of Trenches, 

Laying of Pipes,· Etc., 
to Be Puehed. 

The Bea.trice Gas company have 
rented the rooms ' at 114 :!:. orth 
Fifth street, formerly occupied by 
Gra.ha.m'a hardware store, a.nd a. 
force of men wa.a put to work yes
terday getting ~e place in aha.pe I 

. · for occupancy. E. H . . North ha.a 
· · t4e contract for the carpenter work 

and Arnold ·.Bros. will furnish · and 
: install the office fixtures, which. a.re 
strictly modern and ap:-to·da.te. 

Both the basement a.nd first .fioor 
will be occupied by this company 
and they expect to ta.ke poB808Sion 
inside of twelve da.ya. · 

Work on the_ new ga.a pla.nt will 
begin immediately. The tool 
house has been constructed, the 
grounds oles.red a.nd everything is 
now in rea.dinese for the ma.sons to 
start the foundation. . 

. rhia afternoon tea.ms were string
ing eight and ten inch ma.ins a.long 
Court street. The steam ditcher 
has not yet ~rrived, but qufok: 
work will be ma.de of the laying of 
the ma.ins when it does. · 

Mr. Eaton informs TKE EXPRESS 
that the work of digging trenches, 
laying ma.ins, connecting house 
pipes a.nd constructing the three 
buildings for the pla.nt will be 
pushed at onoe. Tools and mate
rial a.re arriving ~a.ily a.nd every-

, thing points to a speedy comple
tion and operation of this ~ew gas 

. plant. 

G'ct ,-;?>, 1001p 

~~ itpu'Y) 
\ 

NEW GAS COMPANY RE
CEIVE MACHINERY. 

WORK TO . BEGIN SOON ON CISTERN 
f 

DIRT TO BE THROWN BY 
TUESDAY NEXT. 

OFFICE ABOUT READY FOR OCCUPANCY 

Mayor Signs Ordinance For-
merly V a._cating Front 

Street. 

The work on the new ga.e com-
pany's plant is being pushed M 

. rapidly as the force of men now 

"""I . 

I 
employed ca.n rush things a.long. , 

The stea.m hoisting apparatus 
and derrick used in the digging 'of 
a. cistern, ti.rrived this morning and 
ten men were at once placed to 
work ~loading a.nd . getting this 
machine in order. The manager 
expects to start throwing dirt by 
Tuesday morning. · 

The cistern will ·be twenty-four 
feet deep · and sixty-four and one· 
eighth i.)lches -in. diameter and will 
be built of concrete. 

The new office in the Ma.sonic 
Temple .building on INorth Fifth 
street is a.bout ready for the furni- · 
ture. With the signing. today by 

. the mayor of theordinancea.nd'ree·. 
olution pa.seed by the city 
council at its meeting la.st 
Tuesday night, 'all obstacles 

in the wa.y of a speedy completion 
of the new plant, a.re. removed . .. 

Just when the new .. company 
will be able to commence service to 

·our people ca.n not, · as yet . be 
stated, but Bea.trioia.ns may .be as· 
sured that neither pains nor expense 
will be spa.red to finish ihe plant. 
connect the service pipes and give 
them ·an up-to-date gas plant. 

WORK ON NEWGA~_PLANT 

BEGUN. 

WILL BE PUSHED FROM NOW ON 

WERE DELAYED CN SE
OURtNG LEASE. 

EVERYTHING IN SATISFACTORY . SHAPE 

Can Use Ma.ny Able Bodied 
Men in Oonstruction . 

Work. 
' Workmen began work on the 

new gas plant this morning. 
"!{or some time operations along 

this line have bei:in at a standstill, 
owing to the fact that there was a. 
hitch in securing the lease to the 
Bnrlington right ·of-way on · which 
the gas company's new buildings 
a.re to be erected. 

Yesterday the genera.I superin
tendent of the Burlington l!':rrived 
in the city and the nia.t.ter was ar
rang¢ satisfactory' to both the rail
road officials a.'nd the managers of 
the gas company. . 

The firms having the ~ntracts 
for er~ting the new buildings .were 
on the grounds this morri.ing and 
mapped ou~ their plans for begin-. 
uing their pa.rt of the work. Some 
changes have been ma.de fo the 
pla.ns as .first outlined. . . 

The Ja.ying of pipes will be,s,ta.r.t
ea just . as soon a.e the oth~r 4~ta.ds 
of the work can be taken care of. 
. Ten· men were put to work this 

morning, and the superintendent 
informs The Express tha.t h~ can 
use all of the able bodied men who 
apply to him for work ' fro.oi. now . 
on. • : · · ·· · 

The gentlemen at the bead. of 
the new company a.re in dead earn
est and. pr9mise to posh _tb,e w:ork 
to a speedy completion. . . . 



I 

!WHAT CAUSES THE DELAY 

: Eaton Gas Co. Should ':Get Busy"
Report that Local Capilalists Will 

Swing New Enterprise. 

The people of Beatrice were 
asked to grant a franchise to the 
Eaton Gas company under certain 
conditions, suggested by the pro
moters. The franchi se was voted, 
and the company did not accept it 
as tb~y agreed to before the time 
expired. 

Then the promoters went before 
the council again, and at a special 
meeting, called for the purpose 
submitted a new and modified 
plan, one containing less restric-

l
tions upon the company. 

This franchise was also granted, 
and a great bluff was made, men 
were advertised for, work was 
awarded, the streets have been ob
structed by pipes, but up to date 
no move bas been made towards 
erecting the :plant. Yesterday 
one . of the leading spirits of the 
enterprise took his departure a°:d 

1 it· has generally been talked that is 
if the new gas p.lant is erected, it 
will have to be done by a local 
compan1 and local capital. 

A representative of this paper 
triad to interview M. V. Nichols 
upon the matter, an·d was told b;y 
that gentleman that he w;is not ir 
a position to affirm or deny tht 
statement, but that be was goius 
tO consult a well-known finaJ,:1cier 
and would be' able to tell us.al 
about it within .an hour or so. 
· As. we heard nothirig more fro1 
Mr. Nichols, we c9nclude that t9 
rumors are well founded, and tb· 
the gentlemen who were so anxious 
to spend. $75,000- i._n :our city, are 
simply · looking for $75,000 to 
spend. · 

We trust that the gentlemen are 
acting ~n good faith, _and will pro
ceed with the · work; but in order 
to "restore confidence," they will 
have to get a move ott them. 

BE LOYAL TO BEATRICE 

The Oil and Ga~ Company Appeal to 
Our Citizens to Take Stock in 

" the Enterprise 
( . 

Since the visit to our city this 
week .of the Lincoln stockholders 
in the Beatrice Oil and Gas Co., 
and our people have had a chance 
to learn pf the character and 
standing of. · the gentlemen con
nected with this enterpris, I think 
there is no longer any doubt in 
the minds of sensible people as to 
the good intenfions· of this com
pany, and its· ability to complete 
the enterprise in which . it is en
gaged. Whether. we sµcceed in 
finding that' . for · whi°ch j;re· are 
drilling or· not, 'is yet· an· unk1i'own 
problem, but of one thin~ ·you may 
be assured, when we are satisfied 
in this matter,all others may be so, 
as we ~~e· prepar~d with" an . ~>Utfit ' 
to go 4,QOO fe.et if nec~ssary. . 

The stockholders themselves 
have pledged sufficient capital to 
com.plate the well, but at their 
meeting in . this city this week .it 
was decid~d t<? . ·oqer

1 

a .. sm,all . por
tion of the capital·stock for.sale to 
Beatrice people and to farmers 
adjacent Beatrice. ·•. . 

Their object in doing· so is two
fold. First. w·e :desire tµe c~oper
ation and. 2ood will of every per
son in this city and community, 
and know of no better' way of se
curing the sai:ne than by offering 
the~ an 'interest i~ this enterprise 
on the same basis on which we 
ourselves are organized. 

Second, these gentlemen know 
that if we ; meet . with . success in 
this enterprise it ; meani; a great : 
deaf to Beatrice 'and ·her people, 
and therefore they ought . to . be 
wiHing and . anxious to aid the 
same, and if . successful share in 
the profits, and if not, contribute 
a small amount ' of the ;loss while 
we .carry the prfocip

0

al ,burden. r . . . . - . 

We 'do ~ot expect, aqq ~n .f~qt 
do not desire large subscriptions 
from any· person, but we do t.hink 
that all loyal.Beatrice pe'ople, ·who 
are amply able to do so, sh

0

ould' 
subsc~ibe for ·a ". small" amo"unt of 

' I !•· 1 •1 °1": ·. '. tbis capital s~ck. 
The ·gentlen:ien . fr~m · Lincoln 

who were here had but a short 
time . at ·their disposa_l and could 
not visit all our 'husine~.s men .as 
they would like to .h.ave done, .but 
-called upon a few of them, nearly 
~u . of whom su~scribed fo.r a few. 
shar~s of the stock. 

Mr. Maupin ·and myself were 
authorized. to call upoi;i our people 
and solicit subscriptions .for. th,e 
capital stock on the basis _o~ ten 
cents per share. , We. partic~la_rly 
desire that the · owners · 9f . tbe 
lands on wl:ich we bold leases su~
·scribe for some . of the stock and 
take an interest with us. . 

, I 

w~ shall not · hari:ass anybody, 
but heteby offer all a chance to 
get in on the groun.d floor. Yours 
for a gusher, l , 

W. N. FAHLOW, . 
Secretary . . · 

.: ..... 
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FOR REGISTER OF DEEDS USE 

State of Nebraska, Qage County ss. En· 
tered In Numerical Index and filed for 

record the .4~ .... day of .~t;, .. , 1996 .•• 

at .4 ;~. o'ck>ck • :2 •... M.. and recorded In 

Book •. ~~. of .•.•. ~················· 
357 thru 360 ge ............................... . 

FEE: $23.00 Charge City of Beatrice & 

.................. .,. 

3225 
1/-tJ,T. 

.t .. 9'J~ ............ . 
Register of Deeds P.etum to Nebr. Title Co., Beatrice, Ne 68310 

WARRANTY DEED 

Peoples Natural Gas Cotnpany, a division of UtiliCoxp United Inc., a Delaware coxporation, 
(hereinafter referred to as •GMN'fORn, whether one or more), for and in consideration of the 
sum of Thirty-Nine Thousand Two Hundred DoJJars (S39,2CXl.OQ) (hereinafter referred to as 
the •PURCHASE PRICE") received from· the City of Beatrice, Nebraska, (hereinafter referred 
to as •GRANTEE"), does hereby cortv~y to GRANTEE the following tract of land in Gage 
County, Nebraska, together with accretions thereto, to-wit: 

SBB ATIACHED EXHIBIT .. A II 

WHEREAS, the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1974, as amended by the Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (the Stafford Act) in 1988, which identified the use of disaster 
relief funds under Section 404 for Huard Mitigation projects, including the acquisition and 
relocation of flood damaged property; and 

WHEREAS, the Hazard Mitigation and Relocation Assistance Act of 1993 (the Volkmer Bill) 
further expanded the use of funds under Section 404, to "BUY OUT" flood damaged property 
which was damaged during the Great Flood of 1993; and 

WHEREAS, Section 404 of the Act provides a process for a general purpose political · . 
subdivision to make application for funding to be used to purchase flood damaged buildings, 
demolish and remove the buildings, and convert the land use into perpetual open space; and 

WHEREAS, The Federal Emergency Management Agency provides the authority for a general 
purpose political subdivision to negotiate for the purchase of flood damaged real estate, and 
subsequent transfer to public ownership by the general purpose political subdivision or its 
agent, under certain conditions as specified in covenants and restrictions made part of the 
deed; 

S:\950255\STBNO\C17\WD.STD 
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NOW THEREFORE, GRANTOR, for and in consideration of the PURCHASE PRICE, the 
receipt and sufficiency whereof is hereby acknowledged, d0es grant, bargain and sell, convey 
and confirm unto the said GRANTEE and its assigns the above-described real estate. 

GRANTOR covenants with GRANTEE that GRANTOR: 

(1) is lawfully seised of such real estate, and that it is free from any encumbrances except 
easements and protective covenants, listed below, now of record; 

(2) has legal power and lawful authority to convey the same; and, 
(3) warrants and will defend GRANTEE'S title to the real estate against the lawful claims 

of all persons. 

The property herein acquired is for the use of GRANTEE and this conveyance is made upon 
the express conditions that: 

(1) The premises shall remain in public ownership; 
(2) The premises shall be used only for purposes consistent with sound land management 

and use, as that term is defined in Title 44, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 77, as it 
now appears or may hereafter be amended; 

(3) The premises shall be used only for open space purposes; 
(4) The premises may not be leased; 
(5) There shall not be erected on the premises any structures or other improvements, unless 

such structures (restrooms excepted) are open on all sides and are functionally related 
to open space use. 

(6) The premises shall not be eligible for any future disaster assistance, for any purpose, 
from any Federal agency. 

(7) Any breach or threatened breach of the above conditions may be enjoined upon 
application by the United States of America. In addition, the Director of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency or his successor shall have the option to repurchase 
the above described premises for the sum of One Dollar ($1.00), if the GRANTEE, its 
successors or assigns shall have failed to remove or correct any violation of the above 
conditions within thirty (30) days after the mailing of written notice thereof by said 
Director or his successor, to the GRANTEE, its successors or assigns. 

(8) No one shalll excavate below ground surface of the PROPERTY. 
(9) No water wells, for the purpose of drinking water or otherwise, shall be installed, used, 

maintained, or renewed on the PROPERTY. 

S:\950255\STBNO\Cl7\WD.STD 



The above conditions and restrictions, along with the right to enforce same are deemed to be 
covenants running with the land in perpetuity and are binding on subsequent successors, 
grantees, or assigns. 

Executed this a-ti-. day of qaa:J........, , t99f 

STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 

)ss. 

COUNTY oit1~ ) 
The ~oing deed was acknowl~ged befye this 31:/.._ day of-~ 
1~$. by the above named ~ . &,.;;;:J;;i_ -;) f rl-t. • 'f m 
~~u.;;,:;..c:' '( ur:.t.:c....,, ~ ~ ., .... JP~~) 

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal the date last aforesaid. 

~~ 
Notary Public 

BOOK cJtfs PAGE .55'1.. 
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EXHIBIT "A" 

LOTS SEVEN (7), EIGHT (8), NINE (9), TEN (10), ELEVEN (I I), AND TWELVE (I2), 
BLOCK SEVENTY-ONE (71), ORIGINAL TOWN, NOW CITY OF BEATRICE, GAGE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA. 

S:\9S025"8TENO\Cl 7\EXHIB-A WPD 
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WARRANTY DEED 

.... ,.., ') 
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t/-o.T . 
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KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that Arkla, Inc., a 
Delaware corporation, as successor in interest to Central 
Telephone & Utilities Corporation, Minnesota Gas Company and 
Minnegasco, Inc.("Grantor"), for Ten Dollars ($10.00) and other 
good and valuable consideration, received from Peoples Natural 
Gas Company, a division of UtiliCorp United Inc., a Delaware 
corporation {"Grantee"), does hereby grant, bargain, sell, 
convey and confirm unto Grantee all of Grantor's right, title 
and interest in and to certain real property in Gage County, 
Nebraska, more particularly described on Exhibit A attached 
hereto {the "Property"), together with all buildings and 
improvements situated thereon and the privileges and 
appurtenances thereunto belonging (the "Improvements"), 
subject, however, to all matters of record affecting the 
Property and the Improvements. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the Property and the Improvements unto 
Grantee, its successors, legal representatives and assigns 
forever. 

Grantor for itself and its successors covenants with the 
Grantee and with Grantee's successors, legal representatives 
and assigns that Grantor is lawfully seised of said Property, 
that it is free from encumbrance other than restrictions of 
record, that Granter has good right and lawful authority to 
convey the same, and that Granter warrants and will defend the 
title to the Property against the lawful claims of all persons 
whomsoever. 

Subject to the applicable representations and warranties, 
if any, set forth in the Acquisition Agreement, the 
Improvements are being conveyed in their "AS IS, WHERE IS" 
condition, and Grantor does not make any representation, 
warranty or covenant, express or implied, with respect to 
physical condition, merchantability, fitness for a particular 
purpose, operations, use, performance or other characteristics 
of all or any part of the Improvements. Any such 
representation, warranty or covenant, including, without 
limitation, that which otherwise might be implied by law, is 
hereby expressly negated. 

NEBRASl<A DOCUMENTARY 
STAMP TAX 

Date 2-2-93 
$ 17 So By M 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Granter has executed this Warranty 
Deed as of February 1, 1993. 

GRANTOR: 

ARK.LA, INC. 

By: )1/J~;#a~ 
President of Minnegasco, a 
division of Granter 

BOO!< ,;J. a 'I PAGE -2.!..i... 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

COUNTY O? HENNEPIN 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 
29th day of January, 1993 by M. c. Sherin, Vice President of 
Minnegasco, a division of Arkla, Inc., a Delaware corporation, 
on behalf of the corporation. 

5143C 

By: 5L~ 
Notary Pub~for 
State of Minnesota 

My Commissi:=?"1 Expires: 
&J/z9£!2_3 

-3-
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CORPORATION WARRANTY DEED 

$ /~. /t:' BY :!':.A/_ I 
THE GRANTOR, CENTRAL TELEPHONE & UTILITIES CORPORATION, 1201 N Street, 

Lincoln, Nebraska, a corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of 
the laws of the State of Kansas, in consideration of Ten Dollars ($10.00) and 
other good and valuable considerations, received from Grantee, by and in its own 
right and as successor in interest to Central Electric & Telephone Company, 
Central Electric & Gas Company, Western Power & Gas Company, and Western Power & 
Gas Company, Inc., does grant, bargain, sell, convey and confirm unto MINNESOTA 
GAS COMPANY, 733 Marquette Avenue, Minneapo.lis, Minnesota, a corporation organ
ized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Delaware, 
herein called the Grantee, the following described real property in Gage County, 
.Nebraska: ... 

Parcel l 
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of Lot Eleven (11), Block 
Sixty-one (61) in the Original Town, now City, of Beatrice, 
Nebraska, thence South on the West Line of said Lot Eleven (11) 
Twe~ty-two (22) Feet, thence East Parallel with the North Line of 
said Lot Eleven (11) Eighteen (18) Feet, thence North parallel 
with the West Line of said Lot Eleven (11) Twenty-two Feet to the 
North Line of said Lot Eleven (11), thence due West on the North 
Line of said Lot Eleven (11) Eighteen .Cl8) Feet to the place of 
beginning, containing in all 396 square feet, .Gage County, Nebraska. 

Parcel 2 
•. 
">'. 

A tract of land commencing at the NW corner of the NE~ of Section 
2-3-6; thence southerly along the West line of the NE~ a distance 
of 33 feet to the point of beginning thence continuing southerly 
along the last described course a distance of 352 ·feet to a 
point; thence easterly along a line 385 feet from and parallel to 
the North line of Section 2 a distance of 257.5 feet to a point; 
thence northerly a distance to 292 feet to a point; thence westerly 

... along a line 93 feet from and parallel to the North line of · 
Section 2 a distance of 75 feet to a point; thence northerly a 
distance of 60 feet to a point; thence westerly along a line 33 
feet from and parallel to the North line of Section 2 a distance 
of 187.2 feet more or less to the point of beginning, all in Gage 
County, Nebraska. 

Parcel 3 
Lots Seven (7), Eight (8), Nine (9), Ten (10), Eleven (11), and 
Twelve (12), in Block Seventy-one (71), in the Original Town, now 
City, of Beatrice, Nebraska, according to the recorded plat 
thereof. 

To have and to hold the above described premises together with all 
tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereto belonging unto the Grantee 
and to Grantee's heirs and assigns forever. 

And the Grantor for itself and its successors does hereby covenant 
with the Grantee and with Grantee's heirs and assigns that Grantor is lawfully 
seised of said premises; that they are free from encumbrance other than restric
tions of record; that Grantor-has good right and lawful authority to convey the 
s~me; and that Grantor warrants and wilf defend the title to said premises · 

-against the lawful claims of all persons whosoever. 
In witness whereof, Grantor has hereun·to caused its corporate seal to 

be affixed and these presents signed by its.vice President. 
. ~ 

-~l~~'oat.~d this J!i:: day of April, 1976 
~\. \ tr·-1 ·: .• ;~·.:, 

,"'-f; ... ~ .~ · ... · ·· ..... l. , .• ~ ... J • 

.. ~ . .At~.i¢.i;: Corp~ra~e .Seal CENTRAL TELEPHONE & UTILITIES CORPORATION 
·' c..... ... r. ( . .. ; ·- . ,. ' "(.. ......... -... . 

:.·,07~~~\~; 

Atttil't ~If By 

Assistant Secretary 

...... ;. .. · . 

.... '. .· 
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(Pag/e Two of Two) 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

SS 
COUNTY OF COOK 

Be it remembered that on this 10 day of April, 1976, before me, the 
undersigned, a notary public in and for the County and State aforesaid came 
THOMAS A. OWE:~s, JR., Vice President and MELVIN A. HARDIES, Assistant Secretary 
of Central Telephone & Utilities Corporation, who are personally known to me to 
be the sa.'Tle persons who executed the foregoing instrument of writing as Vice 
President and Assistant Secretary and severally acknowledged the same to be the 
act and deed of said Corporation for the uses therein contained. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my 
official seal the day and year last above written. 

. .:~ . .,.. . '. ~.:. '. 

Fee: $6.75 Chg. Neb. Title 

.Return: Pioneer National Title Insurance 
300 So. 19th St., Cknaha, Ne 68102 
ATTN: Judy Spindler 

STATE OF NEBRASKA} · 
County of Gage ss 

Filed for record and entered in 
· Numerical Index sept. 13 

19...l§_at 3 : 45 o'clock P:M 
Recorded in Book 21s of 

Dee s Page~~~---
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CONVEYA?IUE 
Iowa-Nebraska Light and Power Co. to v c;ottft.ll' Uentral ~lectric and Gae Company 

IOWA.-NUIRA&A LIGl:fi' Ak.l POWER OOMP.P.NY, a l.>elawe.re co:rporntion, Granter (hereinaf'ter called the uCompany"), 
ot 144 South 12th Street, Lincoln, County ot Lancaster, and State of Nebraska, tor and in consideration of One Doller 
(ill and other good and valuable considerations, has given, granted, bargained, sol4, transferred, assigned, warranted 
and conveyed, and by these presents does hereby grant, bargain, sell, transfer, assign, warrant and convey to CE!,TRilL 
ELEl.,"l'Riu Iii. GAi:> OOMPlllY, a Delaware corporation, Grantee, of Sioux Falla Gas Building, Sioux .l"alls, County ot Minnehaha, 
and State of South Dakota, its successors and assigns, all and singular its properties now owned or hereattsr ec~uired, 

·:of whatever nature and wherever located, real, persone.l and mixed, together with all structures, plants, tene~ents, 
hereditament~, appurtenances, rights, permits, tranchises, privileges and easements belonging or appertaining thereto 
or to ai:i:y part thereof and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, and all the rents, issues and profits 

··thereat, including, but without in any way limiting the generality of the foregoing description, tte following: 

~ 

A, 
REiil. M:>TATE 

I. 
All of the following described real estate situate in the County ot Casa, Nebraska, to-wit: 
( 1) Lots 9, 10, 11 and 12, Block 48, except the West 30 1·eet c<f Lot 9, Original Town off' lattsmouth, 
Cass County, Nebraska. 

11. 
All of the following described real estate situate in the County of l!'illmore, Nebrasku, 'lo-wit; 

(1) .11. Tract ot land 24 Feet by 50 ¥eat in the South Half (Sil of the Northeast ~uarter (NE:tl of 
oection 36, Township 7 1 Range 3, Fillmore County, Nebraska. 

(21 That part of Lot Eight (8), in Ira Gilbert's Second Addition to Exeter, Nebraska, beginning 
at the Southeast Corner of said LOt Eight (g) end running thence North Fifty (50) Feet on the East 
One-half .Wine or said Lot Eight ( 8), thence West Twenty-five ( 25) Feet, thence tlouth Fifty \ 50) Jl'eet, 
thence East on the ~outh Line of said Lot Eight (8) Twenty-five (25) Feet to the place of beginning, 
.r111more County, Nebraska. 

!lI. 
All of the following described real estate situate in the County of Gage, Nebreske, to-wit; 

(1) Commencing at the Northwest uorner or Lot Eleven (11), Block Sixty-one (61) in the Original 
Town, now City, ot Beatrice, Nebraska, thence ~outh on the West Line of said Lot •1even \ll) 
Twenty-two (221 Feet, thence East parallel with the North Line of said Lot Eleven (lll Eighteen 
118) ¥eet, thence North parallel with the West Line or said Lot Eleven (11) Twenty-two 122' Feet 
to the North Line or said Lot .l!:leven (ll), thence due West on the North Line of said .1.ot lleven 
\ 11) .l!:ighteen ( 18) .l!'eet to the place of beginning, containing in all 396 square feet, Gage County, 
Nebraska, 

(2) Lots Seven (7), Bight (8), Nine (9), Ten (10). l!:leven (111, and Twelve \12', in Block 
8eventy-one (71), in the Original Town, now City, of l:leatrice, Nebraska, according to the recorded 
plat thereof, 

IV. 
All or the following described real estate situate in the County of H!llll1lton, Nebraska, to-wit: 

. ~ l l) A Parcel ot real estate lif'ty ( 50) l'eet B1lUare ana located at a point Thirty ( :fJJ t1ods i:>outn or 
.a tne Northwest uorner or the ::;outn .ttalr (~I of the Northwest 1o1.uarter (•'Wtl of "'BCtion T .. n (mi , 

"' ~ 'l(TOllllship '!.'en (10) North, Kange t:iix (bl , West or the bth P .111.., Hamil ton county, Nebraska. 

el ~ ~I ~J " Parce.L or rea.L estate aescribea as '!'wenty \ 20) l!'eet by Twenty ( J.QI Feet, located in the 
~ q southeast c.i.uarter ( <>J!¢J of the Southeast Quarter ( "'Jl¢J of ::>action Thirty-three (SY , '!'ownship i· J ~J;.Leven \lll t1ortn, ttange .lrive ( :>), west or tne tltn P.lil., liamilton uounty, Neorasl<:a. 

~ I. ;j"( JI A Parcel or real estate located upon the Southeast Quarter (S~) of Section Four ( 4), Township 
~ ~Ten (lO) North, Range Five (5), West ot the 6th P.:M., Hamilton County, Nebraska. r ~;I All ot the following described real esta~e situate in the County of Lancaster, Nebraska, to-wit: . f v 

1 
f' ( 1) West 12 Feet of South 10 Feet or Lot 4, Maxwell's Addition to Lincoln, Nebraska. ; ? ( 2) Bast 3 Feet ot Lot 26 and the West 7 Feet of the South 12 teat of East 10 Feet of Lot 26, 
~j Elmwood Park addition to Lincoln, Nebraska. 

~ ,-~ (Jl West 12 Feet of the South 10 Feet of Lot 12, Block l, Ellendale Addition to the City of Lincoln, 
7i . Nebraska. 

1 ( 4) West 12 Feet of South 10 Feet or Lot 5, Block 3, Northside Addition to Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Jl (5) East 10 Feet of South 12 Feet of Lot ncn, Byer's Subdivision of Lots l, 2, 3, 4 and 5, Block 4, 
Arlington Heights, Resubdivision or Lots 11, 12, 13 and 14, Perkins Subdivi!!ion or the East "'alf (EW 
of the Northwest ~arter (N'ffi) end Southwest ~uarter (&ft) of the Northwest Q.Ut•:rter (b«f) ot Section 

.J 

J
'i_ (6) That Part of Lot 12, Block 5, Engleside Addition to Lincoln, Nebraska, described as follow~ 

Commencing at a point 113 feet South of the Northwest Corner of said Lot 12, Block 5, ingleside Addition 
to the City ot Lincoln, thence East 12 Feet, thence South 16 Feet to the South Line of said Lot 12, 

J 
~J thence West 6 Feet, thence Northwesterly to a point 10 Feet, South of place of beginning, thence 

South to place of beginning on Part or the West Half (~) of the Northeast "'-tarter (NE.?' of tiection 

31, Townshi:p 10 North, Range 7, East of the 6th P. M., Lancaster County, Nebraska. 

Twenty-four ( 24), T~wnship Ten ( 10) North, Range Six ( 6) , last or the 6th P J&, 

! l ( 7) Weet 10 Feet of South 12 Feet of Lot Four ( 4), Block 5, Ridgeway Addition to Lincoln, Nebraska. 

~ ~ ( 8) A part or Lot Three ( 3), Block Ten ( 10), Sheridan Park Addi ti on, on the West lie.l.f (W~I or. the 
~ <! Southwest Quarter ( SW:f l of Section 31, Township 10 North, Rar~e 7, East, desori bed ae follows" 
.r~ Oo1mnencing on the South Line or said Lot 3 Twenty ( 20) Feet :.£ast of the Southwest Corner thereof, 
i._ thence West on the South Line of said Lot 3 Twelve ( 12) Feet, thence North at right angles to the 

1 South Line ot said Lot 3 Twelve (12) Feet, thence East parallel to the South Line of said Lot 3 Twelve 
~ (12) Feet, thence South 12 Feet to the place or beginning, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 
~!., 
'\ ( 9) West 12,J'e~ ~ South 10 Feet of Lot. 2, Block 22, South Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 
~~VII. 
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VIII. 
All ot the tollowing described real estate situate in the County or York, Nebraska, to-wit: 

<1l ·A Tract of land Twenty-five (25) Feet by Twenty-tiva (25 Feet, and containing 625 square teat in 
all, and situated and located in the e::mct Southwest Corner ot Lot Seven ( 7), Block Sixty-four ( 6/) 
of the Original Town, now City, of York, York County, Nebraska. 

(2) A Part ot the North Ralf (NJ-) of the Southweat Quarter (Swi) ot Section Two ( 2l in 'rownship 'ran 
( 10) North, Range Four (4), West ot the 6th P. !II., and more particularly described as follows: Be
ginningat a point on the East side of the highway 139 Feet South and 33 Feat East of an iron pin set 
at the Northwest Corner ot the Southwest Quarter (sW:f) of Section 2, thence South 6 Feet along the 
East Line·ot said highway, thence East 10 Feet, thence North 6 Peet, thence wast 10 Feat to place of 
beginning, York County, Nebraska. 

13) A Part ot the Northeast Quarter (N Jilf) ot the Southwest Quarter (SWtl of section l in Township 10 
North, Range 3, West of the 6th P. M., and more particularly described by metes and bounds as follows: 
Commencing at a point 20 Feet East of the Northwest corner of the above described 40 acre tract of land 
and upon the South Line or the public highwey running East and Wast along the North side thereot; running 
thence due South 75 Peet, thence due East 50 Feet, thence due North 75 Peet to the South Line of said higllway, 
thence west along the South Line of said highway 50 Feet to the point of beginning, York County, Nebraska. 

(4) A part of irregular tract, Lot No. 17 in the Southwest Quarter (SWf) ot the Northwest Quarter (•~Wt) 
of Section 35 in Township ll North, Range 4, Wast of the 6th P • .It., to wit: A tract of land 20 Feet by 
20 Feet and containing 400 square feet at the Northwest Corner of said irregular tract No. 17, immediately 
South of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Right-of-Way and immediately East of the Public Road
way running North and South along the West side of said Section 35, York County, Nebraska. 

B. 
OAS GlOORATIID PLANl'S AND/OR DIBrRIBU'l'ION SY&l'l!MS 

Those certain gas generating plants and/or distribution systems of the Company situate in the State of Nebrask~, 
as follows: 

In Burt County, serving the Village of Craig, the City of Oakland and the City of Tekamah; ~~ 
(3) 
( 4) 
( 5) 

In Butler County, serving the City of David City, the Village of Rising City and the Village of Ulysses; 
In Cass County, serving the City ot Plattsmouth; 
In Ouming County, serving the City ot West Point; 
In Fillmore County, serving the Village ot Exeter, the City of Fairmont, the City of Geneva and the 
V ill.age of Grafton; 

(6) In Gage County, serving the Village of Adams, the City of Beatrice, the Village of Clatonia and the Village 
of Cortland; 

(7) In Hamilton County, serving the City of Aurora and the Village of Hampton; 
( 8) In Jefferson County; serving the Village of Plymouth; 
(9) In Lancaster County, serving the City ot Orete, the Village of Hallam and the City ot Lincoln; 
(10) In Madison County, serving the City of Norfolk; 
(ll) In Polk county, serving the City ot Osceola, the Village of Shelby and tne City of Stromsburg; 
l12) In Saline County, serving the Village of DeWitt, the Village ot Dorchester, the City of Friend and the 

City of Wilber; 
(13j In Saunders County, serving the City of Wahoo; 
(14 In Seward County, serving the Village of Bee, the Village of Miltord, the City of Seward and the Village 

of Staplehurst; 
( 15) In Washington Couuty, serving the Village of Arlington and the City of Blair; and 
(16) In Yortc County, serving the Village of Bradshaw and the City ot York. 

o. 
Also all other plants and systems, appertaining to the above described property, for the generation, storage, 

furnishing and/or distl'ibution of gas now owned or herse.1'ter constructed or acquired by the Company, and any additions 
to or ertansione of all such plants and/or systems or to those hereinabove specifioally referred to; together 1vith the 
buildings, erections, structures, generating, purifying and compressing apparatus, holders, benohes, reto:ne, tanks, pipe 
lines, mains, connections, service pipes, heaters, meters, appliances, instruments, apparatus, appurtenances, maps, 
records, easements, contracts, pe1.'!111te, facilities and other property or equiffllent used or provided for use in connection 
with the oonstruction, maintenance, repair and operation of all such plants and/or systems both now owned or which may 
hereafter be acquired by the Campany; and together also with all of the rights, privileges, rights of way, franchisee, 

licenses, grants, liberties, ilnmunitlee, ordinances, permits, and easements of the Company howsoever conferred or ac
quired and llhether now owned or hereafter acquired with respect to the construction, maintenance, repair and operation 
or all such plants and/or systems, and any additions thereto and extensions thereof. 

D. 
All leasehold estates appertaining to the above described property (excepting the last day thereof) by virtue 

of which the Company occupies properties used in its business, including oftices, storerooms, workrooms, warehouses 
and garages, and all renewal.a, extensions or moditications of any of the foregoing leaseholds which may be from time 
to ti1ne made between the Com.pai:iy and the respeotive owners of such properties so used. 

JC. 
ICE MANUFACTURING PLANl' AND l!.Y.IJJIHi!ENl' 

That certain ice ma1IUfacturing plant and distribution equipment of the CompaJ:IY situated in Cass County, serving 
the City of Plattmouth, Nebraska, together with the buildings, erections, structures, manufacturing and compressing 
apparatus and equipment, appliances, inetruinente, apparatus, appurtenances, contracts, permits, facilities and other 
property of equipnent used or provided for use in connection with the construction, maintenance, repair and operation 
ot such plant, both now owned or which may hereafter be acquired by the Company, including all leasehold estates per
taining to the above described prope~y (except the last day thereof) by virtue of which the Company occupies any 
property used in such business. 

IN WITNESS WHERliX)F, said IOWA-NEBRASKA LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY has caused this deed to be executed in its 
corpot'!l.te name by its President or one of its Vice Presidents and its corporate seal to be hereunto atfixed and to be 
attested by its S.!cretary or one of its Assistant Secretaries, all as of this 27th day ot Febru~ry, 1945. 

~
~wa-Nebraaka 

Light and i 
Polfer CODlp8'JY 

~~l'~=__;· 
State of Illinois l 
County of Cook ss. 

.ATTEST: Judson Large 
Assistant Secret!lry 

IOWA-NEBRASKA LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY 
By R. A. PL'..J.lips 

Vice President 

On th1A twen:ty-snen:th day of l!'ebruary, 1945, before me, a Notary Public in and tor said county, 
came the above named vioe nreAiil&nt anil aF<A1 AtAnt RA1''1"AtF>'l"l7 nf' TOWA-Nll:RllASKA T.Tl1H'T' AND POW!m r.or.rPANV". wiin 

personally 
Fl'rA nA-rAnnAl 1 v 
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NEBRASKA GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 

.,~TO 

DEED OF CONVEYANCE 

IN CONSIDERATION of the sum of one dollar and other 
valuable consideration, in hand paid by lowA-NEBB.ASKA LIGHT 
AND PowER CoMPANY (a corporation of the St.ate of Delaware) 
hereinafter sometimes referred to as the Grantee, to NEBRAS
KA GAS A.ND ELECTRIC CoMPANY (a corporation of the State of 
Delaware), hereinafter sometimes referred to as the Grant
or, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, NEBRAS
KA GAs A.ND ELECTRIC CoMPA.NY has granted, bargained and 
sold, and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell, assign, 
transfer, convey and set over unto said IowA.-NEBRASKA LIGHT 
AND POWER COMPANY, its successors and assigns, all and sin
gular the property, real and personal, rights, powers, privi
leges, easements, franchises and rights-of-way of every de
scription and nature and wherever situate, owned by said 
NEBRASKA GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, including (but without. 
limiting the generality of the foregoing), the following: 

1. The real estate situate in the State of Nebraska, de
scribed as follows : 

(a) The following described real estate situate in the City 
of Aurora, County of Hamilton, State of Nebraska: 

Lots 4 and 10, in bfock 32. 
(b) The following desoribed real estate situate in the City 

of Beatrice, County of Gage, State of Nebraska: 
Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,_8, 9, 11 and 12, in block 16, and lots 7 to 12, 

both inclusive, in block 71. 
Lots 7 and 8 in the southwest quarter of Section 1, Town

ship 3, North of Range 6, East of the Sixth Principal Meri
dian, comprising all that part of the north half of the south
west quarter of said Section 1 lying and being south of the 
center of the Big Blue River. 



· State ot Nebraska ) 88 . county ot ~cotts Bluf'fs) on t.his 1st day ot .Tul;y, A. D. 19~2, before me, rr •. T. Wisner, a 
Notary "ubl1c within and for s11.id Co•mt.y, personally c&me ,Te'. .. Bie A. ~e~er and Husband 
'flarry L. Seger a.nd t,8811 e F.:. J.rm!':tron~ 11.nd wife Cecil Armstrong, pereondly to :!!8 t·nown to 
be the identical persons whose na~es affixed to the above instrument as ~ranters, and 
severally act.nowled~ed the execution of the same to be their voluntary act and deed for the 
purposes therein expressed. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto subecribed my name and e.ffixed m~ ~~ficial 
seal at Scotts r!luffe, Nebr on the dA.te lA.st t..bove written. 

~. ,T, Wiener, Notary Public 
My commission expires. 

State of Wyoming} 
county or Albany' cs 

- on this 28th cte.y of June h.D. lSP.2, before me E. E. Fitch, e. ~otary Pub14 
within a.nd tor said county, r '·rson111ly came .r. We.rren t.rmstrong and Sylvia t.rmstrong, hnsbe.n:I 
ar.d wite p~rsonally to ~e known to be the ldentic~l rersone whose ne.mes are affixed to the 
above inetru"lent a.s -~ra.ntors, ... nd severally a.cknowled~ed the execut 1rn of the s· ... me to be 
their volur.t11.ry a.ct and deed for the purposes t,h'!re1n expressed. . 

In Testimony Whereof, I bave hereunto subscribed iiy•name and o:i. ffixect my official se11.l 
at T_,are.mie, Wyoming on the date last ;i.bove '117r1t,ten. . ~'-' -r-,., 

E. E. Fitch, ~'ote.ry Public. ( " 0'~ 11J'k1 B1;r 
8th 1921- :·,JILe~~! °" -My coimnissicn expires .te.i.ue.ry . ~. 

·'r'r• "''~~ 
State of Oklahoma) 

88 
'-•. ·<-:_,1 

County of noble ) On this 2 4th de.;.r of ,1une 1 .. n. 19'2?, before l!l.e, M. A. ClA.rk. e. Notary 
Public within and for said County prsona.lly came Fran!{ P. Ar111strong s.nd Annie Armstrong 
pei·sonally to ..,e vnown to be t' e i~ent.ica.l persons whose na.mes "-re affixed to the e.bove 
instrU!l!ent as ~rant.ors, and severally acknowled.~ed the execution of .h·i same to be their 
voluntary act and deed for t"epurposes therein expressed. 

In Testimony Wh:'!reof, I have hereunto subscribed my name e.nd affixed ...,y o:·ric1e.l seal 
e.t Perry Otla on the date le.st ~bove "'1I'itten. 

'!.~. /1. Cle.rk, Notary Public. 
Vy ccrr.mission Expires Peb. 18, 1924 • 

"-a.:;e Co; ss _H'iled for Eecord, Ente.:ed in ~-'wnericli.l Index ,Tuly 22nd l' :~2 at 4- P M 

__ j_filu e 4 , u .1 _,. 

Register of Deeds. 

~l ~ c <,4f /r 

t1or •. ,...Y 
F'u. BL If 

/Vo I) l ( • (. O 

Gage_Q.q, Gae, Lig pt, & Power Co 
D:B ID 

-il,_- Nebraska Gas & Electric Co. 

Thia Indenture W1tnesaeth; That Gage County Gas, Light & Power Company, e. corporation 
organized e.nd existing under the la.we of the State ot Nebraska, the Grantor, for the con
sideration ot TenDollare ( tl0.00) aM other valuable considention recieved to its full 
satisfaction ot Nebraska Gas & Electric Company, a corporation organized and existing 
under the laws ot the ste.te ot Delaware! the Grantee. and in consideration ot the agreements 
hereinafter containea on the part ot sad ~runtee,.doee Give, Gre.nt, Bargain, Sell and Convey 
unto the said Grantee, tt. s successors .. nd assigns , the following descritied premises e.nd 
property t.9-wit; 

· All e.nd singular the following tracts ot land lying and bein~ in tha City of Beatrice, 
County ot ~age and state ot Nebraska, to-wits 

l!J:!.LP!ll!,l 

Lot number seven (7), eight (B), nine (9), ten (10), el841en ( 11) ana twelve (12), in 
block number seventy-one (71), of the criginal town ( now oity) ot Beatrice, in the County 
and State aforesaid, according to the recorded pl~t thereof, and bein6 situated in the 
southeast quarter ot section number thirty-three ('') 1n township numb"r four (4) north, 
ot range nurnb.~r six (6), east. ot the sixth P.M. • each ot said lots bein0 fifty (50) feet 
tront on the westerly side of Front Street Cr.ow vacated) in said cit~, said lots, numbered 
7, e, 9, 10, 11 and 12, comprising together a. tract ot la.nd bcunned on the north by Market 
Street, on the East by !i'ront Street I now vacated), on the South bf Bell Street, e.nd on 
the west b7 the westerly u~e of said lots, and having a total tror.tage on Prent Street 
(now vaoated) of three hundred ('•O) teet, ~ore or less. 

Second Parcel 
All the right, title and interest of ever7 kind or the company in and to a certain 

lease hold for ninety- nine(99) 7eara, ·gran~ed by the City ot Beatrice, Nebraska, to 
Charles A. Eat.on, bis eucceuors ~d assi~ns, on or about the thirty first day of October, 
1906 which sai~ lease is upon and covers all th~t parcel or tract of lana situated in the 
City ot Beatrice , count7 ot Cl&ge, State ot Nebr~ska, and lying and being east of the 
east. line of Block number sevent7 -one (71), ot the original town (now city ) or Beatrice, 
in said County and state, and south ot the sout~ line ot Market Street in s~1d Citf, and 
west ot the west line ot block number seventy-two (72) of th" origLJ!al town (now city) 

~ii~e~!~!~!· o~\~:!~ ~~Wf!id~~i~~a!!l ~~tng~tig~ ~~e~g~~hsi~~!t. 0te~;i~f~;~··:!cai~dsb;d Cit { 
aaid Cit7, Gnd being a parcel ot land about three hundred {3()0} feet long and eighty feet 
wide, ~11 as shown by the recorded plat thereof now on tile in the office of the Register of 
Deeds ot saio count.yi which said lease was b.v the s,.id Che.rles /,, Eaton duly assigned to the 
Intern .. tion&l Heating ond Lighting Comp&n7, it& succe~sors ~nd asslgns, on or about the twenty 
ei~hth da.7 ot December1 1906, and was b7 the Said lnt.drn4\ional Heating and Lighting Company 
d\uy &Slignad to Ga6e \;O·.;ntJ 'Jae, Li~t & Power Compe.n7 { under its then name ot Bea.trice 
Gas & Power Compa117J on or fl,bout the tourth day ot January, 1907, which said lease and assign
ments ~re uul7 recorded in the office or the Register ot Deeds ot Ga~e County, Nebraska. 

·l 

,/ 
I 



Ala_o all the buildings, d1Btributing systems, gas plante, power plants, equipment,_ 
engines, bollers, motors. transformers. electric ... nd oth t!Z' machines. met ere, m~ins, tanks. 
tracks, and all other electric ,,imd other apparatus, and all kinds of machiner7 and tools, and 
all m ... terials and other supplies which are now held or ma.y be "'erea!'ter acquired for uEe, in 
operating, extending, repairin! or replacin.:; the gas, light and power systems or other properties 
ot the Grant.or. 

Auo a11 franchises, rights,. ( including water rights and ri;hts ot wa.y), ease-..ents, privileges 
and immunities belonging to, or which may be hereafter owned! held or enjoyed by the ~rant.or. 

Also -. ll other property ot the grant or, real or pereona , which it now owns. 
Together with all and singluar the tene,ients, hereditaments, and af.i>urtenances bdonging to 

or in an7 wise appertaining to the atoresaid propert7 or an7 part thereot; wit r. the reversion 
and reversions, r..,,~inder and remain~ers, rents, issues, income,products and rrotits thereot, 
and all the estate, riJht, title, interest and clai~ whatsoever, at law as well as in equity, 
which the Granter now lias, or ~ay herea!~er ~cquire, in and to the atores~id property and franchises 
and every part an..t. f.arcel thereot; 

'l'o Have and To Held the above granted property and premises, wit~ the appurtenances thereimto 
belonging unto the said Grantee its succesaJrs and assigna forever; 

And ~age Ccun~y r.."'s• LiJht &: Power Company the said ~rant or, does for its elf and 1 ts 
successors and assigna, covenant with the said hrantee, 1ts succesaors and assigns, that ~t and 

. unt.1.l the enseaUng ot these presents it is we.11 siezed of the above described premises, 'l.nd has 
a good and indefeasible estate in tee aimple and leasehold aa the casejmay be, a.nd has good ri ~t 
to bargain and sell 1n the same manner and form as above written,aad that the s-ame are tree and clear 
from all encumbrances whatsoever except the :!.ien of a cert4n first ~.Aortgage dated June 28, 1909 
b7 and between r:iage County "aa Light & Power COl!IPanr aa Mortgagor and Bankers Trust Ct>mp&n7 
Trustee aa Mortgagee, securing an iHue ot OneHundred and Pitt7 Thousand Dollars (f150,0o1j) 
par value First Mortgage Six p~cent Sinking Jl'und Gold Bon~s of the Mortgage Company, of which 
one Hundred and Six Thousand Plve Hundred Dollars ($106,500) par value are now out standing, said 
mortgage being recorded 1n Book 48, i.age 532 to 542, inclusive, Mortgage records of ~age County, 
Nebraska, and that it, the said ~ranter, will w~rrant and defend said premises~ with the appurtenance 
thereunto belongin~. to the seoid !'.lrantee, its successors and ass 1gns, forever, against the i._wfUl 
cle.i~s and demands except the lien of current taxes and the lien of said Mo1tgage. 

As one of the considerations for this conve7ance, Nebraska ~as & Electric Company, the r.rantee 
hereunder, h~reb7 assumes and ag~ees to pa7 said bonds Qnd hereby assumes e.nd agrees to perform 
the obligations of the said Grantor as Mortgagor unber said First mortgage. 

It is the intention of the parties hereto that this conve7e.nce sb.11 operate as a transfer 
trom the Grant.or to the Grant.ee of all the Grantor's &ssetts'.of every kind ovh1:1.tsoever aubJect to all 
of t.he Grantor's Liabilities of ever7 kind Whatsoever, to the end that the auets, r1gbts QM 
liabilities, of the Grantor shdll be fully vested in and against said r.ra.ntee aa of Jul7 1, 1922. 

In Witness~ereof said parties have hereunt.o set their hands and corporate seals by their 
respective President.a or Vice ?residents and Secretaries, all as of Jul7 1, 19 ~2. e•" ~ .• .,, 
Signed, sealed and delivered by ~~~·:~·~:·· 
qage Count7 Gas, ~i~ht & Power ~/!!'/?......_ Gage County Gas, Light & Power Company 
g~:~~ £:et.he presence of; "~ By Jaa. B. Harve7V1ce Pr:aident ::~;~~n 

~ .... • 0 ·~ Attest; 
G. D. Horn / '3 1-1 Geo. W. York, Secretary. 

Signed, sealed and delivered b7 
Nebraska Gas & Electric Compan7 
in the presence of 
Geo. A. :..ee 
G. D. Hern 

Nebrask1:1. Gas & Electric Company 
"'B7 Rutue 11 Lee, President. 

Attest Thomas H. Jones,Seoretary. 

c;l!i." ~ 

'·-..J;JE:L.f:.,J .. Q.. .... 

The St.at.e or Ohio 
1 County of Cu)'&hoga 

88 
On Jul7 1, 1922 before me , a Hotar7 Public in and for a&id County, 

personall7 appeared ~eorge w. York, to me personally appeared George w. York, to me pe:rsonall7 
known and Jmown t.o me to be the Secretary of Gage Count~ r.aa, !_,ight & Power Company, a corporation 
and to be the identio1:1.l person described in an whose name is a ffixed to the foregoin~ conve7ance 
'1S Secretary of the grantor corporation therein, 11.nd acknowledged the s•me to be his voluntary 
~ot .nd deed 1:1.nd the voluntar7 act and aeed of him as Secretary of said CompQn¥· 

In Testimon7 Whereot I have hereunto set my hand and official ee1:1.l Qt Cleveland in 
C0unt7 the da7 and year last above written. 

Rena M. Egan, ~otary Publlc. 
my o~isslon expires Sept. 23-i923 

said>'~ 
,·0:,oH''~'

' qeM L. J. 
i Cu' Iii" oc..a. 
t. ('ou~f'f 
\ ot>• o 

" .... Stat.e of NebraskQ) 
County of Dou.!las) 88 

· OnJuly 1, 1922, before me, a Notar7 Public in and for said c.~unty pereonall1 
~ppeared James B. Harve7 1 to me personall7 known and kno"'Jl to ~e to be theVice PresiAent of 
!lage Coun:~7 <Jas,. ,Li~t &...Power Comp•n7, a corporation, 1:1.nd to be the idenr.1c ... 1 parson described in 
and whose name is atfixeC1 to the toregoing conveyance as Vice President of the 11rantor Corporat. ion 
therein .... nd ucknowleciOed t.he same to be his voluntar7 act and deed ~nd the oluntary act and deed 
of him as Vice rreeident of said Compall1• 

m7 hand and offici ... l seal at Omaha in said In Testimon7 Whereof I hQve nereunto set 
t.he da7 and 7e1:1.r last ~bove written. 

Lorarne M. Sherman, ?rotary Public. 
My-comm~ssion expires April 18th 1922. 

County 
-~1'.ytlt"' f'4' ··. 

"t'o_rt11t'll~~io,..i"f \ 
tH,!\H ~11 
... tfl 1) ,,., 

"' \ : . 1'•h•i,ti .. ~~"':..y· 

The State of Nebraaka)aa . ·~·~:~";:~~)· 
County of Douglas ) On Jul7 1, i922, before me, a not.ary Public in and for said County, p · ~ri"Ei 
lly appeared Rutua E. Lee, to me known and known to be the President of Nebraska 11as & Electric· 
Company, a corporati~n, and to be the identical person described in and whose name is affixed 
to the forego 1Dg conve~nce ms.President of the gr1:1.ntee corporation therein, ~nd acknowledged 
the same to be his voluntar7 act and deed and the voluntary act and deed of him as President of 
SIL id C omp&117 • 

In Testlmon7 Whereof I have heret.o set m7 hand and official seal at ~maha in s~id 
the da7 and 7ear last above written. 

Lorarne Y. Sherm!'n, Notar7 Public • 
• My commission expires April 18th 1922 

State ot Ohio . 'ss 
Count7 of c;u,ahogs.) On July 1, i922, u fore me a Notary Public in and for said Count,y, person.ally 
appeared ~homas ~. Jones, to me known and known to be the Secretary of Nebraska ~~a & Electric 
CO!llpe.ny, a corporation, and to be theidenr.icAl rerson aescribea in and whose name is affixea to 
the r~regoing convey ... nce ~• Secretary or the grant.~e corporation therein, ~nd aclcnowled~ea the same 
t.o be his voluntar7 act. ~nd deed ana the voluntar7 act ~nd deed of him as Secretary of sa~d Company. 

·In Test1mon7 Whereof I have hereunto set "".IY hand and official sed ''t Cleveland in s&id Count1 
the d~y and year last above ~ritten. 

Rena M. Egan, Notary ·Public. 
My 0CM1111sa ion ezp ires Ser. t 23rd-1923. 

..., " l • \~U .. ~ 



COMPARE!D 
C 0 R P 0 B A T I 0 N ] A R R A N T Y D E E D. 

Counc11 Blurns Savings~ -to- Mart1n L. Fl'et'!c':la. 
TMs Indenture, Mede t'.'l1s Fll'8t day or AP1'11 1n t'!le yest' or out' Lol'd, One T'.1ousend tane 
~Iundred end Seven, bet'lfeen Council Bluf'rs Sev1nga Bank, e COl'l>Oret1on ot'gen1zed end exist
ing under and by v1nue or t:ie la'!fs or t·.ie State or.Iowa~· party or t'.'le nrst pert, end ~~er
t1n L. i'r'el'1c":'l.s, or t '!'le County or Lenceste r end State or ~ebreska, party or t ·.'le- ~"'cond ·;>ert • 

ntnesset?\, t'.'let t":'l.e se1d party or t'!le r1r!it i>Art ror and in cons1deret1on or t'!'le sum 
or S1xty & no/loo Dollars, tn :1end pe1d receipt w'!'lereor 1s :iereby eclalo'lfledged, :1es sold · · 
end by t'!lese presents does gl'ent, convey, end conn rm unto t":'l.e se1d party or t:'le second 
pert, t':le f'olHrrtng described premises, s1tueted 1·: t":le County or Gage end State or Nebr"s
ke, to-'lfi t: 

All or Lot e1g:11. "8" Block T":'ll"ee "3" Original Plett or Liberty Gege County Nebreske; 
end Lot T\1ne "9" Block One "l" Second Addi t1on to L1b;l'ty Gege County r-·ebreske; el so Noet·.1 
one :1e1r T't or lot seven "7" in Block t":'l.ree "3" in t":'l.e origtnel tom or Liberty Gege coun
ty, rebreske, toget:tel' "'1t":'l. ell appurtenances t'.'lereto belonging. 

And t'.'le ae1d Council Blurrs Sev1ngs Benk ror itself' or 1ts successors, does :-iereby 
covenant to and 'lfit':l t":'l.e se1d i>Brty or t":'l.e second pert end bis :ietrs end ess1gns, t:1et et 
t1e time or t':le e:recu.Uon and deltvery of t~se presents 1t is le..,fully se1zed or setd prem-
1Bes; t'.'let it :1as good rig":'l.t and la'lft\11 9Ut':lor1ty to convey t:19 same; t:1et t'.1ey ere rl'ee 
t'l-om encumbrance end does :iereby covenant to 'llal'rent end derend t":'l.e setd "'remtses e,:;etnst 
ell t":'l.eir own acts. 

In ·ntne88 T.1ereor, T'!le setd Council Blurrs Sev1ngs Benk '.lo's :iel"e1mto ce11sed 1ts ceir
i>Ot'ate seal to be arn :red and t':lese presents to be signed by 1ts 1?res1 dent & Cas:1ier t :'le 
day end ye er n rst above 'lrr1 t ten • 
S1gt1E'd, Sealed and Deltve!'ed 1n t":le l?resence or 

Harry C. 1:ettenhauer. 
·7. M. 'Pyper • 

Council Blurra savings Benk 
By JCi'.'m Be!'es:leim, 'P!'est. 
T":'l.eo. LeskO'fsk1, Ces:11e r. 

~,.,.)"b' S4,.,~ 
~' J, 

<" --- ~ t "I- •'-N~ } 

~ -- . ·-' 
Stete or Io.,.e, t, '!ii'. 

:ss. <.;,,f;l\"'\j 

POte'lrettemie County.) On t":'l.is 1 dey of Apt'i1A.D.1907 before JDe, F.M. E':lrenstein, 
e ~otery 1?11blic •it":'l.1n and ror setd County, pet'aonelly ceme Jo':ln Beres-:ietm, end T:'leo Les
kG'fsk1, persc;ne1ly to me knO'fll to be t:ie 1dent1cel i)ersons 'lf':lose names Pt'e efn.xed to t'.ie 
ebeive 1nstrument e-; l?t>eUdent end Ces':l1er, !'espect1vely, or t!'te Council Blurrs Sav1ngs Benk, 
t'!le grentCit' '.'le!'ein, end ec1mo .. 1edged t:le exec11Uon or t":'l.e seid instrument tCi be t!le volun-
tery set end deed or t:v sA1d Ceiuncn Blurrs Sevtngs Benk by e,,,c:1 Cir t·.11em volunt.ertly f'.~~n •• , ... ,,. 
e::icecuted. f ·, 

'111tness mt ':lend and r.oteriel Seel. J:_-,...,..__ 
F. M. E":'l.remtein. 

My commission exi>1 res July 4 ~ lQ09 • 
f." . . -. ,_;:-· 

~ .... \ s 
GAGE COUT:TY, ~EB. F1 led r()r "'"cord, entered in ~umericel Index Apt'1l e, 1907, et 9 .QQ 1, .U. 

A. tf:f. t1f~. f!0t:U.O:. t ~ 

COMPAREU 

~ U I T - C L A I M D Ji: E i) 
o . & s. ·v. R, 3. co. , -to-

l)lpl1ce\e. 0Tig1nal Lost. 
T!11s Deed, made t'!lis 5th dey or December A·D· 190e, between t!'te 
roed Company, e col'lloret1on organized end existing under end by 
State or l'\ebraske, party or t:le M.t'st pert end the Beet rtce Ges 
poret1on, pel'ty or t.":le St."COnd pert· 

Beet rice Gas & Po'lfer Co. 

Oma':le end Sout~'festern Reil
vt rtue of t !'le ln'ltS of t '.'le 
end Po'lfer Company, e cor-

'.'11tnesseth: T:tat t:ie party or t:ie first pel't fol' end 1n cone1deret1on or t:ie sum cf One 
Doller a1 .oo) to t':le pat'ty or t":'le ril'st -pel't 1n aend pe1d by t:ie se1d party or t'!le second 
pert, the rece1t1t 'lr":'l.ereor ts hereby eclalo'lfledged doth ':lereby remtee, release, end q111t-clc1m 
unto t!le perty or t~ second pert end to its successors end assigns, ell t!le r1g~t. title, 
claim end demencf 'lt'?l1ch t!'te sa1d i)erty or t!le nrst i>8l't :1eth tn end to t":'l.e rouonng desc~ 
"'d reel estate situated 1n t!le City or Beet rice, County of Gage, end State or Nebraska, to
"'1 t: 

A.11 that pert or whetWU kn0'1f111 upon t':'le orrtciel plt>t Of t':le C1ty or Beetrice f!S Front 
Stree1. "'~ch ts contained 'lr1t":'l.1n t:ie ltnes ·.east cf t":'l.e eest 11~.e or Block Seventy-a°"' (71) 
end t':le west ltne or Block Seventy-t"'o (72) or t!le 1t1U City or Beatrice, sout:1 of t:J.e sout:i. 
11ne or Market Street end not't':l or t:'le nort:1 11ne or Bell street. 

T":'l.e in1.ent1on being to ccmvey to t'!'le setd perty or t:ie second pert ·•":'l.etever r1g'.:'lt t:'le 
seid party or t'!le r.trst pert mey :1eve in end to t:-ie above de!'lCribed premi';es by reason "r 
ordinence r.1ne (9) i>BSsed by t'.'le 'Irustees or t'.1e 'Io-.n or Beatrice on November llt~. 1,. D. 
lC7.), 'lf":'l.erein t":le seid 'Irustees gt'ented to t':le Ome:-ie end Sout'.:111estern t:te1lroed Compmy t'1e 
rtg:1t to Fl'ont. Str~et 1n setd To'lfn. 

To Heve end to Rold t'!le stlllle "'1th ell end singulAr t!le Si>l'>urtenences end privileges 
t!lereunto belong1ng Cir in any"'1se t~reunto epperte1ntng, ell t:ie estate, rtg":'l.t, t1tle, ena 
inte!'est end cle1m w'!leteoe•J"er or t':le s111d party or t":'l.e f'tl'st pert to t:1e only proper use, 
benertt end be!'loor of setd perty or t '.le St>COnd pert, its successCit's end assigns tol'ever · 

In ·.ntness ·.r~reor, T'.'le sa1d pert1 or t':le rtrst ·;>et't ·.1es ·.lereunto set 1ts .1end end sePl ~, •• 1 .... 

t·:ie day end yeer nrst above n1tten · l. ~-··,.,'f 
Attest, 'J. p. Dut'kee, T!le Ome'!le end Southwestern Re1ll'oed Compeny ;t~~~·:~~"'-q 

secretary. R.E.B. Br G.'V. Holdrege, 
Form APi>l'OVed: F. '.II. Deweese, Sol1c1tot'. President· 
Sta\e of ~ebt'eske,) Dupltcete • 0[1g1nel. 

)s,. Co11nty or Dou.glee. 
on t!11s nn.:i day o!' decembel' A·D· 1906, berore me s. t:. Meelto e Noterr Public 

dlly comm1sstoned end quel1r1ed ror end res1ding 1n se1d County pel'sCinelly came G. ''I· trol6-- 11 .. .11.,,. 
l'eie, w:10 1B well lmo'lfll by me to be t!le president or t':le ome'!la end Sout'!lwestern Ra11l'oed ~,.: .. £1~;:· 
comp""" end 'IJ'!lo ea such president, signed t!le roregoin instrument ror end on be'!le1r or , o ... s. i. 

-v • ' . d de d f 1 d c:J. I ~ 6 ~ ~ setd Company !'levirl;' "Clmo'lfledged se1d 1.nS\l'Ument to be t:ie voluntary act en e o sa ~ ..... --· i:· 
T --• -- ..... ., _ _. --A ... 6'1_. _._ _,. ... 

,."""' ___ _ 

-



...... ..... -.1,., ........ .., • .., ............. .., ... , - •• ""' ..... ·-· .... -··-- .... -- .. ~-·---- ••• ,, ...... _ ...... _ ------- -,,, -- ------ --· -
et Beatrice, r-ebr., on t'!le date lest above written. ::;. .. .. . ··"'· 

... 
J. T. Gt"eenwood, Note'f'Y Public. 

Ste1.e of' T\ebt'askEI,) 
My commission expires r.ov. let~, 1910. 

:ae. 
County of Gege. ) On this 31st dey or December /.... D. 1906, before me E· B. Hinds. e 

~otery Public "'1thin end f'or said County, personelly came Jennie Upson, "~ido'IW", personAlly 
Known to me to be 1.he identical -persons whose nemes Are ert'1xed to t~ above instrument as 
grentors end severelly ecimowledged t'!le execut1on'"'bf' t ':1e sl'lme to be their Vfjluntery Pct and 
deed f'or the purposes therein expressed. 

In Testimony ~reor, I heve hereunto subsct'ibed my mime end Af'M.xed my orrtci111 se81 
e1. Odell, rebreske, on t'!le dete last ebove written. f../J.ff:"~, 

E. B. Htnds, r.otet'y Publ1~. ··-.. , ...... 
My commission expires Feb. '1", 1911. /'>''" 

St ete of' t:'ebreske,) .,. '·"" 
:es. 

Ccunty of' DouglPs.) On thts 2'7th day of' December, A.J. Uloe, berore me, Dllvid 'V. Dick
inson, a r.otery Public within end ror said County, personally ceme Seeen A· Hoyt end~. c. 
Hoyt, pel'Sonelly known to me to be t'!le identical pet'Sons Whose names ere errtxed to the 
above 1ns1.rument es grentore end severally acknowledged t:ie execution or the same tc be •• ;~ "·b.,, 
the1.r vo1unte!'y ect end deed f'Or t~ purposes therein expressed· ~/""'•e./·· 

In TesUmony '!lhereor, I heve '!lereuntc subscribed:my name end ~rnxed my orMciel sealf'-;:,·:-_•<Y· 
et Omaha, NebrEtske, on t!le date lest ebove written. ),"'·~-~ ... , •. 

D 1 ..,, .¥J_: __ ~·--- / ._... 1 fl( c ...... , .-<~ 

St.ate of' Illinois,) 
:ea. 

ev d .•• ~ •.. otery l?ubl c. ···~,,•·"~ 

county or Ogle. ) I, Frenk J. King, e liotery Pub11c 1n end ror t:ie eEt1d county in t~ 
St.ate erores81d, do hereby certify, thet Elmer J, Preston end Mat'y -v. upscm Preston. ••':lo 
ere personally kno·m to me to be the seme persons 'lf".-ioee names ere subscribed to t:-ie rorecc-
1ng instrument, eppeered berore me this day 1n person, end ecknC'•ledged t:iet t':ley sii;ned, 
see led end delivered t':!e se1d instrument es t':!eir f'ree end voluntery 1.>ct ror t:'le uses "'ndr<'"" 3· A-,. 

pu!'poses t'!lerein set f'orth, including the release and waiver or t:ie r1g:'lt or :1omesteE1,d· ;r.:--;_ •;. 
Given under my hand end 1'\oteriel seal, t':1ie 4th daY or January A .D. 1907. Pk . 1 

Frank J. King, 1'\otery Public. c _:_;;. '-
GJ.GE COUl~Y, N'ED. F1 led f'or record, entered in Numerical Index Mch 2, 1Q07, et 4 .oo P. 11 _11.., c ... v'' 

.0. tl3. ~' ~~ ~~ 

1 A R R A r T y D E E n. 
CW!fles A. Eaton, -to- Beatrice ~es erul Po~er Co. 
Know ell Men by these Presents, T~et/ I, Charles A· Eeton, or Cleveland, Ohio, t:-ie Grantor, 
ror the consideration or One end no 100 DGllors, (~1.00) received to my ru11 eat1sract1on 
or Beatrice Ces end Po"ler Compeey, e corpor!lt1on, t'.'lE' Grantee, do give, grant, bPT'c;o1n, se11 
and conwY unto the se1d Grantee, its successcrs ':leirs end Assigns, t:ie ro11owing described 
premises, situated 1n t:ie City or Beet rice, Count)" or Gage end Stete or r~ebraske, and knc·m 
as betng lots numbers seven (7), eig'1t (C), nine (9), ten (10), eleven (11) end twelve (1~) 
in eoia B1Gck number Seventy One (71 ).,or the originRl town (now City) or Beat rice 1n s1i1 d 
county end !'.!tote, according to t:ie recorded Plat t'.iereof', and including e11 my rtc'.•t, t1t1e 
and interest in an! to ell thl.'t pot'tion of' Front Street (no'll veceted) abutting on soid abo't' 
described lots on t'!le !est. 

(Thie instrument 1s n~t, hO'llever, to be construed es a warranty or t1tle in or to any. 
portion or se1d Fl'ont Street) 
be t'!ie same more or less, but sUb1ect to ell legal highways. 

,T 0 ·~ve end tc hOld t~ !lbOve gr1inted end bArgeir.ed premise<J, '1f1t':l t:te ai)purtenences 
thereof', unto the soid Grantee, its heirs, successors end essi.:;ns f'orever. And I, t1.e sa1d 
Grentor, do ror myseli" end my ':lei rs, executors end administretGl's, covenimt '"it:• t''le said 
Grantee, 1ts ~1l's, eucceeeol'S end ess1gns, t!let et and unt11 t:-ie enseP11ng of t:iese pres·
ents, I em we~l seized or t'!le above described premises, es a good ~nd indefeasible estEtte 
1n t'ee s1mple, end have gOGd right to b~rgein end sell the same 1n manner ond rorm as ebove
wr1tten, end thet t'h.e seme l'!re tree f'rom all 1ncumbrences 'lf".1etsoever excel)t t exes end s;>ec
iel assessments end t het I will -Verrent end Def'end ee1d premises, w1t.':l t':le l"iJ;:>Urtenences 
thereunto belonging, to the se1d Grantee, 1ts :ieirs, successors end asstcns, oga1nst ell 
lewt\l.l eleime end demands wheteoevel' except taxes end special assessment .. w:•ic:'l, if 1my, 
grentee eseWDes end egreea tc pey. And I, 'V1nifl'ed M. l:eton, wire or said Charles A· 
Eaton do '!lereby remise, releose end rorever quit-clllim unto t:ie se1d grentee, He ':1e1rs, 
successot'S end assigns, all my rig~t end expectoncy r,r dower tn ~ t:ie above described 
premises. 

In 'V1tness '.'r.lereor, we have :-iereunto set our hands t~ 2Cth dAY or december, 1n t:ie 
year or our lord one thoueend nine :iundred and six. 
Signed end eckn~wledged 1n t:ie presence or 
!-! • ~. Russell. '.'l. A. Greenland. 
State Of Ohio') 

:ss. 

C':lerles A· Eaton. 
'.'lint f'red M. Eat on. 

cuyahogti county) Berore me, a -rotary FUbl1c 1n ond ror sAid Q,unty orr.d Stote, per-
sonally eppeal'ed t'!le above named c:ierles A· ,eton end 'Jtnifl'ed M. Eaton, personally knO"lll 
to me to be the identical pel'sons whose names ere errtxed to t:'le ebove instrument as grent-

r<·~··'•1,g ot'S who acknowledge<! t:-iet t:iey did sign t:ie ro110"'1ng instrument end that t':1e s!lme is t:ietr 
'•t\rree act. end deed. 

r -+ ·. In Testimcny ·,'r.1ereor, I :ieve :iereunto set my '.lend end orrtcial seol, at Cleveland, O:-t1o, 
~1' .,•'t.':11s 2Eth deY of' December A.D. 1906. 

:JQ.c, ,,~ '.f. G. GreenlAnd, Noter., Public. 
0
'"' GAGE COUNTY, 1'\EB. Filed ror record, entered 1n Numerical Index lfch ?., 1907, et 3.'t).:) P. M. 

-It;, {3. .JI~, ~~ "'LJ.u-~ 



QUIT-CLAIM DEED RECORD N 0. 83. 
,~:____ __ · 

~.tfG'~ - j 

-u_~-····-~····-~~---········· - rutt.~latm lDe<b. 

State of 1Aebraslta, }u. 
OAOB COUNTY, 

bi.dex_ .... 0.fd. . kr:"!. 
f<'ile<l fnr recm·rl "'"1 tnlur.il i.n Nwnerica/. 

. ................... 190,}! .. , at_,!_·~.n'o/ot·k .<? M. 

-~~ ............................... c ........ ........ . .................... . 
Re.· .. ,e,. 11( U•,edJ . 

Jly ........ ... .. .... /Jtp1'1y. 

1tnow all ~en b~ 
That .... J. ... Ciny .... U...r:Byat. .. 1-d.t ... ct.ct®.V.1----f2~ 

tbese ~resents: 

............................................... p····························································"'''""'''''''"'"'"'""""""''"""'""""''""'"'"'"'''••······--················--.. ················· 

of the County of .... ~ .......................... .......... ......... and State of ___ Cf..:;µ._t Jf.4. . ... .for the consideration of ... l~t~ /'!1),~~·--' .... -·-· .. -..... --:-.c ....... ~- ........ 7 ........ 

hereby Quit-C aim to ...... ~."&..~ ..... {/,/ ........ &~.............. ...... ............... ............ .. . . ................. . 
of the County of ......... /.f!~..... ............................................ . .and State of. ........ ~ .. . 

. . ............ DOLLARS, 

. .......... the following descdbed 

Real Estate, situated in the County of Gage, and State of Nebraska, to-wit: 

·-1:~,,_,/~""4 ~yfr_m ,.,;.. ,;Jt,,/( ~,.,.,_(~LI f d @7~ . .?'~ fYUW . .:fJ#. -f · 
.... · ..... u 9J. .. cree~.-4 -~(I.)~&~····......... .. ...... . .... . 

TO HAVE AND HOLD the same unto the said ....... ~ .. : .. ":: .. 
l//. 

and to .... v"'t.u ...... .. .. ..................... heirs and assigns foreuer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF ....... \.~ .......... haue set .... ~ ......... hand 

IN PRESENCE OF' 

State of .... . 2?.~ .. ;rJ. ... ........... l 
................ ........... :t~1o~~~M. ....... Cour•ty, j"'· BE IT REMEMBERED. That on the .. /,J,µ{ . ........... day. of. .... /J.~ .............. 190lL 

~::':,~:,.:·:::::;. ,:='!4~~i?;t ····-··············• Not.,y Mlfo la aad !" 

to me known to be the identical person ......... described in and who executed the foregoing deed as Grantor ........ and acknowledged said 

b .... .... .J.N l d d d instrument to e. . ................ uo untary act an ee . 

WITNESS my hand and official seal the day and year last aboue written. 

.... ti)tt;/ r1'~ .xJ'.~ ............. lt"olary l'u,blk,' 

l 
1 
4 

.i 



...... ~J-~-.U.:.E£...~:.................. Cll:he gttate of5telt~aeJta, Q!Jage ~ountu'-ee. 
. Filed for Record and Et1/ered i'n Nrm1erical 111dex ................ . 

.......................................................................... _A/._. /'1,t;( " 1 I /-'Ir '·I ·'• (', 'f -To- . W511l"IJ'l!llDDilif IIDi1<1cdl. .V.k!2'.. .••• ; ••...•............... 19 ...• <e •• , a ______________ ,, < OU,; ••• k1 .... " . 

... .ii.~ ... d .... ~------------------------- ·-----~----<!J,··-~-ee"isitii--oi'vetias:'·· 
B'I'---····--·················································-······· 

Deputy. 

~ml®W IDDO CT01J@[JO [IDJ7_ uOu@~@ 00ou@~@rrolt~8 
Tllat.tf..fl.1 •. ~cJ~ ... --~--~-~t!<tv.1 •• ~1-~-~-6_~ef~-~~!(..¥J 
---~~·-·······················'·······-of •.••• ~t/. ..... ~-------------·l'out1ty, and. State of .. ___ .,!.y~-----------·--·i11 co11sidualion of /he sum of 

;~-~~=·-f._&f:J;;f;;t_-}jft_-_f__~~~~~~~~--~~~--~~~~~---_-_-_-_-_-_·_·_-_-_-_·_-_-_·_·_~~~---_-_·_·_~--~~~~~~--~~------~--------~---_·:_~---_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_·_·_·_·_·_~--~-----.~--~---_·_::::::::::: .. ~-~~-~~-~-~: 
o/ ••.......••• ~~---·····-···················· .. ··-COl4nly, and State of. .• c/./:~------···············-···········"o haeby sell and conve1· 1111/0 the sald 

.. &~~-~----············-·············:········-·························.······-~-,-··········:············c································································ 
I 

tlae/o/lowi"IF<kscribed premises situa/M in tlae County of Gage, a11d State of Nebraska, to-wit: 

. _ ~-~{1)_$;y_f/t!)_, ~(//).~ k~J/_2),~_ {8~ ~-.<Ntff('11) ~ (,k .au.j~ud 
.. ---~. ~-'1J:-~ .. re~. ,m,. ~-~ ~ ~ ~d 4-~ M-~~-rdafl ;u~ ~-
·. 4:.~~---/p:--~--~~'.4L~:ti~--~Ad ... ~.~~ 'jA_~_~ku._~- . 
~. ~-~--~~-' -~- .... ___ · .. 4f/..~~~~--~-_,;.,,,,4AA.ef .frctl,{ dadtk~-

j_. ' J !i1...:....+. /ll. . J • ~ L A /!;) 0 "'~·-:r;;·o~ ',,L ' ' ' . --~-r-~~- . .. tMI. ~-rr ... ,_,.,._,,_,,(<), ~~ -1':,qu., ~a,(_~ -"/ ~.u,Adr 

..• --~-~~-hi..~ ~.iftk, uey~~-,@~-1-~· ~ ,#(/d;,:, a.u;.., ~-'i' (JJ~ ~, 
. _..,.?-X~ ~ ~ -~ ,,,..... µ-ah ' • 

___ c ~-~~ 4 -n#.~ 4-~-~ .u; .tL (,ij~-1,td,Q_, ~a«~ .1r tl!A4.'!f ~;,,..,-7~ 
---~-~)--- .. - - . - . . . . 

A•d •••.• &!f. .............. liere"1 co11nuinl •. with said ...... , ... :&~J,.,~~------··········---·-·······:············································· 
that ... .Al.K.. •••••• Aold .. said '(nYmues by good and per/eel liJle; lluzt..#A!:.. ..•••• ~od ril{ht and lawful authority to sell and coni•ey I he same; 

that the, are frtt and clear. of a/l lin1s and incumbrances ivhatsoe-ver. . ...••.................................................•... ············································-

..................................................................................................................... ": .......................................... - ............... -... ---·-----·-·· .. ···--·------.. ··--·-····--·-----·--------·--.... -.......................... ':' .................................. ~----·--····· 
And ... ~---·----.&0venant-to 'WOl'fYml and defend Ille said premises agai11st the lawful cla1'ms of all persons whomsoever, .....••..................... 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

And the said~~-~1-~;~;r/;.~:;;:;::;_-~-------·--··-------·-·····----·--·······-----------------·--·'·---········-·--· 
Jae~IJ1 rellnguishes her rig'hl of dower~~.tt!~f111 and lo the abovt described premises. 

. Signed l/Us ••• _ . .J..j~-----·······'···············day of.---~----··································;··--·.A.· DJ.~-!.{.... . 

IN PR•B•NO• 01' l .d~~#<&_~{,.~1::/.. .............................. . 
~.;-~ ·. --~idrfa-~----------------------------····· 

. ---·-------------·---'!!··-~(. --------- --------------------··· -~--rJ-~'-···································· 
...................................................... - .... ----------·-------------.. ---·-- ............. .J-........................................................................................................... . 

eil!llil<I ~~~~~--------------· ~ss. . 

County of ..• --c/'!!.. .............................. ~- 01t th1's ..•... .ff.f"!!:_ ............................. day o/.--~-----------······A. D..!.'t!.~---· 
before me •.••...•• -----~~-¢.fj"~---····:···-···············'··········:············· a Notary 1:'bli~ within and for said Co;~;nnlZt:,.L.-
~-~4°_~~~-~~~-~-~~---···········---·M ........... . 

'f>ersonally to me knoUin lo be tile idn1/lcal perso~J. ....• whose namcl .. ~.'=. .. affi.xed to the ubove instmmenl as .l]"rantorl. 

and severally trcknowledlfed the execution olthe same to be .tlfMd. 1J'.> i11nta1-y acl and deed for thepurf>oses therein expressed. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have liereunto subscribed my name and affixed my o.ffici<il seal at. ................ . 

.•. r1J.1.A1Jr11J,,,_af~---·································.011 th~ date lust abo'11e v;'}'tten. 

· -----~r.;-.rLt..~--Noi-;,·;:yp,;-,;if'C:··-
My Commission Expires ___ (}~.-~.J-~(_'/(IL, _________ ..... . 



Former Manufactured 
Gas Plant Site 
Lots 7-12, Block 71 , 
Original Town, Beatrice 
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